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Daniel, Prophet of the End 

Lesson 7, From the Lions’ Den to the Angel’s Den 
 

Commentary by Garrick Augustus, February 14, 2020 

 

Introduction to the Story of Daniel 6 

 In chapter 6 we discover the mystery of political intrigue.  As a “president” in the realm of Medio-Persia, 
wicked hearts were intent on “impeaching” Daniel, on account of his single-eyed devotion to YHWH.  Having 
sought in every way to destroy him politically, Daniel’s foes resorted to Satan’s most effective weapon—
religious persecution, on pain of death!  As we will discover there was a “30-day trial” during which Daniel 
should be examined, and during which time, that which his foes “planted” came to fruition—they caught 
him in the act of praying, a sort of divine telephone call to Heaven!  In the end, though the king was 
manipulated into signing a contrived piece of anti-religious liberty legislation into law, the likes of which was 
“unchangeable,” according to the law of the Medes and the Persians, yet, a prayerful prophet and a 
remorsefully “fasting” king, moved the heart of YHWH, and the lions became like big pussy cats, snuggling 
up beside Daniel for the night, as oversized house pets! 

  
While there are many political lessons that can be drawn from this chapter, our focus today is to 
demonstrate that YHWH is our very present help in the time of trouble, and that “no weapon that is formed 
against his people, shall prosper,” that victory is on the side of those who do justly, love mercy, and walk 
humbly before the Lord our God.  Throughout these six chapters, one theme unavoidably floats to the top, 
which is the truth of God’s kingdom.  All the kings who rule the real of Babylonia have uniformly confessed 
that men ought to “tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, 
and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. (Dan. 6: 
26). 

 

Sabbath Afternoon; Saturday; February 8 
 

• “30 ¶  In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 31  And Darius the Median* took the 
kingdom, being about threescore and two years old. [Chapter 6]1 ¶  It pleased Darius to set over the 
kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom.” Dan. 5: 30-6: 1. 
 

• “According to historical records a man named Gubaru, a Mede, was appointed by King Cyrus to be ruler in 
Babylon at this time. Gubaru was born in 601 B.C. which would make him 62 years old when he invaded 
Babylon. Exactly the age found Daniel 5:31. 
 

• “The Babylonian record of Darius the Mede's conquest of Babylon is given below: ‘In the month of Tashritu, 
at the time when Cyrus battled the forces of Akkad in Opis on the Tigris river, the citizens of Akkad revolted 
against him, but Nabonidus scattered his opposition with a great slaughter.” – John Argubright (2013),  Bible 
Believer’s Archaeology Volume 1, p. 126… 
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• * For many Bible students, the quandary exists: why was Cyrus, the Persian, not mentioned as the new king 
in Belshazzar's throne, instead of Darius the Median?  We should recall that this is a dual kingdom ruled 
simultaneously by the Medes and the Persians.  Political power was in the hands of the Medes at the time of 
Babylon’s overthrow, and so Darius was mentioned, but Cyrus was very much there and involved in leading 
the war effort against this historic kingdom of antiquity. 
 

• “On the 14th day, Sippar was taken without a fight. Nabonidus then fled for his life. On the 16th day, Gubaru 
(Darius the Mede) the leader of Gutium along with the army of Cyrus entered Babylon without any 
opposition. Later they arrested Nabonidus when he returned to Babylon.” – John Argubright (2013),  Bible 
Believer’s Archaeology Volume 1, p. 126  
 

• “On the third day of the month of Arahshamnu, Cyrus marched into Babylon, and they laid down green 
branches in front of him. The city was no longer at war, Peace being restored. Cyrus then sent his best 
wishes to the residents living there. His governor, Gubaru, then installed leaders to govern over all Babylon.”  
 

• “This account says that Darius the Mede installed sub governors in Babylon. The Bible says the same thing, 
and the prophet Daniel was one of them: [Daniel 6: 1-4 quoted].” – John Argubright (2013),  Bible Believer’s 
Archaeology, Volume 1, p. 126-127 

 
 

Jealous Souls; Sunday February 9 

 

• * Jealousy in and of itself is not an evil emotion, for the Bible tells us that the Lord God of Israel, YHWH, is “a 

Jealous God,” (Ex. 20: 5), and again we find the prophet Elijah, the Tishbite, expressing deep “jealousy” for 

God after fleeing from Jezebel’s wrath.  Hence, there is a “godly jealousy,” and a “satanic jealousy.”  Godly 

Jealousy, on the one hand, leads us to reverential awe and circumspectfulness in our relationship with the 

Creator, while “Satanic jealousy,” on the other hand, is evil, and leads to the wanton transgress YHWH’s holy 

Law! Let’s cite some examples of Godly Jealousy:  

—Godly Jealousy 

 

• “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:” Ex. 34:14. 

• “I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, 

thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek 

my life, to take it away.” 1 Kings 19: 10. 

• “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present 

you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” 2Cor. 11:2 

 

https://ssnet.org/lessons/20a/less07.html
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—Satanic Jealousy 

• * Satanic jealousy is the attack of a demonic spirit that comes to alter our thoughts from holiness unto evil, 

and turns us into agents of his satanic rage.  Nowhere is this motive more clearly displayed than in the live of 

king Saul towards David, as recorded in 1 Sam. 18. 

• “6 ¶  And it came to pass as they came, when David was returned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that 

the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and 

with instruments of musick. 7  And the women answered one another as they played, and said, Saul hath 

slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands. 8  And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased 

him; and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, and to me they have ascribed but 

thousands: and what can he have more but the kingdom? 9  And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 

10  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in 

the midst of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other times: and there was a javelin in Saul’s 

hand. 11  And Saul cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite David even to the wall with it. And David 

avoided out of his presence twice.” 1 Sam. 18: 6-11 

• “1 ¶  It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the 

whole kingdom; 2  And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give 

accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage. 3  Then this Daniel was preferred above the 

presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the 

whole realm. 4  Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the 

kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault*; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any 

error or fault found in him. 5  Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, 

except we find it against him concerning the law of his God.” Dan. 6: 1-5 

• * We should see the Medo-Persian Empire and the Babylonian empire as one, and the lesson in both extend 

to the close of time.  As verily as the leaders in Babylonian turned Persian empire were bent on destroying 

Daniel, that same spirit will activate the governments of our day to enact laws that are a threat to the 

religious liberties, and ultimately the lives of end-time Christians. In Daniel’s day Satan used his Torah-

believing religion as a weapon against him, and the same will be done today.  The story of this fact is 

recorded in Rev. 13, under the rise of the “two-horned beast.”  Now as in Daniel’s days, the saints’ 

“worship” attitude towards YHWH will be brought into question, and their unwillingness to yield the 

principles of their faith in preference for nature-worship, will be seen as treason against the State. We will 

explore these aspects under Friday’s Further Study & Application.  

The Plot Against Daniel; Monday February 10 
 

• “6 ¶  Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus unto him, King Darius, 

live for ever. 7  All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the 

captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever 

shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of 
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lions. 8  Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according to the law 

of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.* 9  Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the 

decree.” Dan. 6: 6-9 

• * Throughout this chapter, it has been reinforced that the laws of the Medes and the Persians are 

unchangeable, they “alter not!”  This is quite reminiscent of God’s laws that are also unchangeable!  It tells 

us that this system of government was designed to mimic the Government of Heaven, for even the king was 

not powerful enough to alter that which he had decreed!  That he was setup by his underlings to do Daniel 

in, cannot be denied, and lacking good basis for their hurried request with such a punitive law, the King 

misread their zeal in demanding for “prayer” and by extension “holiness,” and did not realize he was being 

“played” by evil devising for the deposing of Daniel and ultimately all who believed like him.  But as is so 

often the case, those who dig the pit ultimately fall in it. (Eccl. 10: 8). 

• A similar case of religious hatred to Daniel’s God befell the Jews of Persia after Mordecai’s refused to bow 

and reverence the evil Haman.  Upon engineering a plan to destroy all of the people of Judah who dwelt in 

that land, God overruled the outcome and opened the King’s eyes to the evils he was being sucked into 

doing against his very queen, and made an example out of Haman and his house.  We shall explore these on 

Thursday's lesson, Vindication. 

 

Daniel’s Prayer; Tuesday February11 
 

• “10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being 

open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave 

thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 11 ¶  Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and 

making supplication before his God. 12  Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the 

king’s decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man 

within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The 

thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. 13  Then answered they 

and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, 

O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petition three times a day. ” Dan. 6: 10-13 

 

In the Lions’ Den; Wednesday February 12 
 

• Daniel’s Prayer offered Three Times Per Day: “Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry 

aloud: and he shall hear my voice.” Ps. 55: 17.  

 

• While we are directed to “pray without ceasing,” there are designated hours of prayer that may rightly be 

called “power hours,” and these times are interspersed by three-hour intervals, from the rising of the sun.  

These times also marked the schedule of the Householder in Matt. 20, when He went to hire laborers to work 

https://ssnet.org/lessons/20a/less07.html
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in His vineyard.  These times are also reflective of then the priest would minister in the Holy of Holies.  This 

is why Daniel prayed three times per day, at evening, and morning, and at noon.” 

 

• “14  Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on 

Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 15  Then these men 

assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, 

That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed. 16  Then the king commanded, and 

they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy 

God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee. 17  And a stone was brought, and laid upon the 

mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the 

purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel.” Dan. 6: 14-15. 

 

• “18 ¶  Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick 

brought before him: and his sleep went from him. 19  Then the king arose very early in the morning, and 

went in haste unto the den of lions. 20  And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto 

Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou 

servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 21  Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for 

ever. 22  My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: 

forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 

23  Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the 

den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he 

believed in his God.”  Dan. 6: 18-23. 

 

• “24  And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them 

into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and 

brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den. 25 ¶  Then king Darius wrote 

unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 26  I 

make a decree, That in every dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: 

for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed, and his 

dominion shall be even unto the end. 27  He delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in 

heaven and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. 28  So this Daniel prospered in 

the reign of Darius [the Median], and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.” Dan. 6: 24-28 

 

 

Vindication; Thursday February 13 
 

• “Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein: and he that rolleth a stone, it will return upon him.” Prov. 26: 27 

• “9  And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, said before the king, Behold also, the gallows fifty cubits high, 

which Haman had made for Mordecai, who had spoken good for the king, standeth in the house of Haman. 

Then the king said, Hang him thereon. 10  So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 

Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath pacified.” Esther 7: 9, 10. 

• “15 He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into the ditch which he made. 15 His mischief shall return 

upon his own head, and his violent dealing shall come down upon his own pate. Ps 7:15, 16  
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• “They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: they have digged a pit before me, into 

the midst whereof they are fallen themselves. Selah.” Ps 57:6  

• “13  Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews which are in Shushan to do to 

morrow also according unto this day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged upon the gallows. 14  

And the king commanded it so to be done: and the decree was given at Shushan; and they hanged Haman’s 

ten sons… 23  And the Jews undertook to do as they had begun, and as Mordecai had written unto them; 24  

Because Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devised against the 

Jews to destroy them, and had cast Pur, that is, the lot, to consume them, and to destroy them; 25  But 

when Esther came before the king, he commanded by letters that his wicked device, which he devised 

against the Jews, should return upon his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on the 

gallows.” Esther 9: 13-25 

• With "impeachment" such a familiar word in the recent political atmosphere in America, I could not help but 

to see the parallel in the failed "impeachment" of President Daniel, for in addition to being a prophet, Daniel 

was also a political "president!"  He was up for impeachment, and it was a initiated by a trick, and carried 

out as “a rushed job" over a 30-day window!  Sounds familiar?  Let's look at the facts: "1 ¶  It pleased Darius 

to set over the kingdom… three presidents; of whom Daniel was first..." Daniel 6: 1, 2. 

• So, President Daniel's foes carried out a failed impeachment hoax against him, and in the end, Daniel rose in 

the popular polls, he won the favor of kings, governors, and magistrates alike!  Is it even remotely possible 

that there are present-truth applications in the failed political coup attempt against President Trump, which 

we all saw unfolding before our very eyes?  For this writer, the evidence is compelling! Post impeachment, 

we should expect a popular surge political blood-letting of sorts, similar to that in ancient Persia! 

• Forbes, April 26, 2011: “There’s an initial Eden, a paradise, a state of grace and unity with Nature; there’s a 

fall from grace into a state of pollution as a result from eating from the tree of knowledge; and as a result of 

our actions, there is a judgment day coming for all of us. We are energy sinners, doomed to die, unless we 

seek salvation, which is now called sustainability. Sustainability is salvation in the church of the 

environment, just as organic food is its communion, that pesticide-free wafer that the right people with the 

right beliefs imbibe.”--Climate Change As Religion: The Gospel According To Gore, www.forbes.com 

 

 

 

• Nat. Geo, Sept. 20, 2015: “A Christian who doesn’t safeguard creation, who doesn’t make it flourish, is a 

Christian who isn’t concerned with God’s work, that work born of God’s love for us.”—Meditation, Vatican 

City, February 9, 2015 

• “Our common home is being pillaged, laid waste and harmed with impunity. Cowardice in defending it is a 

grave sin.”—Speech, Santa Cruz, Bolivia, July 9, 2015 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/larrybell/2011/04/26/climate-change-as-religion-the-gospel-according-to-gore/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/larrybell/2011/04/26/climate-change-as-religion-the-gospel-according-to-gore/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/news/2015/09/120150920-pope-francis-environment-climate-quotes/


 

 
Page 7 of 9 

 

• “As stewards of God’s creation, we are called to make the earth a beautiful garden for the human family. 

When we destroy our forests, ravage our soil and pollute our seas, we betray that noble calling.” —Speech, 

Manila, Philippines, January 18, 2015 

• “And [he] causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship...” Rev. 13: 12* 

• * All of these statements from the Pope speak as the voice of God to the nations leaders, and in a frenzied 

effort they have unitedly joined this religion of nature worship called “climate change,” and when fully 

implemented it will only serve to persecute those, who like Daniel, worship YHWH, the God of Creation. 

• The land (earth) can only worship by resting, ant it gets to rest only when its inhabitants do likewise.  In the 

Pope’s Climate Change encyclical which is universally accepted, save for the USA, and voted into 

International Law, under the moniker of Paris Climate Change Agreement, is a worship enforcement clause 

regarding the Sabbath, which the pope calls to be observed on Sunday, the first day of the week!  

Immediately, this should concern all Sabbath-keepers, for in such an international law, there’ll be no 

acceptable country on earth where their religious freedoms will be protected, and unless God personally 

intervenes and provides a hiding place, an ark of safety in the time of trouble, there shall no righteous flesh 

be saved!  But as He never fails, he has promised through Daniel (2: 44) that “in the days of these kings shall 

the God of heaven set up a kingdom.”  That kingdom will “not be left to o her people,” for it is reserved for 

the saved and them alone, such that the wrath of the nations will not destroy the church of God while they 

proclaim the everlasting gospel under the most severe political conditions known to man!   

• The enforcement mandate called for in the Climate Change Emergency Crisis laws that are being prepared 

behind the scenes, will regard as “sin” any act of non-conformance to these environmental-religious laws.  

Already the world Religions and Churches, the States, and the international consortium of “Scientists” have 

all bandwagoned this “child of the papacy,” and it will foment into the cruelest, exacting, and persecutive 

laws ever crafted by man. 

• What is most contradictory about these emergent environmental laws is that they are sponsored by 

“Scientists” who themselves hold that nature is cruel, it creates and destroys, thereby allowing “the fittest of 

the fittest to survive!”  Alas!  The very ones who are most fearful of these so-called “evolutionary changes” 

the earth is experiencing, yet are the very ones who declare there is no Creator-God (YHWH)!  They should 

not fear but allow nature to have her own sweet way!  This argument alone stultifies their bogus claim of 

evolutionary survival of species!  In other words, they’ve been lying to us and themselves all these many 

years…  

Further Study & Application; Friday February 14 
 

• “From the story of Daniel's deliverance we may learn that in seasons of trial and gloom God's children 
should be just what they were when their prospects were bright with hope and their surroundings all that 
they could desire. Daniel in the lions' den was the same Daniel who stood before the king as chief among 
the ministers of state and as a prophet of the Most High. A man whose heart is stayed upon God will be the 
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same in the hour of his greatest trial as he is in prosperity, when the light and favor of God and of man beam 
upon him. Faith reaches to the unseen, and grasps eternal realities.  {PK 545.2}   
 

• “Heaven is very near those who suffer for righteousness' sake. Christ identifies His interests with the 
interests of His faithful people; He suffers in the person of His saints, and whoever touches His chosen ones 
touches Him. The power that is near to deliver from physical harm or distress is also near to save from the 
greater evil, making it possible for the servant of God to maintain his integrity under all circumstances, 
and to triumph through divine grace.” {PK 545.3}   
 

• “Honored by men with the responsibilities of state and with the secrets of kingdoms bearing universal sway, 

Daniel was honored by God as His ambassador, and was given many revelations of the mysteries of ages to 

come. His wonderful prophecies, as recorded by him in chapters 7 to 12 of the book bearing his name, were 

not fully understood even by the prophet himself; but before his life labors closed, he was given the blessed 

assurance that "at the end of the days"--in the closing period of this world's history--he would again be 

permitted to stand in his lot and place.”  {PK 547.1}   

• “A careful study of the working out of God's purpose in the history of nations and in the revelation of things 
to come, will help us to estimate at their true value things seen and things unseen, and to learn what is the 
true aim of life. Thus, viewing the things of time in the light of eternity, we may, like Daniel and his 
fellows, live for that which is true and noble and enduring. And learning in this life the principles of the 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, that blessed kingdom which is to endure for ever and ever, we may be 
prepared at His coming to enter with Him into its possession.”  {PK 548.2}  
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• World Wide Web: www.sdaprophecies.com  
• YouTube Channel: “Heralds of the King Ministries TV” 
• Live weekly Bible Study with Q&A Every Sabbath 

afternoon, (from 4:30 pm EST [Oct. thru Mar.] and 5:30 pm 
EST [Apr-Sept] thru 7:00 PM EST. 

•  Dial-in number (US): (712) 770-5505; Access code: 944823# 
• International dial-in numbers: 

https://fccdl.in/i/heraldingking 
• Online meeting ID: heraldingking (One-word) 
• Join International online meeting (audio & video): 

https://join.freeconferencecall.com/heraldingking, or 
download the freeconferencecall app from your Google 
Play, or Apple Store, and populate the on-screen prompts 
with the information above.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adult Sabbath School Lesson Commentary: Is a free service to the public, from Heralds of the King Ministries, 
and reflect an in-depth Biblical review and commentary on the weekly Adult SDA Sabbath School Quarterly 
Lessons. Except otherwise noted, all Bible passages are taken from the Authorized King James Version (KJV).  
These commentaries are not copyrighted, and may be reproduced, in whole, without further approval from the 
author, providing the original content is preserved.  If edits are required, permission must be granted from the 
author (contact information is provided below). 
 
Participation, Talent & Donations: We are a Bible teaching ministry and welcome your earnest prayers, joyful 
participation in sharing and proclaiming the “good news” of the Kingdom of God more fully, to this generation. 
We welcome your talent in writing or editing, and your cheerful giving of your financial resources, as well.  
“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth 
a cheerful giver.”  2 Cor. 9:7.  We accept contributions of all sizes, and you can make such charitable donations 
Online at Heralds of the King Ministries, or by mail to: 
 

Heralds of the King Ministries 
3808 County Rd. 150 

Brixey, MO, 65618 
*** 

Further Study & Contact Information 

http://www.sdaprophecies.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbZ76OxA_jskthKdNbewERg
https://fccdl.in/i/heraldingking
https://join.freeconferencecall.com/heraldingking
http://www.hkministries.org/donations/

