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Daniel, Prophet of the End 

Lesson 5, From Pride to Humility 

 

Commentary by Garrick Augustus, January 27, 2020 

 

Introduction, Sabbath Afternoon, January 25 
 

In Chapter four, the subject of pride, humiliation, and conversion all blend.  Here we learn of a proud king whose 

heart the God of Heaven was seeking to win from Heathen to God-fearing.  YHWH first piqued the king’s interest 

with the great image of Chapter 2, which brought the Divine hand in his life to light, for to him Daniel said, “But 

there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known *to the king Nebuchadnezzar* what shall be 

in the latter days.” (2: 28). That was like receiving a personal love letter from God, for the dream was directed 

“to the king, Nebuchadnezzar!”  How special is that!  God is not willing that sinners should perish, and even 

when they are locked away from the Gospel, far removed from a missionary outpost, the gospel of Salvation is 

still echoed abroad!  God created a hunger and a thirst in the king’s heart for knowledge after God, and this 

hunger would move him from wrath to abnegation, from self-praise to Divine praise, from sin unto holiness, 

from tyranny to liberty, and from bondage in Babylonian darkness to freedom in Y’shuah, the Son of God! 

In chapter four also, we will see a parallel application to the statute’s being brought down without hands, in the 

cutting down of the great tree.  Of great interest is the fact that the felling of the tree was not the end of the 

King, but the beginning of his last seven years of probation—the period of time when he could still be saved.  To 

this heathen king, the God of Heaven incessantly sought to save, and two impressive dreams were required to 

aid him in discovering the way of salvation?  God could have easily given these dreams to Daniel, but their value 

would be lightly esteemed before the highest potentate in Babylon, thus YHWH communed with the king and 

pointed him to His faithful servant, Daniel. 

• “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.”  Prov. 16:18  

• “16  These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 17  A proud look, a 

lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood.” Prov. 6: 16-19 

• “The LORD will destroy the house of the proud: but he will establish the border of the widow.” Prov. 

15:25  

• “Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not 

be unpunished.” Prov. 16:5  

• “An high look, and a proud heart, and the plowing of the wicked, is sin.” Prov. 21:4  
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The Golden Image; Sunday, Jan. 19 
 

• Lesson Notes: “God gives Nebuchadnezzar a second dream. This time, the 

king does not forget the dream. But because the Babylonian experts fail 

again, the king summons Daniel to provide the interpretation of the dream. 

In the dream, the king sees a big tree reaching up to heaven and a heavenly 

being commanding that the tree be chopped down. Only the stump and 

roots would be left in the earth and would be wet with the dew of 

heaven.”—Sunday, Jan. 26. 

 

The “Watcher” From On High 

 

• “13  I saw … and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down from heaven;  14  He cried aloud, and 

said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake off his 

leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and 

the fowls from his branches: 15  Nevertheless leave the stump of his 

roots in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender 

grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his 

portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: 16  Let his heart be 

changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; and let 

seven times pass over him.” Dan. 4: 13-16* 

• While clearly addressing the Babylonian king, the God of Heaven was also speaking to the Babylon of the 

last days, the Babylon that will be overlaid with remnants of the Iron and Brass kingdoms, respectively!  

We will later learn, in chapter 7,  that the “iron” is a symbol of Rome (Pagan and Papal), while the 

“brass” represents Greece.  As anciently God had his people in Babylon, the likes of Daniel and his three 

companions, among many others, similarly today he still has his people in Babylon.  The Second Angel’s 

message warns that Babylon will fall after she shall have made “all nations” drink of the intoxicating 

wine of her false doctrines.  And as God’s ancient people left Babylon and were restored back to 

Jerusalem, God promises to do it again.  We will expand on this concept in Friday’s Further Study and 

Application section. 

• The close resemblance of this dream having the 

hewn down tree with the former of the hewn 

down image (in Chapter 2), should not be taken 

lightly or overlooked, for in each instance, the 

work of cutting down the tree or the human 

stature was done “without hands”— without 

human aid!  The fact that God allowed the stump 

to have a “changed heart,” shows that YHWH 
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will control the hearts of the kings of antitypical Babylon (Rev. 17: 12, 13, 17) so that His very own 

purposes will be accomplished on this earth, in the consummation of all things. 

Daniel’s Humanity Revealed 
• “Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and his thoughts troubled him. 

The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. 

Belteshazzar answered and said, My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation 

thereof to thine enemies.” Dan. 4: 19* 

• * In this opening statement, Daniel’s humanity was revealed, he was lost for words, and perhaps fear 

ceased his mind, and he deflected that “the dream… and the interpretation thereof [was directed] to 

thine [the king’s] enemies,”—”to them that hate” the king.  But as we shall see, that was not accurate, 

indeed this entire dream was entirely directed to the King!  This experience goes to show that God 

controls the Scriptures, and will allow the Prophet to write that which HE directs, even against the 

messenger’s own feelings of foreboding.  The case of “killing the messenger” of bad news might have 

momentarily unnerved Daniel to deflect and exclaim that the vision was for the king’s enemies!  

Jeremiah once suffered for being the bearer of God’s message to the king, see Jer. 37. 

• “7 ¶  O LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived: thou art stronger than I, and hast prevailed: I 

am in derision daily, every one mocketh me. 

• “8  For since I spake, I cried out, I cried violence and spoil; because the word of the LORD was made a 

reproach unto me, and a derision, daily. 9  Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any 

more in his name. But his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary 

with forbearing, and I could not stay.” Jer. 20: 7-10 

Is Not This Babylon the Great? Sunday, January 26   

• “30  The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom 
by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 31  While the word was in the king’s 
mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The 
kingdom is departed from thee. 32  And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be 
with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times* shall pass 
over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to 
whomsoever he will. 33  The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was 
driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his 

 hairs were grown like eagles’ feathers, and his nails like birds’ claws.” Dan. 4: 30-32

• * “Seven times:”  This measure is the basis on which we will discover other time measures in 
Daniel 7, where we will discover one measure called “a season and a time,” and another 
called “time, times, and the dividing of time.”  At this time with the king, the seven times 
meant “seven years” of banishment from his Royal Palace, during which time the king lived 
like a demented person, having lost his reasoning, pride, and sense of personal identity!  
Indeed, God was showing the contrast between having a “beast’s heart,” and having the 
“new heart,” that comes only through a relationship with the King of the Universe!  In 
chapter 7 we will learn of a lion that was given a “heart transplant,” from beastly to human, 

 and the impact of that transaction upon the kingdom of Babylon.  Stay tuned…



 

 
Page 4 of 8 

 

• * For me, personally speaking, and as a Bible teacher, the application lesson for this prophecy 
could not be clearer, that God rules and overrules in the affairs of earth.  We may not like the 
current occupant of the White House, or the ones in leadership in our respective countries, 
but we should ever remember that “The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, as the rivers 

 of water: he turneth it whithersoever he will.” Prov. 21: 1
• I feel most impressed to say that in order to save President Trump, God will humble him.  He has 

been an instrument in God’s hand, as verily as was ancient Nebuchadnezzar, but though 
classified among “the basest of men,” Trump is a very pride-filled leader, and his montra of 
seeking GREAT-ness in “Making America Great Again,”  is akin to Nebuchadnezzar’s exclaim, 
“Is this not Great Babylon!”  The equivalent for Trump would be: “Is not this the great United 
States of America, that I have built by the might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majesty?”  Even now, Christians must be praying for this world leader, who in many ways 
administrates like a king, that he will experience humility so that the tender love of Christ 

 shall redeem him at in the end.
 

 The Most High Rules …Tuesday, January 28
 

• “17  This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to 

the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it 

to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men… 31  While the word was in the 

king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; 

The kingdom is departed from thee…33  The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon 

Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men...” Dan. 4: 30-33 

• “20  The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached unto the heaven, 

and the sight thereof to all the earth; … under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose 

branches the fowls of the heaven had their habitation: 22  It is thou, O king, that art grown and 

become strong...” Dan. 4: 20-22 

• “And now have I given all these lands into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my 

servant; and the beasts of the field have I given him also to serve him.” Jer 27:6  

• The Babylonian King was formerly called God’s “servant,” demonstrating that world governments 

are not merely political institutions divest of Divine control.  While God does not approve of every 

action of a leader, we must be guarded as to how we speak of such leaders, because God is 

accomplishing His eternal purposes through them.  After they have successfully executed the Divine 

mandate under their charge, our God is merciful and has a streched out hand to such ones to seek 

His face evermore.  As truly as he used such ones to punish the violaters of His Law, he will use 

others of lesser importance to also smite the former rulers, that they may know that the most High 

rules in the affairs of mankind.  It is historical repetition that the great nations of earth have fallen 

when they were most powerful—militarily and economically, but refused to acknowledge the 

sovereignty of YHWH in the affairs of men. In future studies we shall see this principle played out, 

from Chapter 5 and following, and coming to its climax in the deposing of the King of the North in 

the Holy Land, in Dan. 11: 45.  Stay tuned. 
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Lifting Eyes Toward Heaven, Wednesday, January 29 
• “34 ¶  And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine 

understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honoured him that liveth 

for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35  

And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of 

heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest 

thou? … 37  Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose works are 

truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.” Dan. 4: 34-37* 

• “18  I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou 

mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with 

eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” Rev. 3: 18. 

 Each one of us, at one level or another have had to deal with pride, Be it national, pedigree, family, 

religion, or personal, etc.  To each of us is the king’s acknowledgment extended—” those that walk 

in pride YHWH is able to abase.” And he does this not to destroy, but to save us in the end.  When 

we realize that we are mere pieces of pottery, or better stated, clay, then we will discover how to 

“yield” ourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may fashion us in the piece of pottery he 

wants us to be, a vessel of honor to return all praise to the King of Heaven! 

• The danger of the Church of the Laodiceans (Rev. 3: 14-20), was in their spiritual pride, as God’s specially 

denominated people, who had earned His blessings, and they started to trust in their spiritual attainments, 

thinking it was their own, and blindness settled in upon them, for they has stopped growing in grace, in 

truth, and in the knowledge of the Divine, to whit he sadly exclaimed, Read Rev. 3: 18-19. 

Humble and Grateful, Thursday, January 30 
• Lesson Notes: “In this letter, the king tells about his pride and insanity, and humbly recognizes God’s 

intervention in his life. Ancient monarchs would rarely write anything derogatory about themselves. 

Virtually all ancient royal documents that we know of glorify the king. A document such as this, therefore, in 

which the king admits his pride and his beastly behavior, points to a genuine conversion. In addition, by 

writing a letter recounting his experience and humbly confessing God’s sovereignty, the king is acting as a 

missionary. He can no longer keep to himself what he has experienced and learned from the true God. What 

we have seen here, then, in the king’s prayer and praise (Dan. 4:34-37), reveals the reality of his experience. 

The king now has a different set of values and can recognize the limitations of human power.”* 

• No longer was YHWH regarded merely as “Daniel's God,” or “the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego,” but now Nebuchadnezzar experienced Him as “the King of Heaven,” and thus his own God and 

Saviour!  Angels in heaven truly rejoice when one sinner turns from sin unto righteousness, and confesses 

faith in YHWH as the author and finisher of eternal salvation! 

Further Study and Application Friday, January 31 
• “7  At what instant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 

down, and to destroy it; 8  If that nation, against whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will 

repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them. 9  And at what instant I shall speak concerning a 

http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Dan.%204.34-37
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nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; 10  If it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my 

voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said I would benefit them.” Jer. 18: 7-10 

• “4  … I will give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them captive into 

Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword. 

• 5  Moreover I will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious 

things thereof, and all the treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their enemies, 

which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon.” Jer. 20: 4, 5 

•  “1 ¶  The word which came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2  Arise, and go down to the potter’s 

house, and there I will cause thee to hear my words. 3  Then I went down to the potter’s house, and, 

behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 4  And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the 

hand of the potter: so he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it. 5  

Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 6  O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this 

potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of 

Israel.”  Jer. 18: 1-6 

• “12  As a shepherd seeketh out his flock in the day that he is among his sheep that are scattered; so will 

I seek out my sheep, and will deliver them out of all places where they have been scattered in the 

cloudy and dark day. 13  And I will bring them out from the people, and gather them from the 

countries, and will bring them to their own land, and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the 

rivers, and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14  I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the 

high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall 

they feed upon the mountains of Israel. 15  I will feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie down, saith 

the Lord GOD. 16  I will seek that which was lost, and bring again that which was driven away, and will 

bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which was sick: but I will destroy the fat and 

the strong; I will feed them with judgment.” Ezek. 34: 11-16 

• “27 ¶  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah 

with the seed of man, and with the seed of beast. 28  And it shall come to pass, that like as I have 

watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict; 

so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the LORD... 31  Behold, the days come, saith the 

LORD, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: … 33  But 

this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the LORD, I 

will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall 

be my people. 34  And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 

saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, 

saith the LORD: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” Jer. 31: 27-34 

• “35 ¶  Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the ordinances of the moon and 

of the stars for a light by night, which divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts 

is his name: 36  If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the seed of Israel also 

shall cease from being a nation before me for ever. 37  Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be 
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measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the seed of 

Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD. 38  Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the 

city shall be built to the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner.” Jer. 31: 35-38 

 

Thought Questions: 

 

• What is the significance of the “iron” and “brass” band on the stump of the tree? 
• As Seventh-day Adventists, called out in the Laodicean Church, how has our spiritual “pride” affect our 

effectiveness, and obedience to “all the statutes, judgments, and commandments of our God?”  
• In Jer. 18, we read about the potter and the clay; will YHWH cancel all His promises to Abraham on account 

of Israel’s and Judah’s failures?  Will he honor the original promise, undiminished? 

  

******* 

Comments by Garrick Augustus, January 22, 2020. 
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Adult Sabbath School Lesson Commentary: Is a free service to the public, from Heralds of the King Ministries, 
and reflect an in-depth Biblical review and commentary on the weekly Adult SDA Sabbath School Quarterly 
Lessons. Except otherwise noted, all Bible passages are taken from the Authorized King James Version (KJV).  
These commentaries are not copyrighted, and may be reproduced, in whole, without further approval from the 
author, providing the original content is preserved.  If edits are required, permission must be granted from the 
author (contact information is provided below). 

 
Facebook: To subscribe yourself, your group or a friend, follow and like us on Facebook, and be sure to share.  
You may also follow our blog, or contact the author, Garrick Augustus at Gaugustus336@gmail.com.  
 
Questions: If you have a Bible question and desire to speak with someone, write to Gaugustus336@gmail.com, 
or call, 770-722-7969, or visit our weekly Sabbath afternoon Bible Class Q&A session, (information provided 
below). 
 
World-Wide Bible Study Forum: You may join our WhatsApp discussion board, “Marching To Zion,” (MTZ) from 
any place on earth, using the following link, https://chat.whatsapp.com/IlcvbcY9oUGC1Q0AcMUmzx  
 
Live weekly Bible Study with Q&A Every Sabbath afternoon, (from 4:30 pm EST [Oct. thru Mar.] and 5:30 pm 
EST [Apr-Sept] thru 7:00 PM EST. 
 
Dial-in number (US): (712) 770-5505; Access code: 944823# 
International dial-in numbers: https://fccdl.in/i/heraldingking 
Online meeting ID: heraldingking (One-word) 
Join International online meeting (audio & video): https://join.freeconferencecall.com/heraldingking, or 
download the freeconferencecall app from your Google Play, or Apple Store.  Follow the onscreen prompts to 
“join a meeting,” using the credentials provided above. 
 
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbZ76OxA_jskthKdNbewERg 
 
Signs of the Times in Prophetic Perspectives:  For cutting-edge end-time prophecies, and understanding the 

World’s Headline News from a Biblical perspective, visit: https://sdaprophecies.com  

Participation, Talent & Donations: We are a Bible teaching ministry and welcome your earnest prayers, joyful 
participation in sharing and proclaiming the “good news” of the Kingdom of God more fully, to this generation. 
We welcome your talent in writing or editing, and your cheerful giving of your financial resources, as well.  
“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth 
a cheerful giver.”  2 Cor. 9:7.  We accept contributions of all sizes, and you can make such charitable donations 
Online at Heralds of the King Ministries, or by mail to: 
 

Heralds of the King Ministries 
3808 County Rd. 150 

Brixey, MO, 65618 
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