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What is Truth? 

 "Truth is not what I believe. Truth is not even what 
I know. Truth is fact. I may not believe it. I may 
not know it. That does not change it. It is there 
nevertheless, waiting to be discovered and believed. 
Truth does not depend on the unsettled and 
changing opinions of men. It was truth before it 
was believed. It will remain truth, whether it is 
believed or not.  Reason does not originate or create 
it. It merely discovers it. Consequently, reason is not 
a source. Truth goes back beyond reason. 
Continued… 

 



Truth, Cont… 

 Others would have us believe that the Church 

is the source or authority, particularly in 

matters of theology. They are WRONG! The 

Church is the product of truth. It does not 

originate it. It came into being by accepting 

divine revelations. It is not the source of that 

revelation. Truth goes beyond the Church, it 

is antecedent to it”—Truth is Christ!  Carlyle B. Haynes, 

When A Man Dies, pg. 9 



Precious Truths Yet From Obscurity 

 "Precious Truths that have long been in 

obscurity, are to be revealed in a light that will 

make manifest their sacred worth, for God 

will glorify His Word, that it may appear in a 

light which we have never before beheld it." 
Counsels to Sabbath School Workers pg 25  



There is MORE Truth 

 "New light will ever be revealed on the Word of 
God, to him who is in living connection with the 
Son of Righteousness. Let no one come to the 
conclusion, that there is no more truth to be 
revealed. The diligent, prayerful seeker for truth 
will find precious rays of light yet to shine forth 
from the word of God. Many gems are yet 
scattered that are to be gathered together to 
become the property of the remnant people of 
God." Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p. 34. (1892.); Counsels to Writers 

and Editors. Pg 35  



More Truth Cont… 

 "There is no excuse for anyone in taking 

the position that there is no more truth to 

be revealed, and that all our expositions of 

Scripture are without an error." Counsels to 

Writers and Editors. Pg 35-36  

 





Who Are The 144,000? 
 “And after these things I saw four 

angels standing on the four corners 
of the earth , holding the four winds 
of the earth, that the wind should not 
blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor 
on any tree.  And I saw another 
angel ascending from the east, 
having the seal of the living God: and 
he cried with a loud voice to the four 
angels to whom it was given to hurt 
the earth and the sea, Saying, hurt 
not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 
trees, till we have sealed the servants 
of our God in their foreheads. And I 
heard the number of them which 
were sealed: and there were sealed an 
hundred and forty and four 
thousand of all the tribes of the 
children of Israel.”  Rev. 7: 1-4  



Strive To Be AMONG the 144,000 

 "Let us strive with all the power that God 

has given us to be among the hundred and 

forty four thousand.” Review & Herald 

March 9, 1905"- 7B.C. 970  

 How can we strive with all our power to be 

among the 144,000 if we don't know anything 

about them?  



The Elect will know 

 Back in the early days of the Advent message there 
had arisen some controversy over this subject and 
the servant of the Lord was compelled to pen these 
lines: 

 

 "It is not His will that they shall get into controversy 
over questions which will not help them spiritually, 
such as, Who is to compose the 144,000? This those 
who are the elect of God will in a short time 
know without question. Manuscript 26, 1901" Vol. 
1 Selected Messages p. 174  



Winds  Blow After Servants Are 

Sealed 

 Verse 3, makes it very clear that the four winds do 

not blow until the 144,000 are sealed. If we can 

find when the four winds blow, we will know when 

the sealing of the 144,000 is completed. We find the 

answer in the Testimonies.  

 "The Lord has shown me clearly that the image of 

the beast will be formed before probation closes; 

for it is to be the great test for the people of God, by 

which their eternal destiny will be decided. " 2 

Selected Messages p. 81  

 

 



The 4 Winds = Time of Trouble 

 "The time is coming when we cannot sell at any price. 
The decree will soon go forth prohibiting men to buy or 
sell of any man save him that hath the mark of the beast. 
We came near having this realized in California a short 
time since; but this was only the threatening of the 
blowing of the four winds. As yet they are held by the 
four angels. We are not just ready. There is a work yet to 
be done, and then the angels will be bidden to let go, 
that the four winds may blow upon the earth. That will be 
a decisive time for God's children, a time of trouble such 
as never was since there was a nation." Testimonies, 
Vol. 5. p. 152 



The FOUR Winds 

 "Just before we entered it (the time of trouble), 
we all received the seal of the living God. Then I 
saw the four angels cease to hold the four winds." 
7 B.C. 968  

 Evidently the mark of the beast is the beginning of 
the time of trouble = the 4 winds.  

 "Four mighty angels hold back the powers of this 
earth till the servants of God are sealed in their 
foreheads. ... When this restraining power is 
removed, there will come a time of trouble and 
anguish." 7 B.C. 967  



The FOUR Winds 

 Four Winds = Global Time of Trouble 

(persecution) against the Saints to be sealed— 

 Rev. 13: 15-17 

 EW 38 

 

 

 



Early Writings, p. 38 

 “I saw four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and 
were on their way to accomplish it.  Jesus was clothed with 
priestly garments.  He gazed in pity on the remnant, then 
raised His hands, and with a voice of deep pity cried, ‘My 
blood, Father, My blood, My blood, My blood!’  Then I saw 
an exceeding bright light come from God, who sat upon the 
great white throne, and was shed all about Jesus.  Then I saw 
an angel with a commission from Jesus, swiftly flying to the 
four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and waving 
something up and down in his hand, and crying with a loud 
voice, ‘Hold! Hold! Hold! Hold! Until the servants of God 
are sealed in their foreheads.’ 

 



EW p. 38 cont. 
 “I asked my accompanying angel the meaning of what I had 

heard, and what the four angels were about to do.  He said to 
me that it was God that restrained the powers, and that He 
gave His angels charge over things on the earth; that the four 
angels had power from God to hold the four winds, and that 
they were about to let them go; but while their hands were 
loosening, and the four winds were about to blow, the 
merciful eye of Jesus gazed on the remnant that were not 
sealed, and He raised His hands to the Father and pleaded 
with Him that He had spilled His blood for them.  Then 
another angel was commissioned to fly swiftly to the four 
angels and bid them to hold, until the servants of God were 
sealed with the seal of the living God in their foreheads.” 

 



The FOUR Winds 

 "These winds are under control until God 

gives the word to let them go. There is the 

safety of God's church. The angels of God 

do His bidding, holding back the winds of the 

earth, that the winds should not blow on the 

earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree, until 

the servants of God should be sealed in 

their foreheads." Testimonies to Ministers 

p.444  

 



What is “the seal of the living God?” 

 "What is the seal of the living God, which is 

placed in the foreheads of His people? It is a 

mark which angels, but not human eyes, 

can read; for the destroying angel must see 

this mark of redemption." (Letter 126, 

1898). 7 Bible Commentary p.968- E.G. 

White  



What is The SEAL? 

 Mark of Truth = Righteousness of Messiah 

 Deut. 6: 25--Righteousness 

 Eph. 1: 13—Gospel of Righteousness by Faith 

 Eph 4: 30—Sealed by Holy Spirit 

 Ezek. 20: 12-13—Statutes— “Sabbaths” 

 Ezek. 20: 19-20—Statutes– “Sabbaths” 

 Rev. 12: 17—Commandments—Torah Knowledge 

 Rev. 14:12—Commandments—Torah Knowledge 



The Seal = Sanctifying Truth 

 "This sealing of the servants of God is the 
same that was shown to Ezekiel in vision. 
John also had been a witness of this most 
startling revelation." Testimonies to 
Ministers p. 445  

 "The angel with the writer's ink horn is 
to place a mark upon the foreheads of all 
who are separated from sin and sinners, 
and the destroying angel follows this 
angel. (letter 12, 1886) 



The Seal is Settling Into Truth 

 "... it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, 

but a settling into the truth, both intellectually 

and spiritually, so they cannot be moved- just 

as soon as God's people are sealed and prepared 

for the shaking, it will come. " (MS 173, 1902) 4 

B.C. 1161  

 



Which Israel? 

 The Seal is in The Father’s Name—YHWH 

 Rev. 14: 1 “And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on 

the mount Zion, and with him an hundred forty and 

four thousand, having his Father’s name written in 

their foreheads.” 

 Abraham’s Lineage through Faith in Messiah: 

 Gal. 3: 29 

 Rom. 4: 11, 16 



Closing Work for Laodicea = Sealing of 

144,000 

 "The true people of God, who have the spirit of the 
work of the Lord and the salvation of souls at heart, 
will ever view sin in its real, sinful character. They 
will always be on the side of faithful and plain 
dealing with sins which easily beset the people of 
God. Especially in the closing work for the 
church, in the sealing time of the one hundred 
and forty-four thousand who are to stand without 
fault before the throne of God, will they feel most 
deeply the wrongs of God's professed people." 
Vol. 3 Testimonies p. 266  

 

 



Ezek. 9 = Judgment For Church 

 "This sealing of the servants of God is the 

same that was shown to Ezekiel in vision. 

John also had been a witness of this most 

startling revelation." Testimonies to 

Ministers p. 445  

 

 Ezek 9: 4-7 

 9T. p. 267 



Ezek. 9 will Be Literally Fulfilled 

Study the 9th chapter of Ezekiel. These words will be 

literally fulfilled; yet the time is passing, and the people 

are asleep. They refuse to humble their souls and to be 

converted. Not a great while longer will the Lord bear 

with the people who have such great and important 

truths revealed to them, but who refuse to bring these 

truths into their individual experience. The time is short. 

God is calling; will you hear? Will you receive His 

message? Will you be converted before it is too late? 

Soon, very soon, every case will be decided for eternity. 

Letter 106, 1909, {1MR p. 260.2} 

      



Literal Ezek 9 = Literal 144,000 

 Since both Ezekiel and John saw the “same” 

thing—the sealing of the 144,000— and we 

are told that Ezekiel’s destruction is “literal”, 

it is clear that BOTH events are alike literal! 

 This suggest that:  

 The numbering is Literal 

 The Slaying of the unrighteous is literal 

 The angels are literal (real) angels 



The Judgment is Swift 

 "Here we see that the church--the Lord's 

sanctuary--was the first to feel the stroke of the 

wrath of God. The ancient men, those to whom 

God had given great light and who had stood as 

guardians of the spiritual interests of the people, had 

betrayed their trust. They had taken the position 

that we need not look for miracles and the 

marked manifestation of God's power as in 

former days. Times have changed. …Cont. 



Cont… 

 These words strengthen their unbelief, and they say: 
The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil.  
He is too merciful to visit His people in judgment. 
Thus "Peace and safety" is the cry from men who 
will never again lift up their voice like a trumpet 
to show God's people their transgressions and the 
house of Jacob their sins. These dumb dogs that 
would not bark are the ones who feel the just 
vengeance of an offended God. Men, maidens, and 
little children all perish together." Testimonies, 
Vol. 5 p. 211.  

 



Two Closings of Probation 

 "The time of God's destructive 

judgments is the time of mercy for 

those who have no opportunity to 

learn what is truth; Tenderly will the 

Lord look upon them. His heart of 

mercy is touched; His hand is still 

stretched out to save, while the door 

is closed to those who would not 

enter. Large numbers will be 

admitted who in these last days hear 

the truth for the first time. (Review 

and Herald July 5, 1906). "  



144,000 and Great Multitude 

 Here we see that while the door of probation 
is “closed” to the church, it is “opened” to 
multitudes [large numbers] who will have 
heard the truth for the “first time.”   

 Since the 144,000 are called the “first” fruits, 
it is only fitting to recognize these “others”—
the great multitude—as the Second fruits, as 
there has to be at least a “second” fruit to give 
meaning to the word “first fruits”. 



The Rejectors of Light Have Had Their 

Opportunity 

 "But I speak not my own words when I say 

that God's Spirit will pass by those who 

have had their day of test and opportunity, 

but who have not distinguished the voice of 

God or appreciated the movings of His Spirit. 

Then thousands in the eleventh hour will 

see and acknowledge the truth." 2 Selected 

Messages p. 16  



The Harvest Is Past 

 “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we 
are not saved.” Jer. 8:20 

 

 "But the days of purification of the church are 
hastening on apace. God will have a people pure 
and true. In the mighty sifting soon to take place 
we shall be better able to measure the strength of 
Israel. The signs reveal that the time is near when 
the Lord will manifest that His fan is in His hand, 
and He will thoroughly purge His floor." Vol. 5 
Testimonies p. 80  



A Pure Ministry in the Latter Rain 

 “The great issue so near at hand will weed out 

those whom God has not appointed and He 

will have a pure, true, sanctified ministry 

prepared for the latter rain. . .”  {3 Selected 

Messages, p. 385.3}  

 This “pure” and “sanctified” ministry will be 

birthed as a result of the cleansing which 

Heaven will do, as recorded in Ezekiel and 

other prophets. 



A Famine For Truth 

 “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, 
that I will send a famine in the land, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the words of the Lord: And they shall 
wander from sea to sea, and from the north 
even to the east, they shall run to and fro to 
seek the word of the Lord, and shall not find 
it.” Amos 8: 11-12 

 Remember the 5 foolish virgins? 



They Live A Perfect Life in Messiah 

 "Christ is waiting with longing  desire for the 

manifestation of Himself in His church.  

When the character of Christ shall be 

perfectly reproduced in his people, then will 

He come to claim them as His own."  (Christ's 

Object Lessons, p. 69) 



Be Ye Holy 

 "The third angel's message is to lighten the 

earth with its glory; but only those who have 

withstood temptation in the strength of the 

Mighty One will be permitted to act a part in 

proclaiming it when it shall have swelled into 

the loud cry."  (Review & Herald, Nov. 19, 

1908.  Italics added)  

   



Be Ye Holy 

 "If we ever enter the kingdom of God, we 

must enter with perfect characters, not 

having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing.– 

Messages to Young People, p. 105. 

 

 



 "Pride, selfishness, vanity, worldliness—sin in 

all its forms -must be overcome, if we would 

enter into a union with Christ."  (Messages to 

Young People, p.118). 



First Fruits From The Remnant Church,  

The Second Fruits From Babylon 

 The reason why probation closes for the church 

before it does for the world is because the 

judgment for the living begins at God's 

church. This is why the 144,000 are called first 

fruits (Rev.14:4). They are the first ones to be 

judged among the living.  

 



 "For the time is come that judgment must 

begin at the house of God: and if it first begin 

at us, what shall the end be of them that obey 

not the gospel of God?" 1 Peter 4:17  



 

Heaven’s Invincible Army Which Endures the 

Final Test 

 
 Joel 2:1-12 (Read all verses) 

Bullets can’t pierce them 

 Fire can’t burn them 

Bombs can’t destroy them 

 Swords can’t kill them 

 The enemy can’t defeat them 

 The gates of hell will not prevail against them 

 They are YHWH’S Great Army of Evangels! 

 

 Joel 2: 15-16 



The Second Fruits From Babylon 

 Rev. 7:9-11; 13-14 

 Isa, 66: 15-20 



The Church of The Loud Cry 

 "Only those who have withstood 

temptation in the strength of the Mighty 

One will be permitted to act a part in 

proclaiming it [the third angel's message], 

when it shall have swelled into the Loud 

Cry." Review and Herald Nov. 9, 1908.  

 



The Church of The Loud Cry, Cont. 

 "Clad in the armor of Christ's righteousness, 

the church is to enter upon her final conflict, 

'Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and 

terrible as an army with banners' (Song of 

Solomon 6:10), she is to go forth into all 

the world, conquering and to conquer." 

Prophets and Kings p. 725  

 



A Pure Ministry For The Latter Rain 

 "The great issue so near at hand will weed out 

those whom God has not appointed and He 

will have a pure, true, sanctified ministry 

prepared for the latter rain...." Selected 

Messages Book 3, pp. 385. 

 

 



The Latter Rain Ministry, Cont. 

 "Those who come up to every point, and stand 

every test, and overcome, be the price what it 

may, have heeded the counsel of the True 

Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and 

thus be fitted for translation." Vol. 1. 

Testimonies p. 187  
 



The Latter Rain, Cont. 

 "The work is soon to close. The members of the 

church militant who have proved faithful will 

become the church triumphant . -Letter 32, 

1892. " Evangelism p. 707  



The Sum 
•The 144000 are Christians who retain their “Jewish” roots in 

Messiah—Abraham’s seed. 

•They are “Living Saints” prior to and during the Mark of the 

beast—time of trouble 

•The Sealing of the 144000 marks the close of probation for the 

remnant church 

•The sealing of the “great multitude” marks the close of 

probation for the world—the people in Babylon 

•The Seal constitutes full conformance to his character through 

a life of obedience to the Statutes, Judgments and 

Commandments 

•A Purified ministry will proclaim the Loud Cry—they live sinless 

lives in sinful flesh—Righteousness Through Faith. 

•You and I are candidates for this holy throng—144,000 

 



A Reflection From A.T. Jones 

 “What I want you to know is this fact:  That somebody 
will form a part of that perfect kingdom of God.  We 
may, or we may not,--we have our choice.  We can do 
as we please; but that thing is going to be.  There is 
going to be a people composed of representations of 
every tribe, and nation--white men, black men, yellow 
men, red men, poor men mostly--some rich men, a few 
great men, and a great many small men; men of all 
dispositions, and of all races and nationalities, all over 
the world--all speaking the same thing at the same time; 
all manifesting the characteristics of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  That is yet to be.” GCB April 9, 1901 (Extra No. 6) , p. 150, GCBQ01 VOL. IV.  
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