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Special guidelines for reading:
Quarterly’s Note: If there is a point of emphasis, clarification or correction needed in the
quarterly, it will be flagged here. This will be left blank if there are no special points of
significance for that day’s lesson.
QOD: This means “question of the day.” At the end of each day’s study is a thought
question and it will appear with supporting answer here.

Introduction and background:
For well over 100 years we Seventh-day Adventists have governed our understandings of the book of
Revelation largely on the basis of Elder Uriah Smith’s Thoughts, which he officially compiled in the
early 1880’s into a best-selling book, Thoughts on Daniel and the Revelation, later edited and resold in
the more familiar student’s reference text, Daniel and The Revelation.
In this review of the Adult Sabbath School Study Guide, we will highlight areas where more
illumination has been provided by the Holy Spirit of Prophecy, and encourage the reader into a deeper
walk with God, a clearer understanding of His Word, and a Christ-centered approach to understanding
“the revelation of Jesus Christ,” Y’shuah the Messiah.
A correct understanding of Revelation requires a working knowledge of the earthly sanctuary and its
services, for the ministration in the heavenly are shadowy reflected in the earthly. Therefore, any
4

interpretation of this book that militates against the High Priestly ministry of Christ will be lacking in
truth, content and clarity.
Garrick Augustus,
E-mail: Gaugustus336@gmail.com
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LESSON 1

December 29-January 4;

The Gospel From Patmos
Sabbath Afternoon
Memory Text: “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things
which are written therein: for the time is at hand.” Rev. 1: 3
This book was written principally to “reveal” Jesus Christ and is sealed with a “blessing” upon all who heed “the
words of this prophecy, and keep those things” which are committed to the people of the saints of the Most
High YHWH.

SUNDAY ↥

December 30

The Title of the Book
The title of this book, “Revelation,” means to reveal, hence this is a book intent on “revealing” the truth of
Messiah, the truth of things that were, are, and are to come. Writing about 96 AD, Christ told John that this
book contains “the things which are, and the things which shall be hereafter;” (Rev. 1: 19), and again he
emphasized, “I will shew thee things which must be hereafter.” (Rev. 4: 1).
While John saw many things pertaining to the “hereafter,” it must not escape our attention that he saw things
which transacted in eternity past, as well as the present times during which he lived. The One of whom this
book speaks is declared to be the “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which
is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.” (Rev. 1: 8).
Clearly then, since Jesus Christ is the One who speaks, and it is His revelation, then it is only logical that the book
treats on things spanning His existence, things that “are,” “were,” and “are to come.”
“When we as a people understand what this book means to us, there will be seen among us a great revival. We
do not understand fully the lessons that it teaches, notwithstanding the injunction given us to search and study
it. {TM 113.2}
“In the past teachers have declared Daniel and the Revelation to be sealed books, and the people have turned
from them. The veil whose apparent mystery has kept many from lifting it, God's own hand has withdrawn from
these portions of His word. The very name "Revelation" contradicts the statement that it is a sealed book.
"Revelation" means that something of importance is revealed. The truths of this book are addressed to those
living in these last days. We are standing with the veil removed in the holy place of sacred things. We are not to
stand without. We are to enter, not with careless, irreverent thoughts, not with impetuous footsteps, but with
reverence and godly fear.” {TM 113.3}
“When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better understood, believers will have an entirely different
religious experience. They will be given such glimpses of the open gates of heaven that heart and mind will be
6

impressed with the character that all must develop in order to realize the blessedness which is to be the reward
of the pure in heart.” {TM 114.3}

Quarterly’s Note:
Quarterly’s Question/Discussion: More than Christ’s building for us many mansions over the nearly
2,000 years since His departure to the “far country,” is His mediatorial work of High Priest on our
behalf, in the Heavenly Sanctuary. The promise of John 14: 1-3 will only be realized by those who have
met the conditions for admission to those mansions: “21 And having an high priest over the house of
God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from
an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised).” Heb. 10: 21-23.

MONDAY ↥

December 31

The Purpose of the Book
The book of Revelation is not an independent book from the rest of the Bible, but is the culmination of
all the prophecies, and as such embodies the whole Bible. Here, all the books of the Bible come to
focus, for in it is the climaxing of the great conflict of the ages—the great controversy between Christ
and Satan. “In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end.” {AA 585.1}.
To gain the benefit of this climaxing book of the ages, one must give place to the rest of the story—the
previous 65 books of the Bible. This will become especially true when we treat the subjects of the
Seals, Trumpets, Beasts, and Plagues, for merely relying on the interpretative commentaries of
Theologians such as Keith, Barnes, Gibbons, et.al., will prove futile attempts in unlocking Revelation’s
secrets. The Bible was written by “holy men of God who spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost,” (2 Pet. 1: 21), and cannot, therefore, be interpreted by academicians. Seminaries have their
place, but a seminarian is no more an authority in accurately disclosing the Truth of the sealed
prophecies, than can a non-nocturnal bird find its nest in the blackness of midnight. In other words, the
same Divine “Key” which wrote the Scriptures must also interpret them, for the Scriptures were
revealed not by the “might” of man’s intellect nor by the “power” of his understanding, but by God’s
Holy Spirit of Prophecy, (Zech. 4: 6), and as such, can only be rightly interpreted by the same Spirit of
Prophecy.
The primary purpose of Bible prophecy, then, is to act as “a light that shineth in a dark place,” (2 Pet. 1:
19), guiding the feet of God’s children through each stage of the great conflict of the ages, with Divine
assurance that He is with us always, “even unto the end of the world.” (Matt. 28: 20). In the language
of David it reads, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.” (Ps. 23: 4).
God’s “Rod” and “Staff” are His holy words that bring “comfort” to us travelers, even when we enter in
the dark places of this world’s history. It gives us the confidence that we know how the conflict ends,
we’ve seen the script, and we know who are the winners and the losers. It gives us assurance that the
7

winners are not necessarily those who temporarily walk away with their lives, but many times are
those who “loved not their lives unto the death,” (Rev. 12: 11), for their witness of Jesus Christ.
QOD: Read John 14:29. What crucially important principle for the purpose of prophecy can we find
here in this verse?
Attesting to the correctness of prophecy, Ezekiel wrote, “And when this cometh to pass, (lo, it will
come,) then shall they know that a prophet hath been among them.” Ezek. 33:33. Read also John 14:
29, Ezek. 2: 5, and Jer. 28:9.
Quarterly’s Note:

TUESDAY ↥

January 1

The Symbolic Language of Revelation
Immediately upon opening the Book of Revelation, symbols of various sorts confront the reader. It might well
be called a book of Symbolic Codes, for the truth of the book is hidden in symbols, and a correct interpretation
of the symbols is among Inspiration’s keys of unlocking Revelation’s secrets. As in other instances, whether by
prophecy or parables, God uses symbols to drive home the lesson more clearly, yet mysteriously, so that those
who are the children of the light will comprehend, having had access to the Divinely-inspired interpretative
“key.”
“10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables [symbolic codes]? 11
He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,
but to them it is not given.” (Matt. 13: 10, 11); [added].
From this, we can see that one of the purposes behind codifying the Scriptures in symbolic languages is to “hide”
the truth from those who would take it to do harm to the citizens of the kingdom of God, while “revealing” it to
those who are heirs thereof! What a wise and understanding Saviour, He hides His Truth in plain sight of the
enemy, so as to simultaneously save His sheep while exposing the enemy’s plots!
Quarterly’s Note: “In trying to determine the meaning of the symbols used in the book, we must be careful not
to impose on the text a meaning that comes out of human imagination or the current meanings of those
symbols in our culture. Instead, we must go to the Bible and to the symbols found in its pages in order to
understand the symbols in the book of Revelation.” Tue, Jan. 1, Paragraph 3.
This is a truthful and very accurate statement, and will be used to test some of our more traditional
denominational teachings on the Seals, Trumpets, Beasts, and plagues among others, to ascertain Biblical
authority.
QOD: What is the one thing that all these visions have in common?
They all speak of various beasts and creatures, including “man,” some savage, and others not.
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WEDNESDAY ↥

January 2

The Godhead
It is most delightful that the Lesson stressed “the Godhead” (Col. 2: 9), and not the Roman Catholic equivalent,
“the Trinity.” We are safe when we use terms derived in the Scriptures, for then we are on the platform of
Truth, but when we begin to “mix” the Sacred with the profane, we will soon be left on a reef our own
moorings. This point is being stressed now, in preparation for what is to follow, because we will soon discover
that there are some Roman Catholic terminologies what we need to weed from our vocabulary, or grant special
definitions for, and I salute the author for exercising this degree of care. Some words such as “Millennium,”
“Christendom,” and “Ceremonial Law,” are used by Christians without regard for their genesis, and it would be
helpful to understand the doctrinal basis of these words without repeating them out of mere tradition.
Having said the above, it is an undisputed fact that there are “three that bear record in heaven,” (1 John 5: 7),
yet, to avoid this conclusion, some have suggested that these parts of the Bible are not in the earliest copies of
the original, and must be expunged! Whenever you are called upon to “add unto” or “take away from” the
Scriptures, (Rev. 22: 18, 19), in order to sustain your doctrine, this is a very dangerous course, for the selfcorrecting nature of the Bible affords us the freedom in “rightly dividing the word of Truth,” (2 Tim. 2: 15), “in
the mouth of two or three witnesses.” (2 Cor. 13: 1).
Whenever you have a conflict with any part of Scripture, be sure to check it by the weight of evidence, “in the
mouth of the other witnesses” among the prophets in the Scriptures. But when your doctrine needs the support
of “Researchers,” and “Theologians” in order to obtain “legs” on which to stand, Beware! This principle is true,
not just for dealing with the three-persons who make up the Godhead, but it holds for doctrines such as “the
Lunar Sabbath,” “Day begins at Dawn,” “antitypical king David,” “the Feast days,” “the Female Holy Spirit,”
“Circumcision,” “Christmas,” “New Year’s day,” “Easter,” and “the Sabbath,” to mention a few.
It will be noticed that the doctrine which disparages the existence of three persons in the Godhead, also
diminishes the work and office of Jesus Christ (Y’shuah) as God, and makes Him out to be less than God, and as
such suggest that He is not deserving of our worship, for even He as the emptied One (Phil. 2: 7), testified that
“My Father is greater than I!” (John 14: 28). Such doctrines are not inspired by the Holy Spirit of Prophecy, but
by the unholy Spirit of Error, and are calculated to denigrate the only Mediator between God and man—the man
Christ Jesus, and deny Him of His divinity! This has been Satan’s aim from the earliest of times, one which has
led to his rebellion in Heaven for seeking, by force of arms, the adoration and worship that given to the Son
might be placed upon himself! His enmity has not abated, but intensified as the controversy climaxes;
therefore, we ought to be on the lookout for such doctrines whose aims are designed to replace the work and
ministry of Jesus Christ by some inventive methods spawned by the prince of darkness.
Quarterly’s Note: “’The seven Spirits’ means the Holy Spirit is active in all seven churches. This image refers to
the omnipresence of the Holy Spirit and His constant work among God’s people through history, enabling them
to fulfill their calling.”— Paragraph 4.
When searching the Scriptures, we ought to avoid the temptation of “group think,” and “gut feelings,” as was
done in this lesson in the following remark: “God the Father is identified as the One ‘who is and who was and
who is to come’ (see Rev. 1:8, Rev. 4:8, NKJV). This designation refers to the divine name Yahweh, ‘I AM WHO I
AM’ (Exod. 3:14, NKJV) referring to God’s eternal existence.” Paragraph 3.
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QOD: Rev. 1:4, 5:
From the context of this chapter, it is entirely incorrect to attribute Rev. 1: 8 solely to the Father, even though
He also wears this title “the first and the last.” As for v. 4, however, the context does allow for the Father to be
personally identified as “Him which is, and which was, and which is to come,” for it associates Him with “the
seven Spirits which are before His throne.” Hence, it discretely identifies the Father as the one on the throne
(Rev. 5:1), and simultaneously shows the Son, as “a Lamb as it had been slain,” (Rev. 5: 6), positioned not on the
throne but “before” (Dan. 7: 13) Him, given that “he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that
sat upon the throne.” (Rev. 5: 7). And in the act of the Son’s frontally coming to the father and taking the book
from His right hand, is illustrated the truth that He is not the Father, and the fact too, that greetings were given
“from the seven Spirits which are before his [the Father’s] throne,” further solidifies the truth that the “seven
Spirits”—the Holy Spirit, is a third entity in this Divine trio. Hence, the Godhead is clearly identified in this
salutation as three separate individual persons.
“What a Saviour we have! It was he that revealed himself to John on the Isle of Patmos, and proclaimed, "I am
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come,
the Almighty." None but just such an ever-living, mighty God, could pay the ransom to save sinners from going
down into the pit of death.” {RH, February 18, 1896 par. 5}
What might that mean, and how do we presently enjoy this glorious status in Christ as “kings and
priests” (Rev. 1:6, NKJV) while still in this sin-cursed world?
At the creation man (Adam and Eve) was made “king” over God’s creation (Ps. 8: 4-8), and in the “restitution of
all things,” (Acts. 3: 20), his kingly rule over the lower orders of creation will be restored, for the whole creation
groans till now, for the liberation of the sons and daughters of God into His glorious Kingdom of peace! The title
“kings and priests” is afforded us today as a down payment for our future reward; today we are in His training
school, and upon graduation, we will be awarded our official titles—“kings and priests” of the Most High, YHWH.

THURSDAY ↥

January 3

The Keynote of Revelation
QOD: While the Second Advent of Christ to our world is the consummation of the ages, with the liberation of the
church of God from this sin-cursed earth, it is important that we do not unjustly attribute Scriptures which have
a different termination point than the Second Coming with those pertaining to it. For example, in Zech. 12: 10
the Lesson unjustly attributed it to the Second Coming, but the context does not allow this. Let’s examine this
passage more closely at this point:
“And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.” (Zech.
12: 10).
Clearly, this passage meets its fulfillment after the cross, hence sometime later in the Christian dispensation, it
will be fulfilled, for His wounds having been healed, “the inhabitants of Jerusalem…will look upon [Him] whom
they have pierced,” and will be in bitterness for him. When will this be? The context of the chapter testifies
that it occurs at the time of refreshing (Acts 3: 19-21), when the Lord “pours” out His Holy Spirit in Pentecostal
10

power upon the waiting church of God! This event is what opens the Loud Cry of the Third Angel’s message, an
event that transacted during probationary time—the time when people can be saved by accepting Jesus Christ
as Saviour, Lord and King.
“6 In that day will I make the governors of Judah like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of fire in
a sheaf; and they shall devour all the people round about, on the right hand and on the left: and Jerusalem shall
be inhabited again in her own place, even in Jerusalem. 7 The LORD also shall save the tents of Judah first, that
the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against
Judah.” Zech. 12: 6, 7.
We see here that when this Scripture is fulfilled “Jerusalem shall be inhabited again in her own place, even in
Jerusalem,” and salvation will be available to all, for people will be “saved,” none of which can ever occur after
the close of probation and up to the Second Coming of Christ. Hence, these verses will receive a pre-advent
fulfillment, during probationary time! This view is not accepted within Seventh-day Adventism, though it is
taught by the mouth of all the Holy prophets of God, from Moses thru Malachi. More will be said on this topic,
when we explore Rev. 11, but from here, we should observe that the Jerusalem that is “inhabited again” could
not be the New Jerusalem, for it was never so occupied by earthlings before!
The word “again,” testifies to a repetition, and that the first inhabitants were destroyed, and it had to be reinhabited by a new set of Holy Spirit-filled people, sometime in the latter days, after a global war is fought there:
“2 Behold, I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling unto all the people round about, when they shall be in the
siege both against Judah and against Jerusalem. 3 And in that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone for
all people: all that burden themselves with it shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the earth be
gathered together against it.” (Zech. 12: 2, 3).
A war that involves “all the people of the earth,” is one in which all the major militaries of earth will be engaged,
and even now, as we look on the political horizon, we can see that the Middle East becoming a tinder box for
the next World War, not Armageddon, but World War 3! The truth of this conflict is accurately described in
Zech. 14, and demonstrates that during the time of the enforcement of the Mark of the Beast System—the
Sunday Law—God will have a city of refuge for His church in these last days.
When all the nations of earth shall, at the pain of death, restrict our ability to survive, (no buying no selling
without enrolling in the Mark of the Beast System), God will have an ark of safety for His people today, and a
holding place for the saved, during the Loud Cry of the Third Angel, a placed where the effects of the seven last
plagues will not be realized. Even now we can see the fingerprint of this coming Sunday Law under the guise of
“The Paris Climate Change Agreement.” Most Adventists are not aware that the “Climate Change Agreement”
bounding like a Trojan horse on which the much feared Sunday-law is riding, and many church leaders are
clueless as to its outcome, even enrolling the Denomination to lobby the nations in securing environmental laws
that will reverse the negative effects of “climate change.”
To learn more about the prophetic nature of the new Climate Change agenda being pushed by the international
community of nations and the Roman Catholic Church, which has already been accepted by all Churches and
Nations, though recently rejected by US President Donald Trump, watch our YouTube video “And He Causeth
The Earth To Worship.”

Quarterly’s Note:

11

FRIDAY ↥

January 4

Further Thought:
God's Spirit has illuminated every page of Holy Writ, but there are those upon whom it makes little impression,
because it is imperfectly understood. When the shaking comes, by the introduction of false theories, these
surface readers, anchored nowhere, are like shifting sand. They slide into any position to suit the tenor of their
feelings of bitterness. . . . Daniel and Revelation must be studied, as well as the other prophecies of the Old and
New Testaments. Let there be light, yes, light, in your dwellings. For this we need to pray. The Holy Spirit, shining
upon the sacred page, will open our understanding, that we may know what is truth. . . {TM 112.1}
There is need of a much closer study of the word of God; especially should Daniel and the Revelation have
attention as never before in the history of our work. We may have less to say in some lines, in regard to the
Roman power and the papacy; but we should call attention to what the prophets and apostles have written
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit has so shaped matters, both in the giving of the
prophecy and in the events portrayed, as to teach that the human agent is to be kept out of sight, hid in Christ,
and that the Lord God of heaven and His law are to be exalted. Read the book of Daniel. Call up, point by point,
the history of the kingdoms there represented. Behold statesmen, councils, powerful armies, and see how God
wrought to abase the pride of men, and lay human glory in the dust. . . . {TM 112.2}
The light that Daniel received from God was given especially for these last days. The visions he saw by the
banks of the Ulai and the Hiddekel, the great rivers of Shinar, are now in process of fulfillment, and all the events
foretold will soon come to pass. {TM 112.3}
Quarterly’s Note:
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LESSON 2 January 5-11
Among the Lampstands
SABBATH AFTERNOON
Memory Text: “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the

churches,” (Revelation 2:7, KJV).
Among other things, this verse shows that it is the Holy Spirit that is speaking to the churches, therefore, when
Christ Speaks, the Spirit is also speaking, not that the Son and the Spirit are the same person, but that they carry
the same message, and in this respect they are one. So, while the Son of man was He who stood among the
candlesticks, the His Testimony came courtesy of the Holy Spirit of Prophecy. Being in the midst of the seven
churches, while simultaneously He is in heaven, introduces the truth that Christ, after His glorification on
Pentecost has regained His Omnipresence.
This is an area that many Christians are not aware of, that Christ is no longer limited as at the death of Lazarus,
but can more freely attend to his work in the Heavenly Sanctuary, while simultaneously managing the affairs of
the unfallen worlds, and the affairs of His church on this fallen earth! Just think that while we know that the
Father has omnipresence, that Christ is sharing the eternal throne with Him while at the same time they are
both in the Sanctuary, where Christ is “before” Him, and only the Father is seated on the Sanctuary throne.
They could not both pull this off in synchronous schedules, were they not both omnipresent!
As for His ministration in the heavenly sanctuary, the Psalmist sang, “Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is
so great a God as our God?” Ps 77:13. Hence, the way to find God is to search for Him in the Holy of Holies, to
enter into His Sanctuary.

SUNDAY ↥

January 6

On Patmos
Read Revelation 1:9. What does John tell us of the circumstances in which he received
the visions of Revelation?
Though left alone to die on Patmos, this isolated place became a sanctuary of praise, a place where God would
speak to His servant the final stories of earth’s history. More importantly to us today, though, is the fact that no
matter the circumstance in which we are placed, we still have access to the throne room of Heaven! John’s
crimes are stated in the verse. He was banished “for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ.”
This is what the Apostle Peter stated, and gave broad encouragement that should we suffer in such manner,
“happy are ye.” (1 Peter 4: 12-15).
These are our calling cards, (a) “the Word of God,” and (b) “the testimony of Jesus Christ.” Here Christians are
being called to have singular faithfulness and dependence on “the Word of God,” for it is our Textbook for
salvation! More than ever, Christians in general, and Adventists in particular need to have a personal encounter
13

with the Word of God. Once were known as “the people of the book,” but that title has long vanished away, and
a new secularism has largely replaced Bible-based Truth. Secondly, we are called to “testify” of the Saviour,
hence, a life of witnessing is our mission. May we realize that the to bear the testimony of Jesus Christ, it means
that we must chose to “follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth” (Rev. 14: 4), follow Him in truth and in
sanctification, follow Him in prayer and in holiness, follow Him on earth below and in His Sanctuary above! (Ps.
77:13).

MONDAY ↥

January 7

On the Lord’s Day
The lesson did a scholarly work on this topic, and is worthy of no additional commentary in defense of the
Bible Sabbath.
It is beneficial to know, however, that when we engage with the broader Christian community, that this
becomes a point of contention, for they hold that “the Lord’s day” is the first day of the week—Sunday! “The
day and time when he had this vision was the Lord's day, the Christian sabbath, the first day of the week,
observed in remembrance of the resurrection of Christ. Let us who call him Our Lord, honour him on his own
day.” Matthew Henry Commentary.
From such erroneous scholarship, most of the Christian world is still blinded to the truth of the fourth
commandment, the truth of true Sabbath rest. This truth is becoming more contested in these closing days of
earth’s history, and will be punishable on pain of death, for non-compliance, in a few short years! See. Rev. 13:
11-16.
It cannot be overstated here that the current International Climate Change Agreement in the Paris Accords is
engendered to lead the world into accepting a false day of worship, a false Sabbath, under the pretense of
helping the planet to heal from the negative impact of anthropogenic (human caused), climate change. They
have already spoken in this regard:
•

“Enforceable international agreements are urgently needed, since local authorities are not always
capable of effective intervention... Global regulatory norms are needed to impose obligations and
prevent unacceptable actions...” Pope Francis, 2015, Laudato-Si, § 173.

•

“On Sunday, our participation in the Eucharist has special importance. Sunday, like the Jewish Sabbath,
is meant to be a day which heals our relationships with God, with ourselves, with others and with the
world… The law of weekly rest forbade work on the seventh day… And so the day of rest, centred on
the Eucharist, sheds it light on the whole week, and motivates us to greater concern for nature and the
poor.” Pope Francis, 2015, Laudato-Si, § 237.

•

“Most religious communities have released statements on Climate Change and the need to care for
Creation. The following list … demonstrates the unity within the religious community on these
important issues.” Interfaith Power & Light

•

“A Polish law banning almost all trade on Sundays has taken effect… The new law at first bans trade on
two Sundays per month, rising to three Sundays a month from 2019 and finally all Sundays from 2020,
except for seven exceptions before the Easter and Christmas holidays.”– The Guardian, March 11, 2018.
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•

“Men in responsible positions will not only ignore and despise the Sabbath themselves, but from the
sacred desk, will urge upon the people the observance of the first day of the week, pleading tradition
and custom in behalf of this man-made institution. They will point to calamities on land and sea—to
the storms of wind, the floods, the earthquakes, the destruction by fire—[Climate Change], as
judgments indicating God's displeasure because Sunday is not sacredly observed.—EGW, Signs of the
Times, January 17, 1884; [added].

•

“Plans of serious import to the people of God are advancing in an underhand manner among the
clergymen of various denominations, and the object of this covert maneuvering is to win popular favor
for the enforcement of Sunday sacredness.” {The Paulson Collection of EGWC 333.1}

To learn more about how Pope Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato-Si, on the negative environmental impact of Climate
Change will affect the lives of “every person on the planet”—“our common home,” and how it will impose a
Sunday-Sabbath legislation upon earth’s inhabitants, please check out these two YouTube Videos, And he
Exerciseth all the Power of the First Beast Before Him, and And He Causeth The Earth To Worship.
QOD: While God’s Sabbaths provide reflection that God is our Creator and Redeemer, we learn through Ezekiel
that they are a mark of our sanctification: “Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign between me
and them, that they might know that I am the LORD that sanctify them.” Ezek. 20: 12.

TUESDAY ↥

January 8

John’s Vision of Christ on Patmos
The man in “linen” garments is pervasive through the prophecies of Ezekiel, Daniel, and Revelation, and He is
not always noticed for who He really is—the Son of God. When we pause to realize that the Priests/High Priests
wore “linen” garments, then it will make sense that our “great High Priest” in the Heavenly Sanctuary is also
attired in His priestly garments, indicating that He is Saviour, Redeemer, and Mediator supreme, and for as long
as probation lasts, He will retain rights to that title, and will be outfitted in His Priestly garment. This same view
of the Saviour is further described in Dan. 12: 6-8, and in Ezek. 9:2.
The reader will be greatly rewarded to conduct a word search in the Scriptures to see the instances wherein
“linen” is mentioned in reference to Jesus Christ, or those impacting His priestly ministry.
QOD: “I know thy works.” This phrase has been employed by the Saviour for each of the seven churches,
indicating that He is the searcher of hearts and the all-knowing One; our lives are as an opened book, bare
before Him.
In His opening address to each of the seven churches, Christ never fails to say, “I know thy works,” because He
has “seven eyes” Rev. 5: 6, which are the “seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.” When addressing
the seven churches then, we are brought in close scrutiny of the Divine Intelligence of the King of the universe.
We are told that, “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.” Heb. 4: 13. Again, we are reminded that “God shall
bring every work into judgement, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” Eccl. 12:
14. Clearly then, the messages to the seven churches, are a reflection of how God sees his people at the present
time, and not willing that any should perish, but that all should repent and have everlasting life, He mercifully
tells us of our spiritual standing with Him, and what must be done to make it right in His sight. What a loving
and merciful High Priest we serve!
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WEDNESDAY ↥

January 9

Christ’s Messages for Then and Now
From the days of the Apostles till now, whenever God has a message for His people on earth He sends it first to
his church, and being His agency for the salvation of men, the church then takes that message to the world. This
is a very consistent theme throughout Revelation, and the messages to the seven churches are quite indicative
of this fact: “What thou seest, write in a book, and send it unto the seven churches which are in Asia.” Rev. 1:
11. The modern church works under the premise that God speaks to her through a different mode—the
ministry of today, but this rather contrary to the model presented in Revelation, for there the messages are
directed to the “angel”—ministry of each church! In other words, God uses his inspired messenger, in this case
John, to deliver a message from Himself—his testimony—unto the leadership (ministry) of each of the seven
churches. Their response to those messages would determine the eternal state of such recipients, or intended
recipients. It is for this reason above all that He counsels seven times in these letters, “I know they works.”
•
“The names of the seven churches are symbolic of the church in different periods of the Christian
Era. The number 7 indicates completeness, and is symbolic of the fact that the messages extend to the
end of time, while the symbols used reveal the condition of the church at different periods in the history
of the world.” {AA 585.3}
An important thought question: If God has a message for His church today, how will He send it? Does He still
reserve the right to raise up an inspired servant, as with John, to deliver a message of encouragement,
warning, or reproof, to His remnant church today? Certainly! And this is why we are admonished to “20
Despise not prophesyings. 21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” 1 Thess. 5: 20, 21. The Spirit of
Prophecy will be ever-active in the true church till the close of time, and so God reserves the right to send us
messages at His will. In order to ward off against the deceptions of “false prophets,” we are further counseled
to “try the spirits,” (1 John 4: 1), and test their messages against “the law and the testimony,” (Isa. 8: 20), to
ascertain that there is “light,” and not just heat in them!
QOD: “Suppose the Lord were to write a letter today to your local church…” That letter has already been
written, and is most accurately described in Rev. 3:14-21—the message to the church of the Laodiceans. This
Laodicean message is also strengthened by the Elijah Message (Mal. 4: 4-6), which is designed “to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.” Luke 1:17.

Prophecy must be fulfilled. The Lord says: "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord." Somebody is to come in the spirit and power of Elijah,
and when he appears, men may say: "You are too earnest, you do not interpret the Scriptures in the
proper way. Let me tell you how to teach your message." {TM 475.3}.

THURSDAY ↥

January 10

Message to the Church in Ephesus
The church of Ephesus was established in the midst of a people who were idol worshippers. It was in Ephesus
that the “temple of the great goddess Diana” Acts 19: 27-28, was erected. Here in Ephesus were so many
converted demon worshippers to the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, that we are told, “Many of them also which
used curious arts brought their books together, and burned them before all men....So mightily grew the word of
God and prevailed.” Acts. 19: 19, 20. For this reason therefore, among others, Christ declared, I know “how
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thou canst not bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and
hast found them liars.” Rev. 2: 2.
Being the first of the seven churches, the enemy of souls tried from the very beginning to corrupt the doctrine of
this church, because, he knew that if he can successfully control the doctrines, and the manner of worship of the
believers, then he will have full control of the church. The Ephesian church was wide awake in the spirit though,
and his many incursions were rebuffed by a clear “thus saith the Lord.
The “apostles” of whom the Lord speaks are characterized as “false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ.” 2 Cor. 11: 3-4, 13-15.
The first love from which they had fallen, is that which Paul had previously warned, “for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.” 2 Thess. 2: 1-3, 1012. This creeping compromise was hastened on by “the man of sin”—the Roman Papacy! It was the demise of
the first church, and as we will discover throughout all these seven letters, it has been the great danger to the
existence of the true church, ever since the early apostles closed their eyes. Let us be on the lookout for that
corrupting system today! Wide awake should we be, for in the Laodicean church, he now reigns!
“It is the rejection of Bible truth which makes men approach to infidelity. It is a backsliding church that lessens
the distance between itself and the Papacy.” {ST, February 19, 1894 par. 4}
As Seventh-day Adventists, we should ask ourselves individually the question, how far are today from the
Papacy, or the reverse, how close are we today to the Roman Papacy?
The Nicolaitans:
•
Inspite of their spiritual “fall” however, the Lord commended the church of Ephesus “that thou
hatest the deeds [doctrine] of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” Rev. 2: 6; [added]. Who are these
Nicolaitans? “The Word ‘Nico-laitanes’ comes from the two words nikao and laos: nikao means ‘to
conquer,’ to get ‘the upper hand,’ to have ‘the ascendancy, in all relations’; and laos —’the people at
large’ as distinguished from ‘the clergy.’”
•
“The word then signifies that conquering or conquest of ‘the people’ of the churches by that
mischievous insect of the kleros or ‘clergy’ in the Christian beehive: That persistent spirit of the
princedom of the Gentiles that must exercise among Christians dominion and authority.” —Lessons From
The Reformation, A.T. Jones, p. 221.
It is from the Nicolaitans that the system of the Papacy arose, and this is what was being condemned by Christ
from the earliest of times! “Thus the people, wherever the Babylonian system spread, were bound neck and heel
to the priests. The priests were the only depositories of religious knowledge; they only had the true tradition, by
which the writs and symbols of the public religion could be interpreted; and without blind and implicit
submission to them, what was necessary for salvation could not be known.”—The Two Babylons, Alexander
Hislop, p. 7.
Jesus Christ, the Faithful and True Witness, “hates” the doctrines of the Nicolaitans, and so should we, if we are
wise! In short then, the spirit and doctrine of the Nicolaitans is one which bears supremacy over the heritage of
Christ. This is the spirit that gave rise to the Kings in Israel, for the appointment of a King was not God’s idea, it
was a Satanic inspiration that deceived the elders of Israel into believing that “kingly powers” are the best form
of church government! It is one of class distinction within the church of Christ, a system which he totally
despises, and repeatedly rebuked, declaring, “it shall not be so among you.” Matt. 20: 25-27. See also 1 Peter
5: 3-4.
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Have you ever wondered why Jesus characterized his followers as sheep, while the heathen are characterized as
wolves? The truth of the matter is that, unlike wolves, sheep have no hierarchical governmental structure in
their flocks; they are simply lead by a shepherd. And so Jesus declared Himself to be that “one Shepherd” and
“one King,” the “Good Shepherd,” and ranks all other overlords as viscous impostors. There ought to be no
Pope or “kingly power” in the Church of God! “He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the
churches.” Rev. 2: 7.

FRIDAY ↥

January 11

Further Thought: Read Ellen G. White and A.T. Jones...
• “What was the origin of the great apostasy? How did the church first depart from the simplicity
of the gospel? By conforming to the practices of paganism, to facilitate the acceptance of
Christianity by the heathen. The apostle Paul declared, even in his day, ‘The mystery of iniquity
doth already work.’ 2 Thess. 2: 7. During the lives of the apostles the church remained
comparatively pure. But ‘toward the latter end of the second century most of the churches
assumed a new form; the first simplicity disappeared, and insensibly, as the old disciples retired to
their graves, their children along with new converts,...came forward and new-modeled the
cause.’...To secure converts, the exalted standard of the Christian faith was lowered, and as the
result ‘a pagan flood, flowing into the church, carried with it its customs, practices, and idols.’...As
the Christian religion secured the favor and support of secular rulers, it was nominally accepted by
multitudes; but while in appearance Christians, many ‘remained in substance pagans, especially
worshipping in secret their idols.’” —G.C. pp. 384-385.
• “The next step was for certain bishops to assert authority over other bishops; and the plea
upon which this was claimed as a right, was that the bishops of those churches which had been
established by the apostles were of right to be considered as superior to all others. Furthermore it
was claimed that in those churches the true doctrine of Christ had been preserved in the greatest
purity. As the bishops of those churches claimed to be the repositories of the true doctrine,
whenever any question arose upon any matter of doctrine or interpretation of the scripture, appeal
was made to the bishop of the nearest apostolic church. As Rome was the capital of the empire,
and as the church there claimed direct descent not only from one but from two apostles, it soon
came to pass that the church of Rome claimed to be the source of true doctrine, and the bishop of
that church to be supreme over all other bishops.” The Two Republics, A.T. Jones, pp. 232, 233.

LESSON 3*January 12-18
Jesus’ Messages to the Seven Churches
Sabbath Afternoon
Memory Text: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.” (Revelation 3:21).
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There are seven churches to whom Christ’s “Testimony” through John was sent, and in each instance the
opening message was declared in varying forms, from Jesus Christ, and consistently closed with the epithet, “He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”
Apology: It is unfortunate that the study of this concluding book of the Bible is afforded only 13 weeks, for the
depth and scope it covers—the whole Bible. There are details that will be purposefully left untouched, in order
to provide content, but there are some areas that must be explored, such as we’ve done in Lesson 2 (last
Thursday’s lesson, p. 10), discussing the Nicolaitans, a topic not mentioned in Lesson 2, and given merely a
passing comment in Lesson 3. We will encounter these omissions from time to time throughout the Lesson, and
it is our duty to provide illumination on these areas for the benefit of the reader and the edification of “the
church,” of God today. Our apology is to ask for the reader’s patience in extra reading material what will be
called upon to bring forth the messages in the remaining six churches. Just the message to the church of
Laodicea alone, would be sufficient to occupy our attention for a week, let alone the additional five Churches,
but we pray that the Holy Spirit will make this point as clear as possible, and in as condensed a format as
possible.

SUNDAY ↥

January 13

Christ’s Messages to Smyrna and Pergamum
Jesus Christ, “the first and the last,” calls the Smyrnan Christians “rich” in spite of their obvious “poverty,” unlike
the Laodiceans whom he condemned for their boast of being “rich, and increased with goods, and have need of
nothing,” while completely ignorant of their true condition, “ wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked.” Rev. 3: 17. The church at Smyrna is the only ones to whom Christ declared “thou art rich,” even while
they professed “poverty,” for He saw that they had appropriated all the revealed truths of God’s Word up to
that time! Hence, their “wealth” was not one in material goods, but in spiritual truths—their seeking first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness. Christ recognized their “poverty” as a virtue for His kingdom. See Matt.
5: 3.
The Church at Smyrna is proverbial for two prominent historical characters, Victor, bishop of Rome, and
Polycarp, the disciple of John, who at one time was the bishop of Smyrna. So, in a real sense, John was directly
writing to St. Polycarp, the “angel” (Leader) of the Church in Smyrna, one whom he brought to the Faith, and
with whom he was personally acquainted. It was at Smyrna that the first act of tampering with the Law of God
was given official notice, for here the Nicolatians created a controversy with the early Christians as to the proper
time to observe the Passover (incorrectly called Easter in some history books). This is a rather eye-opening
segment of church history, for as the Quarterly rightly stated, the Symrnan church period extends from shortly
after A.D. 100 “Until A.D. 313.” What is significant about this period is, the church was nearly 300 years beyond
the Cross, and the practice of the Passover was still a common practice by all the true followers of Messiah! The
reader is encouraged to read about this controversy in the 1910 Edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica, pp. 828829.
This is how that history began, “Generally speaking, the Western churches kept Easter [Passover] on the first day
of the week, while the Eastern churches followed the Jewish rule, and kept Easter [Passover] on the fourteenth
day. St Polycarp, the disciple of St John the Evangelist and bishop of Smyrna, visited Rome in 159 to confer with
Anicetus, the bishop of that see, on the subject; and urged the tradition, which he had received from the
apostle, of observing the fourteenth day… Victor proceeded to excommunicate Polycrates and the Christians
who continued the Eastern usage… A final settlement of the dispute was one among the other reasons which led
Constantine to summon the council of Nicaea in 325…
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“The decision of the council was unanimous that Easter [Passover] was to be kept on Sunday, and on the same
Sunday throughout the world, and " that none should hereafter follow the blindness of the Jews " (Socrates, H.E.
i. g)... The few who afterwards separated themselves from the unity of the church, and continued to keep the
fourteenth day, were named Quartodecimani [an early name given the Waldenses], and the dispute itself is
known as the Quarto-deciman controversy.” The Encyclopedia Britannica, (1910-1911, 11th ed.) pp. 828-829;
[brackets, italics, and emphases, supplied].
That controversy now brings to focus Christ’s affirmation, “I know the blasphemy of them which say they are
Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan.” (Rev. 2: 9). This hails back to the church at Ephesus, when
Christ also recognized them for having “tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast found
them liars.” (Rev. 2: 2).
The theological conflict over the proper timing and observance of Passover reached its apotheosis and fomented
over in wrath, when in A.D. 197 Polycrates was issued the ultimatum: recant or be burnt at the stake! That sad
history has been preserved in the SDA Bible Commentary. Feeling the heat of the flames before him, Polycrates
preached his last sermon, in defense of Passover thusly,
“And I also, Polycrates, the least of you all, live according to the tradition of my kinsmen, and some of them have
I followed. For seven of my family were bishops and I am the eighth, and my kinsmen ever kept the day when
the people put away the leaven, therefore brethren, I who have lived sixty-five years in the Lord and conversed
with brethren from every country, and have studied all holy Scripture am not afraid of threats, for they have
said, who were greater than I, ‘It is better to obey God rather than men’...And I could mention the bishops who
are present whom you required me to summon, and I did not. If I should write their names they would be many
multitudes; and they knowing my feeble humanity, agreed with the letter, knowing that not in vain is my head
grey, but that I have ever lived in Christ Jesus.” Seventh- Day Adventist Bible Commentary Vol. 9, p. 362; italics
and emphases, added.
So, nearly 170 years after the Cross, this Patriarch of the Faith lost his life over his determination “to obey God
rather than men” in observing the Passover as directed by all the Apostles! The greater truth that this uncovers
is that Passover and the other so-called “Jewish feasts,” was never eliminated at the Cross, as is traditionally
taught today, but was practiced by “many multitudes” for hundreds of years thereafter.
Offering $1,000 to anyone who can prove the so-called “Jewish feasts” were abolished by the Apostles, Roman
Catholic, Cardinal Enright, has challenged the Christian world to produce their Biblical support, and his challenge
still stands!
“We keep Sunday in obedience to the law of the Catholic Church. The Church made this law long after the Bible
was written; hence the law is not in the Bible. The Catholic Church abolished not only the Sabbath, but all the
Jewish Festivals. Those who deny the authority of the Catholic Church and obey only the Bible must answer
correctly the following… In Lev 23 you find 7 holy days binding as strictly as the Sabbath. Where does the Bible
say that they are abolished? … Here also you obey the Catholic Church and not the Bible.” T. Enright CSSR. The
Mission Church of the Most Holy Redeemer, Detroit, Michigan, Letter, April 26, 1902.
This knowledge should today open the relevant discussion as to why the modern church no longer observes
such Bible-based solemnities, in the face of Rome’s Challenge!
With the backdrop of Polycarp’s martyrdom, provided comfort and encouragement, “Fear none of those things
which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall
have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” (Rev. 2: 10). “Nay, in
all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” Read Rom. 8: 31-39.
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Pergamum
On the heels of the savagery experienced at Smyrna, the “tribulation” did not cease, but was extended unto
Pergamus, “where Satan's seat is.” This “seat,” is again seen in Chapter
13, where the Bible says of the leopard-like (Papal) beast, “and the
dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” (Rev. 13:
2). Clearly, Pergamus has brought us to the time when the Roman
Catholic Papacy was subversively installed to bear rule, as the
Nicolatians, over the Church of God!
Who was Antipas? “Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain
among you, where Satan dwelleth.” (Rev. 2: 13). The word Antipas is a
compounded Greek work from “anti”—to be against, and “pas” the
plural of “pa”—Father. Together then, the name “Anti-Pas” means
“anti-fathers,” or “anti-papas,” more familiarly stated as “anti-Papacy!”
Rather than being representative of one person, Antipas is a code name
(prophetic title) for all the true worshipers of Christ who also opposed
the system of the “papas” (Fathers)—the Papal institution, and for this
they were slain as faithful martyrs!
Read Lessons From The
Reformation, A.T. Jones, p. 222.
“In the sixth century the papacy had become firmly established. Its seat of power was fixed in the imperial city,
and the bishop of Rome was declared to be the head over the entire church. Paganism had given place to the
papacy. The dragon had given to the beast ‘his power, and his seat, and great authority.’ Revelation 13:2. And
now began the 1260 years of papal oppression foretold in the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation. Daniel
7:25; Revelation 13:5-7. Christians were forced to choose either to yield their integrity and accept the papal
ceremonies and worship, or to wear away their lives in dungeons or suffer death by the rack, the fagot, or the
headsman's ax." {GC 54.2}.
“But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there, them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who
taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to
commit fornication.” Rev 2:14.
Christ praised Ephesus church saying, “thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” Rev. 2: 6. It
is important to see that the early church had no liking for the deeds of the domineering power-hungry
Nicolatians, whose policies were to lord it over God’s heritage, and to promote “another godpel”! Two churches
later, however, the spirit of apostasy had gained sufficient traction in Pergamus that, unlike Ephesus, they
tenaciously held to the doctrine of Balaam, and accepted into fellowship “them that hold the doctrine of the
Nicolaitans,” (Rev 2:15); this is a doctrine that God Himself also “hates!”
Application: In recent years, Seventh-day Adventists have accepted into church fellowship some “doctrines” and
“deeds” that God “hates!” And, at least in North America, the Adventist Church has opened itself to accepting
members from the LGBTQ+ community into church membership, and has published a working policy manual,
Guiding Families of LGBT+ Loved Ones, on how to be inclusive in our schools and churches, to church members
professing this abominable lifestyle! While “love” is the badge of Christians under all circumstances, Posture
Shift is taking this farther, and in their own words they declare, "We have never — and will never — practice
reparative or conversion therapy. Our only objective in spiritual care is to offer safety, acceptance, protection
and a place for people to share their story and grow in their faith without judgment."—Lead Them Home, “What
We Offer,” web page.
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Now, this LGBTQ+ ideation (doctrine of the Nicolatians) is getting even more traction from the local Conference
levels, as shown below:
“The two day meeting, titled ‘Loving Well’ is by invitation to Oregon conference educators and pastors and
some student leaders... One of the presenters is Bill Henson—author and non-Adventist speaker of ‘Guiding
Families of LGBT+ Loved Ones’ (GFLGBT+LO). He is giving this advice to Adventist educators, pastors, and family
members through his NAD-endorsed book.”—Fulcrum, Jan. 8, 2019.
Isn’t it interesting that Christ should denounce those who held Balaam’s doctrine—an attitude of sexual
indiscretion, in the face of our modern church taking on a “shift” in how it addresses these sins? We need to
understand that wrong “doctrines” lead to wrong behaviors, and nowhere is it more evident than in the modern
attitude of Christians towards the question of human sexuality. Jesus did not verbally assault the woman of
Samaria (John 4: 39), but loved her unto salvation—a changed life! So, while Christians are not called to
“condemn” sinners, neither are we called to “condone” sin, but to lovingly point sinners to the Saviour, to His
statutes, judgments and commandments, and allow Him to bring in the conviction, and the changed life. This is
what Jesus taught and practiced in His earthly ministry, “go thy way and sin no more,” and this is His commission
to us also. But to totally abandon our duty of “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you” (Matt. 28: 18), is to teach and practice that which Christ will not accept into the Holy City!
Read 1 Cor. 6: 9-11.
The Doctrine of Balaam: In Num. 25: 1-5, Balaam’s doctrine of sexual immorality and sun worship is recorded for
our benefit. Sexual immorality includes bestiality, pornography, polygamy, pedophilia, incest, necrophilia, and
LGBTQ+ practices, to mention a few, while Sun worship includes Christmas, Easter, Valentine’s day, and
Halloween, parents’ day, among others. All of these sins have been roundly condemned in the holy Statutes
that guard the Ten Commandments. That these statutes have not lost their efficacy, Jesus here brings them to
focus, and the Holy Spirit directed the early church to call them “necessary things,” (Acts 15: 28-29). In a very
fulsome way, therefore, Christ was teaching that the now prevalent “doctrine” that the so-called “ceremonial
laws” are Nailed to the cross, is among Balaam’s errors!
Quarterly’s Note: “Though the Jerusalem Council had forbidden “things offered to idols” and “sexual
immorality” (Acts 15:29, NKJV), the doctrine of Balaam taught church members to reject this decision.”—Jan. 14,
paragraph 6.
QOD: In our Denomination’s expositions of Col. 2: 14, Eph. 2: 14-16, and other NT passages, we incorrectly hold
that the so-called “ceremonial law” has been abolished at the Cross, yet in His letter to Pergamus we find Christ
rebuking them for not conforming to those very doctrines that were supposedly “nailed to His Cross!” How can
we reconcile our SDA “nailed” stance against the strikingly opposite teachings of Christ?
Answer: The fact that “the doctrine of Balaam taught church members to reject”—the gospel of Jesus Christ as
revealed in the divine Statutes (Lev. 17-18), excluding the sacrificial offerings, things that are broadly rejected by
most Christians today, (see our discussion above concerning SDAs welcoming the LGBTQ+ community into
church membership), it is clear proof that this “doctrine” has only gained momentum within Christianity since
the days of Pergamos. Today, it manifests itself in the many shades of sexual indiscretion in our midst, all of
which are violations of the sacred statutes given by God to guard the Ten Commandments. Well would be for
the people of God at the present time to open a genuine Bible-centered, Holy Spirit-directed study into the
sacred statutes of our God. As a primer on these Statutes, here is an article we published a few years ago,
Rediscovering Passover in the Christian Church.
The Nicolaitans Revisited: “So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.”
Rev. 2: 15. In the first church (Ephesus), we saw that the church “hated” (Rev. 2: 6) the doctrine of the
22

Nicolaitans, and by the time of the third church (Pergamus), their “hate” had turned to love, and now the church
welcomed “them that hold” such doctrines. Again, I appeal to the reader to reflect on the “posture shift”
attitude of our beloved SDA church on the sexual and moral challenges of our times. Like the church at
Pergamus, todays Adventism “holds” in high esteem those that promote such antichristian and unbiblical
doctrines! May we learn the valuable lesson of repentance before it’s forever too late, is my prayer. In His
address to the seven churches, one of the brightest commendations from Christ is to Smyrna, because they
“hated” that which He also “hated,” and loved that which He loved, even in the face of certain death!

MONDAY ↥

January 14

Christ’s Message to Thyatira
In Pergamos, we discovered the wholesale acceptance of sun-worship among Christians, in the “doctrine of
Balaam,” and just one church later, in Thyatira, another blatant heathen rite is accepted as true worship. This
bespeaks the success of the Nicolatians in reshaping the “doctrines” of the primitive church, from the earliest
times.
“Thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
unto idols, and to commit fornication.” Rev. 2: 14.

“Thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth
herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my
servants to commit fornication, and to eat things
sacrificed unto idols. Rev. 2: 20.

From the above comparison, one can readily see that both systems carry the same finality on the people of God,
it leads them “to commit fornication” (spiritual and physical), as well as causing them “to eat things sacrificed
unto idols”—imbibing unholy foods and unholy doctrines!
That Woman Jezebel: “She would make her religion to be the religion of the kingdom and of every soul in the
kingdom. She brought with her eight hundred and fifty ‘prophets’ of her religion. She was the personal patron of
them all. They all ‘ate at Jezebel's table.’ 1 Kings 18: 19. She deliberately set herself to abolish all the religion and
all the worship of God, and to establish solely her own in all the kingdom. She systematically broke down all the
altars of the worship of God in the land. She compelled all to conform to her form of sun-worship. 1 Kings 19: 10,
14. And whosoever would not do this in some way – by sacrificing, by bowing the knee in a genuflexion, or by
kissing the hand to throw a kiss to Baal – was outlawed and had to find refuge in dens and holes and caves of the
earth. 1 Kings 18: 4, 13.”—Lessons From The Reformation, A.T. Jones, p. 265; italics added.
This “woman Jezebel,” is the apostate church, who under various disguises sough to gain the ascendancy over
the true people of God. She first showed up as “false apostles,”, then as “the Nicolatians,” and later as “that
woman Jezebel!” she is today the queen of Churches in the Christian religion, the Roman Catholic Church and all
her surrogates comprising the kingdom of apostate Protestantism—Babylon!
Anciently, “That woman Jezebel” usurped the authority of her husband, and ruled the kingdom with rigor, and
today we can see the inspiration of her methods in the radical acts of “Posture Shift,” and “Women Ordination,”
all of which are tending to a genderless society through “doctrines” of devils! Many today claim that “doctrines”
are unnecessary, and only our faith in Christ matters, but that’s not what He says: “as many as have not this
doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak [teach]…” (Rev. 2: 24), upon such He will
ask no higher duty of holiness. Our doctrines shape our morals, and our morals shape our characters, and our
characters determine our destinies—the Holy City or the Holy Flames!
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It is because the church has not rejected the illicit practices of this Jezebel-like religion that will peal forth the
Divine sentence, “I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth
the reins and hearts.” Rev. 2: 23.
This verse manifestly shows that this death decree from God, a slaughter, if you will, is not decreed upon all the
churches, but is meant to be an object lesson to “all the churches,” that the great God of heaven abhors sunworship and sexual perversions in all their forms. This slaying is the same one envisioned in Ezekiel chapter
nine, wherein those who shall commit these abominations today, will fall under the figure of the five men each
having a slaughter weapon in his hand. Read Ezek. 9; “Study the ninth chapter of Ezekiel. These words will be
literally fulfilled; yet the time is passing, and the people are asleep.” {18MR 236.2}
“Many, I saw, were flattering themselves that they were good Christians, who have not a single ray of light from
Jesus… And I saw that the Lord was whetting His sword in heaven to cut them down. Oh, that every lukewarm
professor could realize the clean work that God is about to make among His professed people!” {1T 189.2}.
At a time when Christianity is dispensing with primitive godliness, Christ has counseled, “that which ye have
already hold fast till I come.” (Rev. 2: 25). While “new light” will come, it must not cause us to give up, that
we’ve previously had, but to cause to advance in holiness.
To the “overcomers,” Jesus promises, “to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them with a
rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers; even as I received of my Father. ” Rev. 2:
26-27.
The language of these verses clearly describes the work of the “stone”—the Kingdom—in Daniel chapter 2,
verses 34, 35, 44, 45. Again, the phrase “unto the end,” shows that the message to Thyatira reaches down to
our days and beyond, to the very close of probation for the church. For clarity on Christ’s kingdom being the
“potter’s vessel,” read Ps. 2: 4-9.
“’He that overcometh’ being the one who is to ‘rule’ ‘the nations’ ‘with a rod of iron,’ and the need and the work
of overcoming being not His but His followers', the truth is obvious that the Lord will have a victorious nation -- a
kingdom through which He will manifest His great power, and which shall be A Kingdom of Peace.”—V.T.
Houteff, Mt. Sion At The Eleventh Hour, pp. 64-65.

TUESDAY ↥

January 15

Christ’s Message to Sardis
The Sardis Christians, like the Laodiceans, are a boastful set; they believe themselves to be something which
Heaven says they are not. “I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.” Rev. 3: 1.
This class believes it is in an exalted spiritual standing with Christ, nevertheless He rebukes them as being
“dead.” Truly, no greater deception can beset a people than a confidence that they are all right when they’re all
wrong, that they are alive when they are dead, and are ready to be spewed from His mouth! The Lord has
further exposed their self-righteousness, declaring, “I have not found thy works perfect before God.” Rev. 3: 2.
In verse one, Sardis boasted that she “lives,” yet is verse two Christ chastened that she is “ready to die”—fit for
a funeral!
When we do “the works of Him that sent” us, it will be mixed with faith, and we will be declared righteous in
Heaven’s eyes—such was the case of Abraham, the father of Faith, and so must it be with us today. The Sardis
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Christians are those who attempt to attain heaven with good works alone, devoid of faith in the blood of the
Lamb, thus their works, as “filthy rags,” (Isa 64:6), are rejected by God.
“Remember therefore how thou hast received [the Truth] and heard [the everlasting gospel], and hold fast, and
repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I
will come upon thee.” Rev. 3: 3; [added].
For a long while now, many present-truth believers held that only the message to the church of the Laodiceans
applies to us today, but we are now seeing that the message to Thyatira, and Sardis, respectively, also apply with
peculiar distinctiveness to us who are living in these last days, the days in which Christ will suddenly “come as a
thief” to his church. Thus, it behooves us to heed His solemn warnings, lest we be surprised at our unholy feast!
Watch: After the resurrection, upon leaving His church for the “far country,” Christ left on “watch” duty both his
servants (ministers) and the Porter (the Holy Spirit)—His personal ambassador; see Mark 13: 34-37.
It should not be difficult to see that “the Son of” man taking the “far journey” is Jesus Christ himself; and “his
servants” are the Apostles whom he left behind. Realizing that “the porter” (singular) was left on duty at the
same time with the Apostles, and since they are already identified as the Servants (plural), it is impossible to
select one of them to now become “the porter,” as that would be the equivalent to Him installing the system of
the Nicolatians, a thing he hates! What then? The only personage that fits the function of “the Porter” is God’s
Holy Spirit. When Christ returns to “reckon with his servants” He never reckons with the Porter, for the Porter is
above reproach—He is a member of the Godhead.
“Thou hast a few names … which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they
are worthy.” Rev. 3: 4. We must determine in our hearts, that by God’s grace, we will be among the faithful
“few” who have not defiled their garments with heathenism—not “bowed the knee to Baal,” so that our names
shall be retained in the Lamb’s “Book of Life.”
“Their one desire was to be like Christ. Ever they kept the standard of righteousness uplifted. To them is given
an eternal weight of glory, because on the earth they walked with God, keeping themselves unspotted from the
world, revealing to their fellow beings the righteousness of Christ.”—{In Heavenly Places, p. 294.5}.

WEDNESDAY ↥

January 16

Christ’s Message to Philadelphia
As with believers in the third church, Pergamum, the brethren in the sixth, Philadelphia, have been given the
cleanest record among Christians, “for” said Christ, “thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast
not denied my name.” Rev. 3: 8. The qualifications for success are their “little strength,” faithfulness to the
“Word,” and honoring Christ’s “name” with holy living. Their “strength” was in their being obedient to all the
truths revealed to them up to that time, and to access Him through the “opened door” of truth and salvation.
“We need not think that because our fathers did a certain way and died happy, we may follow in their footsteps
and be accepted in rendering the same service and doing the same works that they did. We have more light
than they had in their day; and if we would be accepted of God, we must be as faithful in obeying the light and
walking in it as they were in receiving and obeying the light that God sent to them. We must accept and improve
the light that shines upon our pathway as faithfully as they accepted and improved the light that fell upon their
pathway in their generation. We shall be judged according to the light that shines into the soul-temple in our
day; and if we follow the light, we shall be free men and women in Christ Jesus.” {FW 122.3}.
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The Key-Man and the Opened Door: Earlier, we briefly discussed “the Porter,” and here His office function
comes up again as the door-keeper—He who holds the keys. Christ is “he that hath the key of David, he that
openeth” the sheepfold by Himself, and in His absence, His ambassador—the Holy Spirit, opens the door of
salvation to each repenting sinner, (read John 10: 2-3). As the only One with rights to the throne of David,
(Isaiah 22:20-25), only Jesus has the keys, and as such, He alone, as antitypical David, will be the next king to sit
on David’s throne. Here is a throne reserved to none other, no not even to a redeemed human being, for God
never intended that man should rule as king over other men (doctrine of the Nicolatians)! It was not so in the
beginning, and neither shall it be so in “the restoration of all things.”
“The True Witness declares: ‘Behold, I have set before thee an open door.’ Let us thank God with heart and soul
and voice; and let us learn to approach unto him as through an open door, believing that we may come freely
with our petitions, and that he will hear and answer. It is by a living faith in his power to help, that we shall
receive strength to fight the battles of the Lord with the confident assurance of victory.” {RH, July 9, 1908 par.
7}.
The Key-Man and the Shut Door: While today the door of salvations remains open, it will not forever remain
ajar. As in the days of Noah, Lot, and Nineveh, there is a limit to God’s forbearance, and at his own choosing,
our God shall put a “shut to the door,” (Luke 13: 25 & Matt. 25: 10), and there shall be “wailing and gnashing of
teeth,” (Matt. 13: 42). May we hasten our steps and enter in through His open door today!
As in Smyrna the false teachers were exposed as of “the synagogue of Satan,” (Rev. 2: 9), likewise also these
nefarious teachers have hung around even till Philadelphia, seeking to gain the preeminence. But to those who
are true to His promises, Christ declared, “thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied
my name.” (Rev. 3: 8). To such ones He also promises, the wicked shall loath “to come and worship before thy
feet, and to know that I have loved thee.” (Rev. 3: 9). Read Jer. 31: 3.
Further study: Isa 49:23, Isa 60:14; 2 Cor. 11:13-15; Rev. 3: 10, Mal. 3: 1-3; Heb. 12:1-3, Matt. 24:42-51.

THURSDAY ↥

January 17

Christians in Laodicea
Christ’s message to the church at Laodicea is one intermixed with rebuke and restoration), hope and
redemption, (Rev. 3: 14-22.) Of all the seven churches, none has been more sharply chastised than is Laodicea—
she bears the blackest record! Yet, God’s grace abounds with a gentleman’s knock at the closed door to this
church. Only in Laodicea do we find this entrenched system of spiritual degeneracy, resulting in Christ’s being
left on the outside knocking and pleading to enter within!
Who is Laodicea, Today? “The name Laodicea is compounded from the two Greek words lao and decia, which
mean the people declare judgment. The church, therefore, which declares, ‘Fear God, and give glory to Him; for
the hour of His judgment is come’ (Rev. 14:7), is evidently the one called Laodicea. And it is almost as well
known outside … as within it, that the Seventh-day Adventist church is endeavoring to carry the judgment
message of Revelation 14:7, and is therefore unchallenged … to the title of Laodicea.”— V.T. Houteff, The
Symbolic Code, Vol. 9 No. 1-12, p. 2.
The Amen: Among the many names of titles given to the Son of God, is “the Amen.” This is a Hebrew word
which means the “the God of truth,” or the “the Truth and very Truth,” or “the Truth in verity!” Hence “the
Amen” is certain and sure of all His declarations—“so let it be,” for He speaks the Truth in verity—the Truth and
only truth resides in Him, He is the God who cannot lie! In the beginning, “the Amen” declared the earth and
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creation into being—“For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.” (Ps. 33: 9)! “For all the
promises of God in Him are yea, and in him Amen.” 2 Cor. 1: 20.
The faithful and true witness: The word “witness” is the Greek word “martos” from which we get the English
word martyr—someone who has been slain for the Truth. Hence, Jesus Christ is the king of martyrs—He was
“martyred” four our salvation, wounded for our iniquities, and with His stripes we are healed. (Read Isa. 53: 310).
The Beginning of the Creation of YHWH: This means that he is the initiator of creation—creation began with
Him, in that he set creation in motion, the Leader of creation, and not that he is a created being, but the
sovereign Creator. Read Col. 1: 13-17, and John 1: 1-3.
Christ’s Message to Laodicea: The True Witness declares that Laodicea is as a cold, lifeless, Christies church,
having Him on the outside pleading to enter in! The work of the Nicolatians had been so greatly perfected in the
ministry of the preceding six churches, that by the time of this seventh, it had been glorified to the point where
they have replaced “the very Truth” of God’s word with “doctrines” of devils, and righteousness with formalities.
I will spue thee out of my mouth: The verb “spue”(spew) means: to vomit, to throw up—In other words total
abhorrence and rejection of this lukewarm church (people)!
Rich, and increased with goods: This class is self-sufficient and independent of God, feeling they have attained
all there is in spiritual knowledge—not in need of anymore enlightenment on the Word of God, no more truth,
and therefore devolves into spiritual impotency.
Wretched, Miserable, Poor, Blind, and Naked: “With a ministry wretched, miserable, poor blind, and naked,
what church (candlestick) could possibly stay lighted? And with her light thus gone out or but flickering dimly,
how could she lighten the world as God has set her to do? Through the eyes of the True Witness, therefore, the
tragedy of Laodicea is starkly seen--"sleeping preachers preaching to a sleeping people" (Testimonies, Vol. 2, p.
337) while a sin-benighted world plunges on hell-bent in its darkness! O what a piteous plight! And yet it is so
utterly overlooked!”—V.T. Houteff, The Answerer, Book 1, pp. 12, 13.
Repentance and Restoration: In this command, Christ is calling the church back to primitive godliness, to the
place of Revival and Reformation—the most urgent and necessary of all her spiritual needs. Heaven’s cure for
Laodicea today is the loud peal of an awakening call (Isa. 58: 1, Joel 2: 1, Micah 6: 9), stirring her from the
demonic slumber to righteous wakefulness, from self-deceived ignorance to the dawning light of present-truth.
Having found the angel (ministry) asleep and complacent in its blindness to the desperate spiritual condition,
Christ is now appealing to each church member, knocking at our heart’s door, “if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.” (Rev. 3: 21).
To think that this message of repentance will come from a blind and self-deceived ministry, is equivalent to our
ingesting sleeping pills after being suddenly awakened! The days of thinking that the leadership will effect this
revival and reformation are past, and God is now raising up laymen across the world field, pleading with the
denomination to repent!
“That these men (leaders) should stand in a sacred place, to be as the voice of God to the people, as we once
believed the General Conference to be, that is past. - General Conference Bulletin 1901 page 25 {PC 422.5}; (in
original).
The end result of reformation is complete restoration to the state of our “first love,” and from thence to grow
up unto perfection in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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FRIDAY ↥

January 18

Further Thought: Read Ellen G. White, “The Revelation”, pp. 578-592, in The Acts
of the Apostles.
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LESSON 4*January 19-25
Worthy Is the Lamb
SABBATH AFTERNOON
Memory Text: “And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion
of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to
loose the seven seals thereof.” (Revelation 5:5, KJV).
A correct understanding of Revelation demands a correct understanding of the Sanctuary, for most of its
contents emanates from this place, wherein the forerunner of our faith is gone, presiding first as Priest, and
later High Priest, in the Tabernacle pitched by God and not by men.
Additionally, we will notice that the remainder of Revelation has largely to do with the results of the judgment
proceedings in the heavenly Sanctuary. When surveying these subjects, care should be taken to realize that
they are pronouncements from the great Trial of the Ages, beginning with God’s cure for the Universes’ sin
problem, beginning with the “battle for His throne,” (Rev. 12: 7), and culminating with the deposing of the Evil
One, (Rev. 20: 15), with whom the great conflict of the ages first began, and finally the restoration of Eden and
humans repopulating the renewed earth (Rev. 21: 1-5).

SUNDAY ↥

January 20

In the Heavenly Throne Room & The Opened Door
Quarterly’s Note: “Starting in Revelation 4:1, Jesus invites John to come up to heaven to be shown a panoramic
survey of history from his time until Christ’s return.”
It is a defeating approach to suggest that John saw only those things “from his time until Christ’s return,” for it
sets us up to dismiss the truth of the Seven Seals, and the Seven Trumpets, both of which are pronouncements
from the great Judgment proceedings. We will follow this understanding closely, as it has been one of the great
areas in which Adventism departs from the Scriptures to pursue cunningly devised fables.
The Open Door: Because this throne room scenery is in the Heavenly Sanctuary, immediately we see that the
door is now “open” because it was first shut! From the
earthly sanctuary services, during the course of the year,
save for the Day of Atonement (DOA), the first vail to the
Sanctuary—the Holy Place, is opened, while the second or
“inner vail” remains closed. On the DOA this role is changed,
and the first vail (to the Holy Place) remains shut while the
second one is opened by the High Priest, who alone presides
in that space. Significantly too, (follow diagram), only on the
DOA was the entire sanctuary seen as one compartment,
instead of two—the Holy place and the Most Holy place
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became one grand space—The Heavenly Throne Room! It is important to develop this understanding for what is
to follow, and having not ventured to make this clarification, the quarterly has lost this central theme in the
proclamation of the Three Angel’s messages.
After This: In Lesson 3 se learnt about the seven churches, and ended with Laodicea—the judgment declaring
people (church). It stands to reason, then, that the message of the last church—the judgment, will absorb the
rest of the book, and so it should! Hence, “after this” discourse on Laodicea, we are brought face-to-face in the
judicial chambers of the Eternal One.
Things hereafter: The Judgment is what would convene “hereafter,” sometime after 96 A.D., and would cover
things that occurred from the beginning of the Conflict of the Ages to its close, and this is easily sustained by
reading Rev. 12: 1-9, the woman (truth) in conflict with the dragon (Satan) from eternity past o the end of sin.
“A throne was set in heaven”: Since this throne was “set” and the great judge “sat” on it, it is clear that this
throne scenery was not always there, and it is a temporary arrangement “in heaven” to accommodate the
judgment. This is similar to Dan. 7: 9-13. This shows that “the judgment” would convene sometime after the 2nd
Century, AD, and sometime after the career of the “little horn” power had oppressed the true people of God.
The rainbow of promise: This represents God’s Covenant promises, His Law, (Gen. 9:13-16; Isa. 54:9-10).
Furniture: As stated before, on the DOA the entire sanctuary becomes one grand Judgment chamber, and as
such, looking therein, one sees all the furniture in both compartments at a glance—God’s Judgment Chamber!
This is why we see the Throne of God, which in the earthly sanctuary, is replaced the Mercy Seat, above the ark
of the covenant, the “seven lamps of fire” (seven-branched candle stick), along with the table of showbread and
the alter of incense. The heavenly has the realities of those objects foreshadowed in the earthly; whereas the
earthly had curtains with Cherubims (angels) embroidered on them, (Ex. 26: 1), in the Heavenly these are
replaced with myriads of real (actual) angels.
The sea of glass: In the earthly sanctuary there was a water pot, the laver, whose function is replaced in the
heavenly by the sea of glass—the final washing place for all whose sins are blotted out.
Order or Events: It is important to acknowledge the
distinct order of the cataclysmic events marking the
transition between the Judgments: Dead vs. the Living. It
will be noticed, from the accompanying table, that the
events are in reverse order, showing that the when God
judges the dead the process is in direct reverse from the
Living. For example, the dead are judged after they’ve
suffered under the First death, whereas the Living are judged while yet alive!
Six wings: The four living creatures, or beasts, are similar in description to the ones cited in Ezekiel 1:5-14, each
had six wings. Wings, as in other prophesies, are used to denote time periods, rather than brute “speed,” as is
erroneously taught by some, and the easiest way realize that “time flies” as do eagle’s wings, (Job 9: 25-26), is to
examine the prophecy of Daniel 8. There it says, “an he goat came from the west on the face of the whole
earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn between his eyes.” (Dan. 8: 5). The
lightning speed of Alexander the Great’s victory against the Medio-Persian Empire is here represented, and
shows that “he touched not the ground,” to denote the rapidity of his military victories, yet that goat had no
wings to support the notion of swiftness and speed! Similarly, the Medio-Persian Empire defeated Babylon in
one night, in a near bloodless coup—the shortest war in history, yet, the beast describing that Kingdom—“a
bear,” (Dan. 7: 5), had no wings, instead, there were “three ribs” in its mouth! Above all beasts, this one
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deserved to have had wings, were wings indicative of speed! The truth of the “six wings,” therefore, shows that
the heavenly judgment was called to session during the “sixth” time period—the sixth seal. More will be said on
this when we study the seven seals in Lesson 5.

MONDAY ↥

January 21

The Heavenly Assembly in the Throne Room
The Judge: YHWH is declared the “judge of the earth,” (Ps. 94: 2, Ps. 50: 6), and presides as such in the court of
Heaven.
The 4 Beasts and 24 Elders: These “elders” are clearly descriptive of redeemed human beings, and the Quarterly
is correct in its description of this group. The compelling reason for their redemptive humanity is seen in the
song they sang, thou “hast redeemed us to God by thy blood.” (Rev. 5: 9). Only a redeemed blood-bought
possession of Christ can truthfully sing such a song, which bears evidence that not only are the 24 elders
humans, but so too are the four living creatures (beasts)! They are representations “of every kindred, and
tongue, and people, and nation.” This means that the “elders” and “creatures” are earth’s inhabitants—
representations of those being judged,
“The beasts by nature also represent the four periods of the church. The first beast is like a lion. ‘Lion’ is the
king of beasts, and is intended to point out the first period of the church before the ceremonial section, with
which the judgment began…The second beast being ‘like a calf,’ it is evident that he represents the sacrificial, or
typical section. Thus the beast with the ‘face of a man’ must represent the anti-typical period after the
crucifixion. And the fourth beast was like a ‘flying eagle.’ He represents the period in the time of the harvest.
The last period is symbolized by the flying eagle to denote the church that shall be translated. A ‘flying eagle’ is
king of birds, as the lion is king of beasts, which is a sign of victory, thus making a perfect symbol. As the
judgment of the dead began with the beast like a lion, -- king of beasts, -- just so the judgment of the living
begins with the beast like an eagle, -- king of birds.”—V.T. Houteff, 2 SR, p. 196.
“Before the throne are the ‘seven lamps burning’ and the ‘Lamb as it had been slain,’ showing that the throne
was ‘set’ there to serve in time of probation. The light from the candlestick represents the light of truth in the
church while the blood of the Lamb is atoning for sinful beings. On the other hand, upon the throne sits the
Ancient of days, the Judge, surrounded by the jury of twenty-four elders plus the angelic witnesses, ‘ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands’ of them, plus the four beasts (who, being
‘redeemed’ ‘out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation’ -- Rev. 5:8, 9, -- are therefore symbolical
of the saints,-- all those whose sins will be blotted from the books of records, -- just as the beasts of Daniel 7 are
symbolical of all the kingdoms which will perish in their sins), with the Lamb, our Advocate, in the midst. All this
shows a combined mediatorial-judicial work.” –V.T. Houteff, The Judgment and The Harvest, p. 15.
Note: The Quarterly is accurate in its identification of the ‘elders,’ but incorrect on the ‘four living creatures,’ as
‘seraphim’—guardians of God’s throne.
The four Faces: The very fact that these beasts have been redeemed by the blood of Christ and shall reign upon
earth shows that they are symbolical of the saints, even as the beasts of Daniel are symbolical of the nations.
Necessarily, then, the faces of the cherubim, just as with the faces of the beasts standing before the Judgment
throne, are figurative of the saints in time of Judgment. Their faces being descriptive of the “standard” (flag) of
the four cardinal points of the compass, occupied by specific tribes in Israel, it speaks to the fact that these are
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all the saved! While there are “twelve gates” to the Holy City, earmarked with “the names of the twelve tribes
of the children of Israel,” (Rev. 21: 12), there is clearly not a 13th gate for Gentiles! This means that everyone
who shall be saved will be saved as “an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” (John 1: 47).
The Holy City had three gates in each cardinal direction, and there being four such points of the compass, we
can easily see that 3x4 =12, again reinforcing the truth that all the saved must be of Abraham’s seed, and “heirs
according to the promise,” (Gal. 3: 29). We are not saved as Gentiles, but as Israelites indeed, those from father
Adam down to the last repentant sinner who accepts Christ as Saviour from sin!
1. Lion —The king of beasts, represents those who first lived on the earth, from whom modern
humans stem—from Adam’s generation. East: Judah’s standard was a lion’s head, (Gen. 49: 9, 10,
Num. 2: 3), from whence came the Lawgiver, the King of Israel.
2. Ox —symbol of the Temple and its sacrificial system, thus

representing those people who lived under the Levitical
system. West: Ephraim’s standard was a calf’s (ox’s) head,
(Num. 2: 18, Deut. 33: 17), from whence came the Kings of the
10-northern Tribes of Israel.
3. Man —The period of salvation by man, even by the
sacrifice of the man Christ Jesus, (Y’shuah). South:
Reuben’s standard was a man’s head, (Gen. 30: 14, Num. 2:
10), he was the first born of Israel (Jacob).
4. Eagle —The King of birds, represents those who shall live in the
latter days, the time when the church shall “mount up with
wings” and “fly” as an eagle—thus representing that body of
saints that shall be translation from earth to glory. North:
Dan, standard of a serpent and later an eagle, (Gen 49: 17,
Num. 2: 25), represents traitor and also “Judge” of Israel, (Gen. 49: 16).
“The standard of the tribe was of white and red, and the crest upon it an eagle, the great foe to
serpents, which had been chosen by the leader instead of the serpent, because Jacob had compared
Dan to a serpent. Ahiezer substituted the eagle, the destroyer of serpents, as he shrank from carrying
an adder upon his flag.”—Merrill F. Unger, Unger's Bible Dictionary, Moody Press, Chicago, 1966,
pp.235-236.
“This "ravenous bird" is a symbol of those nations whom God employs and sends forth to do a work of
destruction, sweeping away whatever is decaying and putrescent ( Matthew 24:28 ; Isaiah
46:11 ;Ezekiel 39:4 ; Deuteronomy 28:49 ; Jeremiah 4:13 ; 48:40 ).” Easton’s Bible Dictionary, Eagle.
Hence, the eagle is a fitting symbol of God’s judgments upon the transgressors of His holy Law,
bespeaking the role of “judge” that Dan was to play among his brethren! Thought absent from the
enumeration of the 144,000 (Rev. 7: 5-8), the tribe of Dan is identified among the inhabitants of
restored Kingdom of glory, (Ezek. 48: 1- 2), and is positioned towards the north, the direction locating
the throne of God, (Isa. 14: 13; Ps. 48: 1-2)—the “great Judge” of the earth.
The layout of these tribes, along the four cardinal points of the compass, very clearly describes the outline of the
cross!
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Quarterly’s Note: “The four living creatures symbolize the exalted beings who serve God as His agents and the
guardians of His throne (Ps. 99:1). Their wings point symbolically to their swiftness…” Monday’s Lesson, Jan. 21,
par. 6.
This conclusion from the Quarterly is biblically incorrect, for reasons already stated. Too, these “creatures” each
had one head, not four, as in the case of the Cherubims in Ezekiel 1.

TUESDAY ↥

January 22

The Sealed Scroll
This sealed scroll is said to contain ‘every nation, kindred, tongue, and people,’ reinforcing the truth that it is the
Lamb’s book, for only He was worthy, in the entire universe, to open and read its contents. ‘In symbolic
language was contained in that roll the influence of every nation, tongue, and people from the beginning of
earth’s history to its close’. - Ellen G. White, Manuscript Releases, vol. 9, p. 7.
Being presented in the judgment, this statement solidifies the truth already established that the Seals
comprehend the entire history of the world under sinners, “from the beginning of earth’s history,” and as such
must open with those who’ve died since the days of Adam, and closing with the living. Hence the judgment is
broadly divided into two segments, (a) those from Adam’s days till the opening judgment under the 6 th Seal in
1844, and (b) those who have lived and died since 1844 to the general close of human probation in the latter
days.
A Book Written Within and on the Backside: “The book was ‘written within and on the backside’ -- ‘written
within’ is the prophetic word of God; ‘and on the backside,’ is the historical fulfillment of the prophecies. ‘And
all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.’ (Rev. 13:8.) ‘Who hath wrought and done it, Calling the generation
from the beginning?’ (Isa. 41:4.)”—V.T. Houteff, 2 SR, p. 201.
“The book sealed with seven seals, in the right hand of the Great Judge, must contain the names of those whose
sins are to be blotted out. Inasmuch as this is the only book that ‘no man in heaven nor in earth... was able to
open, neither to look thereon,’ save the Lamb which was before the throne (See chapter 5:1-9), it is
unquestionably clear that the book with the seven seals is the one called ‘The Lamb's book of Life.’ And with it
the judgment opened. The same is repeated in Revelation 20:12, ‘And I saw the dead, small and great, stand
before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works.’ (See ‘The Great
Controversy,’ page 480.)”—Ibid., p. 192.
QOD: Christ was the only one “worthy” for He was the only one who lived a sinless life as a human being, and
thereafter died as our “Sacrifice” to save sinners from the second death.
“This scripture [Rev. 5:2-8.] reveals that there is not another in the vast universe of God that is worthy, or that
can open the book, for ‘the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, has prevailed.’ Christ acquired the above
title by His birth, and by His victory on the cross for those who would believe in Him as the Saviour of the world.
He has prevailed by shedding His blood on Calvary; thus none other can open the book for He alone has died for
the human race. This ‘book’ contains the names of the saints, and the ‘seven seals’ comprise, prophetically, the
world's history, during which time the saints are sealed. These seven periods of unfulfilled history sealed the
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book, and the only one that could open it -- see into the future -- was the ‘Lamb.’”—V.T. Houteff, 2 SR, pp. 200201.

WEDNESDAY ↥

January 23

Worthy Is the Lamb
Jesus Christ as Advocate, is here presented “before” the throne, rather than at the Father’s “right hand,” (Luke
22: 69, Rev. 22: 1), showing that his pleading work in the heavenly Sanctuary is different from His administrate
work as coregent on the eternal throne, conjointly governing the entire unfallen universe. He is our kinsman
Redeemer, and as such is familiar with our cases, and is the only lawyer that qualifies to plead as the sinner’s
defense lawyer!
The Lamb is Michael Our Prince: It is important to see the truth of the Lamb through His office as Michael our
prince.
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince8269 which standeth for the children of thy people: and
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation [even] to that same time: and at that
time thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall be found written in the book.” Dan. 12:1.
Observe that Michael delivers only those written “in the book,” evidently this Book of Michael’s is also the one
known as “the Lamb’s book of life.” Rev. 21:27. Hence Michael is a synonymous term for the Lamb—Jesus Christ
(John 1: 29), who Himself was the only one “worthy” to open and read the book of records displayed in the
Father’s hand.
In Joshua 5, the being who confronted him with his drawn sword was described as “the captain of the LORD’S
host.” Josh. 5: 15. The word “captain,” means, among other lofty titles, “Prince.” Strong’s Concordance says
the word Captain –Sar–[H8269], means “prince, ruler, leader, chief, chieftain, official, captain.” In a nutshell,
then, Michael as “prince” is a synonymous term for the Lamb, our sovereign “Ruler,” our King, and being the
Only One to “read” the book, then it follows as a logical sequence that the only sealed-book reader is Michael
our Prince (King), AKA the Lion of the tribe of Judah, and the Lamb.
Christ was declared “worthy” in the backdrop of a “strong” commanding angel confessing his inability, declaring
that “no man [one]” (Rev. 5: 3) was capable to open and read the book, but only the conquering Lion of Judah,
the One who breaks every chain, giving us the victory again, and again!

THURSDAY ↥

January 24

The Significance of Pentecost
Quarterly’s Note: “In the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Acts 2:1-4 confirms one of the most decisive
events in the history of the plan of salvation: the inauguration of Christ into His post-Calvary ministry as High
Priest and King in the heavenly sanctuary.”—Paragraph-1.
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I greatly applaud the authors for inserting this perspective on Pentecost, for it is most sublime, as it presents
another view of the annual feasts which is quite often overlooked by the modern church. It is, therefore, worthy
for us to dwell on this topic for a bit. In Ex. 40: 12-15, we read that “Aaron and his sons” were to be anointed
with the holy oil of consecration, and on such occasions the holy Oil (Holy Spirit) flowed down in copious
amounts, reaching down to the High Priest’s (Aaron’s) beard, flowing down to the skirts of his ephod (Ps. 133: 13), for the plentitude of oil bestowed! This ceremony was what established the High Priest in his mediatorial
role as Israel’s intercessor. Christ, therefore, being the only “mediator between God and men,” (1 Tim. 2: 5), He
necessarily had to have been equally anointed, but with a better oil of consecration, for in Him dwells the
fullness of the Godhead bodily.
“In the heavenly courts, Christ, with the angels who had accompanied him to heaven, had been received. All the
heavenly intelligences joined in this coronation service of their Lord. The pentecostal outpouring upon the
disciples was heaven's communication to them that his inauguration was complete.” {RH, April 30, 1908 par. 6}
When we realize that Pentecost is a demonstration of “unity”—“one accord” between God and man, it becomes
most solemn to internalize what David, in Spirit, said of Aaron’s consecration, “1 Behold, how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! 2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran
down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments; 3 As the dew of
Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the
blessing, even life for evermore.” Ps. 133: 1-3.
Having been coronated at Pentecost, the heavenly outpouring reached down to the skirts of Christ’s garments—
His Church on earth! Thus the Psalmist further declared, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of
thy kingdom is a right sceptre… thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows. 8 All thy
garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. 9
Kings’ daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of
Ophir.” Ps. 45: 6-8.
Clearly, the Oil of coronation that was poured upon Christ in heaven, at His coronation as High Priest and King,
was overflowed upon His waiting disciples on earth. This was the former rain of power being appropriated upon
the early disciples, but prophecy has declared that the former rain was given moderately (Joel 2: 22), and the
latter rain will be given abundantly, therefore, there remains a Pentecost for the people of God! As verily as the
Pentecost to open the gospel dispensation occurred when the “day of Pentecost was fully come,” (Acts 2: 1),
similarly, at its close, God will electrify His people with greater power when Christ shall again be coronated as
King of His forthcoming Kingdom of Glory (Luke 19: 15).
“The great work of the gospel is not to close with less manifestation of the power of God than marked its
opening. The prophecies which were fulfilled in the outpouring of the former rain at the opening of the gospel
are again to be fulfilled in the latter rain at its close. Here are ‘the times of refreshing’ to which the apostle Peter
looked forward when he said: ‘Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; and He shall send Jesus.” Acts 3:19, 20.” {GC
611.3-612}.
Get ready for Pentecost part-two, my friends, and the surest way to be ready, is to today realize that these
annual appointments (Lev. 23) are to serve as “dress rehearsals” as it were, for the real event. On the Passover
in Egypt, Israel was liberated! On the last Passover with the disciples, sinners were liberated! On the very day
called Pentecost, in the first century church, the Spirit was poured out in unwonted power! On the very day
35

called Pentecost, the last century church, the Spirit will again be poured out in unwonted power! In all these
examples, and many more not cited here, God has been faithful in keeping all His calendar appointments, will he
change course in the latter-day church, upon whom the ends of the world are come? God forbid!
Solemn questions to ponder: Why were the disciples gathered together in the upper room? What were they
observing (celebrating)? Why was it important? Who commanded them to be there? Since the prophecies of
the first Pentecost were fulfilled on the very day of Pentecost, will the prophecies of the latter Pentecost be
fulfilled on a different calendric schedule? To gain an appreciation for God’s holy times, read our groundbreaking article, Rediscovering Passover In The Christian Church.

FRIDAY ↥

January 25

Further Thought:
Because the book sealed with seven seals, will be pivotal in our understanding of the Seven Seals, and Trumpets,
respectively, it is worthy to note that it contains more than the records of the church since the cross, but that it
predates Calvary and stretches back to the gates of Eden, where we find the victims of the fall, shut out of their
Home and given a life of anguish in their pilgrimage back to our Father’s Home.
"Thus the Jewish leaders made their choice. Their decision was registered in the book which John saw in the
hand of Him that sat upon the throne, the book which no man could open. In all its vindictiveness this decision
will appear before them in the day when this book is unsealed by the Lion of the Tribe of Judah." -- "Christ's
Object Lessons," p. 294.
Here as in her other work, Sister White, in agreement with the Scriptures, teach that the sealed book contains
the character records of those who will be reviewed in the Judgment. Names will be accepted, and names will
be rejected. Let’s pray, and earnestly labor to be in compliance with all of God’s statutes, judgments, and
commandments, so that when the Judgment of the living shall be closed, we are counted “worthy” with “the
Lamb that was slain!”
In preparation for the seals and trumpets, it is worthy to remember the following biblically sound guidelines,
earlier announced by the authors of this Quarter’s Lesson:
Quarterly’s Note: “In trying to determine the meaning of the symbols used in the book, we must be careful not
to impose on the text a meaning that comes out of human imagination or the current meanings of those
symbols in our culture. Instead, we must go to the Bible and to the symbols found in its pages in order to
understand the symbols in the book of Revelation.” Tue, Jan. 1, Paragraph 3.
“A correct interpretation of Revelation requires a proper understanding of its symbolic language in light of the
Old Testament.”—Sabbath, Jan. 19, par. 4.

Lesson 4 ends here.
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LESSON 5*January 26—February 1
The Seven Seals
SABBATH AFTERNOON
Memory Text: “9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open
the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every
kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And hast made us unto our God kings and
priests: and we shall reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:9-10, KJV).
What a great moment for the consummation of God’s solution to the sin problem! The lyrics of this song gives
clear proof that these “elders” and “living creatures” will one day “reign” as “kings and priests…on the earth.”
This internal Biblical evidence, forever settles the truth that those who sing this song are the “redeemed” of
“earth,” and not angels, as the lesson suggests of the “living creatures.” This is important for what will follow in
the judgment, and it is this key that Inspiration will use to unlock the truth of the rest of this Book.
Quarterly’s Note: “Christ…regained what was lost through Adam. He is now ready, by opening the seals on the
scroll, to carry forward the plan of salvation to its ultimate realization. Pentecost marked the beginning of the
spread of the gospel, by which Christ expands His kingdom. Thus, the breaking of the seals refers to the
preaching of the gospel and the consequences of rejecting it.”—Sabbath, Jan. 26, Paragraphs 1, 2.
This statement suggests that the seals commenced with Pentecost, but is entirely contrary to what we were
told about the book containing them! By way of review, in last week’s lesson (Tue. Jan. 29, par. 3), we learnt
that the book contains the history of the world’s inhabitants, from the very beginning—
“There in His open hand lay the book, the roll of the history of God's providences, the prophetic history of
nations and the church. Herein was contained the divine utterances, His authority, His commandments, His
laws, the whole symbolic counsel of the Eternal, and the history of all ruling powers in the nations. In symbolic
language was contained in that roll the influence of every nation, tongue, and people from the beginning of
earth's history to its close…The destiny of every nation was contained in that book." – Ellen G.
White, Manuscript Releases, vol. 9, p. 7. Also in {20MR 197.2-197.3}
With the above understanding, we can readily see that the seals comprehend the entire history of humanity,
“from the beginning of earth's history to its close.” Therefore, any teaching which does not respect this fact is
fraught with errors!
Quarterly’s Note: In preparing us for this study, we should do well to review the following Biblical positions
established by the Lesson’s editors, and hold ourselves and them to this test:


“In trying to determine the meaning of the symbols used in the book, we must be careful not to impose
on the text a meaning that comes out of human imagination or the current meanings of those symbols
in our culture. Instead, we must go to the Bible and to the symbols found in its pages in order to
understand the symbols in the book of Revelation.” Tue, Jan. 1, Paragraph 3.



“A correct interpretation of Revelation requires a proper understanding of its symbolic language in light
of the Old Testament.”—Sabbath, Jan. 19, par. 4.
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SUNDAY ↥

January 27

The Opening of the First Seal
The word “seal” has to do with salvation, hence, “the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The
Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let everyone that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 2Tim.
2:19.
The sealed book, therefore, is intended to showcase “those that are Christs,” while exposing those who have
walked contrary to His Statutes, judgments, and commandments, those who refused to “depart from iniquity.”
It is entirely inaccurate therefore, for the Quarterly to suggest that “The events of the seven seals must be
understood in the context of the Old Testament covenant curses,” for it undermines the truth of the judgment.
We’ve already seen the jubilation that expressed when Christ took the book to read its contents—those that are
his were vindicated!
When God wants to show His church as an evangelistic movement He has ever employed the symbol of a
woman, for whereas a man cannot produce a child, a woman can! Hence, the symbol must match the sense of
the prophecy, and God has never used a man to symbolize the Church!
“Some have applied the seven seals of the sixth chapter of Revelation to the church in the New Testament time,
but the symbols are contrary to the application. In both Old and New Testament time, God's church has been
symbolized by a chaste woman. (See Jer. 6:2; Rev. 12:1.) Inspiration makes no change in the rule for a symbol of
an impure church, for in Revelation 17:1, 4, 5, an harlot is used to point out a church, or churches, that are fallen
or untrue. The change of this rule (from "woman" to "man" or "horses") cannot be found anywhere within the
Bible.”—V.T. Houteff, 2SR, p. 193.
The Prophetic Key: To correctly understand the seals, there is a divine “key” that must be used, and it is found
in the second seal: “And when he had opened the second seal … there went out another horse that was red: and
power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another:
and there was given unto him a great sword.” Rev. 6: 3, 4.
The career of this second horseman was "to take peace from the earth" with his peace-destroying “sword,” thus
causing humans to war and "kill one another!" The only time that this "peace" has ever reigned on earth was
during its Edenic state and early years thereafter. Until the time of Cain, vindictive bloodshed was unknown
among humans, and there were no wars. Yet, though marred by the curse of sin, the physical earth remained in
its pristine edenic form and free from the savagery of wars. After the flood, however, the earth was radically
transformed, “The entire surface of the earth was changed at the Flood. A third dreadful curse rested upon it in
consequence of sin.” {PP 107.4}.
Quarterly’s Note: “The scene of the first seal describes the spread of the gospel, which started powerfully at
Pentecost...Prophetically, the scene of the first seal corresponds to the message to the church in Ephesus; it
describes the apostolic period of the first century during which the gospel spread rapidly throughout the
world (Col. 1:23).”—Sunday, Jan. 27, pars. 5, 6.
The above statement ignores the truth of the Beasts and Elders, for they were “redeemed” from “every nation,
kindred, tongue, and people,” from the beginning of human history, and not just during the last 2,000 years—
the Gospel era!
“Naturally, the first seal, the seal with which the Judgment opens, must contain the things at the very inception
of the human race. Logically, then, the white horse, the first in the symbolism identifies the world's first state of
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being -- pure and sinless with a Divinely-crowned ruler (rider), who at first had no goal but to subdue the earth
and to fill it with eternal God-like beings. The earth itself was wrapped in a garb of beauty and purity, with all
the wonders on land and in sea. Nothing was wanting.” V.T. Houteff, To The Seven Churches, p. 39.

The First Seal
“And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown
was given unto him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer.” Rev. 6: 2.
The imagery of a human riding a beast is not unique to the seals, as this is also seen in
Rev. 17, in which a woman was riding the seven-headed scarlet-colored beast, (see
Rev. 17: 1-6). In that case, the woman represents an apostate religious system, and
the beast, the kingdoms of this world. In fullness, then, that symbolism represents the
world under the control of a religious mistress. Under the seals, the color of the horse,
the mission of its rider, and the response of God, will determine the true identity of
this system.
The first horseman: This rider was outfitted with a crown and a bow, with which he
“conquered” the earth, and realizing that “the book” contains the life records of all
who’ve lived upon this earth, beginning with the first humans, (Manuscript Releases,
vol. 9, p. 7 ), it is inescapable to conclude that this first rider has to be Adam, and his generation. At the
creation, Adam was “crowned” as king over the earth (Ps. 8: 4-8), and given “dominion” over the lower orders of
creation, aquatic, terrestrial, and avionic, animals, respectively, (Gen. 1: 26-30; 9: 1-2).
Caution: In order to rightly divide the Word of Truth, we should avoid the temptation of choosing a passage
because it appears similar, even while its lesson teaches differently. The case of Christ’s riding on the white
horse in Rev. 19, is very tempting, but it does not fit when placed in the context of the seals, for reasons
previously stated concerning “the book.”
White Horse: The color white, is “a symbol of purity #2Chron. 5:12 Ps. 51:7 Isa. 1:18 Rev. 3:18, 7:14.”—Easton’s
Bible Dictionary. Hence, this “white horse” (beast) represents the earth in a state of physical and spiritual
purity, at a time when sin had not marred the stature of man or the surface of the earth.
Bow: Though the bow is a weapon of war, God has employed it, in this context, to be an instrument of
salvation, for “with it” was the man to conquer (subdue) the earth. The Greek word used to define "bow" bears
Strong's Greek No.5115, toxon, from the base of G5088 tiktw”, meaning “to bring forth, bear, produce… of a
woman giving birth." This word "bow" is used only one time in the Greek New Testament, and its only
occurrence renders it as "of a woman giving birth!" Therefore, as a bow shoots forth (delivers) arrows likewise
also does a woman deliver her children. Likewise, as a bow naturally delivers arrows, the Bible likens arrows to
"children" (Ps. 127: 5), hence Eve, in this symbolism, becomes Adam's bow–his child bearing (delivering) agency.
Perfect symbols!
Crown: As previously stated, Adam’s crown shows his kingly authority over the creation, and since Eve was his
coregent, he was never permitted to “rule” over her until after sin (Gen. 3: 16)! This shows that it was never in
the order of God for humans to bear kingly rule over others, as it is only the outgrowth from evils of sin.
Conquering: To subdue, take full control, to overcome. This was the work of Adam and Eve. This term lends
itself to a righteous or spiritual victory, rather than a carnal military victory as in the settlement of a bloody war.
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This was their mandate from God, to have “dominion” over the earth and “subdue” or conquer it, (Gen. 1: 2628).
After the topography of the earth has gone through a change, then may we know that the era of the “white
horse” (pure and peaceful) state had given birth to another, even the warmongering and bloodletting phase, for
to no other time can we look when there was “peace on earth,” save for its edenic state. This is not suggesting
that there was not bloodshed before the flood among men and beasts, for the plan of Salvation required there
be bloodshed, and Cain had slain Able as well his descendants continued in his murderous path (Gen. 4: 23), but
it is showing that there was “peace” on earth in contrast to a world ripped with the savagery of “wars,” which
were first realized after the flood.

MONDAY ↥

January 28

The Second and Third Seals
Read Revelation 6:3-4. On the basis of the description of the red horse and the rider, what is
being talked about here in reference to the gospel?

In Monday’s lesson we looked at “the Prophetic Key” in the second seal, and saw that it informs us of the world
immediately after “peace” was removed from our Planet—the times when “wars” were first
fought among men:
“Now let us see when the second seal began. We are told that the rider of the second
seal was ‘to take peace from the earth,’ implying that there had been peace before. To
learn the time of the second seal, therefore, we need to answer the question: When
was peace taken away from the earth?
“We all know that there were no wars before the flood, that wars began after the
confusion of tongues at the tower of Babel, after the human family had been
divided into numerous tongues, nations, and races. The first war recorded in
sacred history, was fought in the days of Abraham, and wars have stayed with us ever
since. Before that day there was peace. Where else, then, could the second seal apply but after the flood,
the time peace was taken away from the earth? Finally, the history of the first seal must be sought in the period
before the flood. The color (white) of the horse itself speaks of peace, and so obviously the seals begin with
creation.”—V.T. Houteff, Timely Greetings , Vol. 2, No. 13, p. 5; italics added.
Quarterly’s Note: “The second seal describes the consequences of rejecting the gospel, beginning in the second
century. As Christ is waging spiritual warfare through the preaching of the gospel… he takes peace from the
earth. As a result, persecution inevitably follows. (See Matt. 10:34).” Monday’s Lesson Paragraph 2.
We have already established that “the book” contains the names and histories of the “peoples” of earth,
beginning with Adam’s generation, and since “peace” was removed from the earth nearly 4,000 prior to “the
second century,” it would be without meaning to ignore that large epoch of time from Adam’s days, and center
our focus only on the last 2,000 years of human existence! Further too, the lesson is suggesting that the second
horseman was Jesus Christ through his church, waging war by the preaching of the gospel! The conflict that
Truth causes when it comes in contact with error did not begin in the 2nd Century, but it started from the gates
of Eden, when God said “I will put enmity between” the seed of Truth and the seed of error. (Gen. 3: 15).
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The Third Seal
Read Rev. 6: 5-6, and observe all the symbols it contains.
Hurt not the oil and the wine: Just as the peace-destroying sword was a key to unlock the truth of the second
seal, “the oil and the wine” are a central in unlocking the truth of the third seal.
“Whatever is meant by the symbol, it is not of men, but of God, for it was He who
commanded, ‘Hurt not the oil and the wine.’ It is an accepted fact by nearly all
Bible students that ‘oil’ is used by the Scriptures as a symbol of the Holy Spirit, as
in Psalms 45:7; Isaiah 61:1-3; Zechariah 4:12. ‘Wine’ is used as a symbol of the
blood of Christ, and as the ‘life is in the blood,’ the wine denotes life eternal,
found only in ‘the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the world.’
“Said Jesus, ‘The words that I speak unto you they are spirit and they are life’ -‘oil’ and ‘wine.’ The words in the Bible are the ‘Spirit’ and the ‘Life.’ Therefore,
the command, ‘hurt not the oil and the wine,’ has reference to the Bible -- the Spirit
and the Life… The command was obeyed and the Bible came. In time of idolatry and dense
spiritual darkness, God, in His never failing love, blessed the human family by the gift of His written Word for a
Light to the world. The voice from the throne ‘Hurt not the oil and the wine,’ is the voice in the Bible and the
words of Jehovah.”—V.T. Houteff, 2SR pp. 210-211. Attesting to this fact, the historian chronicled below:
“Herodotus cites Phoenicia as the birthplace of the alphabet, stating that it was brought to Greece by the
Phoenician Kadmus (sometime before the 8th century BCE) and that, prior to that, the Greeks had no alphabet.
The Phoenician alphabet is the basis for most western languages written today and their city of Gebal (called
by the Greeks 'Byblos’) gave the Bible its name (from the Greek Ta Biblia, the books) as Gebal was the great
exporter of papyrus (bublos to the Greeks) which was the paper used in writing in ancient Egypt and Greece.”—
Ancient History Encyclopedia—Phoenicia.
Therefore, at a time when idolatry and spiritual darkness overwhelmed the human race, and the Word of God
was in danger of being turned into a lie, the Almighty protected His Word by preserving it in writing, rather than
the prior oral tradition, thereby causing us to have those original and preserved truths handed down to us
today, not by the failing memories of men, but through the preserved written Word.
“During the first 2,500 years of human history, there was no written revelation. Those who have been taught of
God communicated their knowledge to others, and it was handed down from father to son, through successive
generations. The preparation of the written word began in the time of Moses. Inspired revelations were then
embodied in an inspired book. This work continued during the long period of 1,600 years--from Moses, the
historian of Creation and the law, to John, the recorder of the most sublime truths of the gospel.” {E.G. White,
LHU 117.3}
That “the truth” of the Scriptures was being turned into a lie, calling forth God’s command to “hurt not the Oil
and the Wine,” is a fact of Scripture and history: “It is also notable that the battle between the Christian God and
Satan as related in the biblical Book of Revelation seems a much later version of the same conflict, with many of
the same details, one finds in the Phoenician myth of Baal and Yamm.” —Ancient History Encyclopedia—
Phoenicia. Also read Rom. 1: 25.
Balances (Scales): Balances are used in trading, and the context of the passage also suggests that these
balances were for commercial trading among the nations. This is why they are used to illustrate the
transactional forms of inter-governmental trades that arose between nations after the flood. For more, read
Lev. 19: 36; Job 6: 2; Jer. 32: 10, and Hos. 12: 7. The founders of international trade were the Phoenicians:
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“Trading Phoenicians appear in all manner of ancient sources, from Mesopotamian reliefs to the works
of Homer and Herodotus, from Egyptian tomb art to the Book of Ezekiel in the Bible. The Phoenicians were the
equivalent of the international haulage trucks of today, and just as ubiquitous… But the Phoenicians had been
the first Mediterranean trading superpower, and their early dominance led to those empires which followed
adopting similar trading practices and even adopting Phoenician names for certain exotic goods from distant
lands. The Phoenicians had dared to sail beyond the horizon and transport commodities to where they were
most prized. As the prophet Isaiah (23:2) stated, ‘you merchants of Sidon, whose goods travelled over the sea,
over wide oceans.’"—Ancient History Encyclopedia/ Trade in the Phoenician World.
Black horse: As “war” is the opposite of “peace,” so is “black” is the opposite of “white,” and white being a
symbol of purity, truth, and light, then the period of this second horseman points to a time of gross spiritual
darkness—a time when the Truth was being tampered with by siners, and spiritual darkness enveloped the
masses of men. Read Rom. 1: 19-32.
What a profound truth it is to know that while the art of writing was being introduced among the nations, that
God would use that technology to preserve His word down through the ages to our times! This prophecy shows
that modern technology must be deployed in the preaching of “the everlasting gospel” to a lost and world!
The battle over the purity of the word of God is seen throughout the Scriptures, from the exodus to the
generation who knew not Moses, to the time of the Judges, to the time of the Kings, when Prophets were
pursued and killed as those who troubled Israel and the world, to the time of Israel’s and Judah’s captivity, to
the time the Jews returned from Babylonian exile, to the first Advent of Christ and beyond. Thus the third seal
extends over the dark period during which the Bible was written—the word of God preserved.
The Wine and the Oil: “To summarize, it is obvious that the command, ‘Hurt not the oil and the wine,’ forbade
interference with the writings of the Scriptures, again showing that the breaking of the third seal unveils the
period in which the alphabet was invented and in which commercialism was originated; the period in which the
Bible was being written, and in which one nation subjugated another; the period that gave birth to Empires.
Hence, while the Old Testament time is closed with the third seal, the commencement of the New is unveiled
in THE SYMBOLIZATION OF THE FOURTH SEAL.”—V.T. Houteff, To The Seven Churches, pp. 48-49.
A measure of wheat = three measures of barley, each for a penny: In Matt. 20: 1-16, Christ recorded the
parable of the Householder and his hired laborers, all of whom He paid “a penny” for their day’s labor. Those
who bore the burden and heat of the day, and those hired “at the eleventh hour,” all earned the same wage—a
penny! Of special interest is the fact that the calls were made in three-hour intervals, except for the last hired,
who worked for only one hour: early morning, third, sixth, ninth, and eleventh, hour, respectively. Hence the
early morning workers’ 3 hours are compared with the eleventh-hour workers’ one hour; one measure = three
measures! In the parable Christ also compared the first and the last, and remarked that “the last [wheat] shall
be first [barley], and the first last.” (Matt. 20: 16).
Why was the wheat mentioned first, and the barley last? Why not the reverse? Why three times as much
barley for a penny to one of measure wheat? Or why not the reverse? There must be a reason for this order of
arrangement, as well as for the quantity of each cereal. Barley ripens much earlier than wheat, (Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 539), therefore, those hired first are represented by the barley, a symbol of Israel after the flesh,
(Christ's Object Lessons, pp. 400-401), and the wheat represents those called at the eleventh hour, (Selected
Messages Book 3, p. 390), Israel after the spirit—the 144,000 evangelists.
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TUESDAY ↥

January 29

The Fourth Seal
“And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell
[grave] followed with him. And power was given unto them over the fourth part of
the earth, to kill with sword...” Rev. 6: 8.
Under the second seal we learnt that that horseman wielded the peacedestroying sword that caused bloodshed and wars among the nations, likewise
now under the symbolization of the fourth seal, we see this horseman crushing
the saints “for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held,” (Rev. 6:
9), by killing them “with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the
beasts of the earth.” (Rev. 6: 8). Clearly, this must represent a later time to the post
flood era, a time when persecution would be directed towards the Church of God.
The “key” to unlock the truth of the fourth seal is in the fact that the “pale horse” rider brings us to the time
when persecution had so intensified against YHWH’s true worshippers that “death and the grave” followed in
quick succession, a time when they were sacrificed to the sword, flames, and wild beasts! Connected with this
realism, is the notion that “power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth.” This time envelope of
their ruling “over a fourth of the earth,” (NKJV), is most sublime, for recognizing the age of the earth under the
tyranny of sin to be 6,000 years, and dividing it by four yields 1,500 years! This being true, there must be a dualnatured kingdom locked up in this “pale horse” symbolism, identified as “them” (KJV) and “These two” (NLT),
whose brutal authority spanned 1500 years of human history. Beginning with the crucifixion of Christ in 31 A.D.,
and adding 1,500 years inclusively, takes us to 1530 A.D. During this time, the kingdoms of Pagan and Papal
Rome ruled the civilized world and oppressed the true Church of God! In the year 1530, physical evidence of
Rome’s power being broken was revealed through the Protestant Reformation of 1517, with its formal
organization in the protestant creed of the Augsburg Confession in 1530.
To no other period of Church history may we look for these atrocities than to the era of Roman domination over
the Christian church, a time when the Gladiator’s sword and spear ran red with the blood of saints and martyrs,
when wild beasts made sport of them in the great amphitheaters or colosseums (stadiums and sports arenas) of
the day. From the crucifixion of Christ to 1530, Rome ruled the world with an iron fist as an unchallenged
authority over the people of God. But through the revived preaching of the Gospel during the Protestant
Reformation, her power was checked, inflicting a “the deadly wound” (Rev. 13: 3) to its power, which was felt
throughout the empire, and finally brought the Papacy to its knees in 1798. Concerning Rome’s unrelenting
persecution of the Saints, Ellen White wrote:
“The fires of persecution were kindled. Christians were stripped of their possessions and driven from their
homes. They ‘endured a great fight of afflictions.’ Hebrews 10: 32. They ‘had trial of cruel mockings and
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment.’ Hebrews 11: 36. Great numbers sealed their testimony
with their blood. Noble and slave, rich and poor, learned and ignorant, were alike slain without mercy. {GC 39.2}
“These persecutions, beginning under Nero about the time of the martyrdom of Paul, continued with greater or
less fury for centuries. Christians were falsely accused of the most dreadful crimes and declared to be the cause
of great calamities--famine, pestilence, and earthquake... They were condemned as rebels against the empire, as
foes of religion, and pests to society. Great numbers were thrown to wild beasts or burned alive in the
amphitheaters. Some were crucified; others were covered with the skins of wild animals and thrust into the
arena to be torn by dogs. Their punishment was often made the chief entertainment at public fetes. Vast
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multitudes assembled to enjoy the sight and greeted their dying agonies with laughter and applause.” {E.G.
White, GC 40.1}
Kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth: These words are the
culmination of Daniel’s prophecy concerning the Roman power. Study Dan. 7: 7-8, 19-25; 11: 20-22; 32-35.
“They loved not their lives unto the death,” (Rev. 12: 11), their knowing that Jesus holds “the keys of hell [grave]
and of death,” (Rev. 1: 18), they were the more confident that their “light affliction, which is but for a moment,
worketh… a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.” (2 Cor. 4: 17). In His appointed time the key-Man
will unlock their prison houses and set the captives free. What a glorious day that will be!

WEDNESDAY ↥

January 30

The Fifth Seal
Read Revelation 6:9-10. Under the fourth seal we learnt of those who were murdered
“with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth,” (Rev. 6:
8), that they were “slain for the Word of God,” a targeted killing, and that truth is now
amplified under the fifth seal. When this seal was opened, the saints’ deaths were
already in the past (under the fourth seal), for it said they “were” slain, showing the
brutality of the persecution directed against Christ’s faithful witnesses during the Dark
Ages, at the fiendish hands of the Roman Papacy! The language of their souls at the time
of death was “How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our
blood on them that dwell on the earth?” (Rev. 6: 10).
Their soul’s anguish looked forward to the judgment, a time when sentence will be given in favor of “the saints
of the most High.” (Dan. 7: 22). Their “cry” and anticipation of the “judgment” are positive indicators that the
pre-Advent judgment had not yet begun, even then during the 16th century. To their question, “how long?”
heaven answered that they should wait “for a little season,” showing that the persecution of the fourth seal
would continue throughout the fifth, and “their fellow servants also and their brethren,”—those who shall join
the Faith on account their witnessing “should be killed as they were, should be fulfilled.” Hence, though the
Protestant Reformation gave them a “little help,” (Dan. 11: 34), yet Daniel said, “some of them of understanding
shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a
time appointed.” (Dan. 11: 35). This shows that after the fifth seal (ie., during the sixth seal), we will see the
opening of the investigative judgment in heaven—the proceeding which would vindicate the saints, while
simultaneously handing down punishment upon the wicked—their enemies.
The phrase “time appointed” (Dan. 11: 35), is the Hebrew word “mowed,” which means among other things, “a
fixed time or season; specifically, a festival.”—Strong’s Hebrew Dictionary. How privileged we are as Adventists
to have Biblical assurance that the Judgment would commence on one of God’s “set feasts,” His appointed
time—the Day of Atonement, on October 22, 1844! On this date, when in the typical service the High Priest
would have performed the cleansing of the earthly sanctuary, our heavenly High Priest performed the opening
ceremonies of the pre-Advent, investigative judgment! That judgment opened with the cases of the dead, and is
today transitioning to the judgment of the Living.
The question “how long?” speaks to time, and there is only one time prophecy recorded in the Bible whose
terminus would open the judgement—“he said unto me, Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall
the sanctuary be cleansed.” (Dan. 8: 14). As this cleansing of the sanctuary was done only on the Day of
Atonement, it certifies to us that the investigative judgment commencing in 1844 would open under the 6 th
seal! Further, too, this conforms that the movement that preached “the everlasting gospel” in preparation of
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this Judgment—“Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come,” (Rev. 14: 7), was divinely
called to occupy its post of duty at this time in earth’s history. Since Seventh-day Adventists are the only ones
who teach such a message, we are now seeing the call and the rise of this missionary Movement of Destiny,
which was dedicated to continuing the protest of the 16th Century, by keeping the Protestant flame burning
brightly during the night of this earth’s history. Sadly, this movement of prophecy has fumbled the baton of
truth, and is now dancing with the enemy—the Papacy! For this reason, the Spirit of God is calling today for a
spiritual revival and reformation—the most necessary and urgent of all our spiritual needs.
White robes were given them: Their “white robes,” “clean and white” are “the righteousness of saints,” (Rev.
19: 8), thus showing the result of the judgment in their favor, (Dan. 7: 22).
Dead Saints Speaking? It is a Biblical truth that the dead are really dead—they are not conscious, (Eccl. 9: 5), and
this passage speaks that truth as well. Note carefully that to “the souls of them that were slain for the word of
God, and for the testimony which they held… [that] it was said unto them, that they should rest yet for a little
season.” They were to “rest” or sleep, and not be awake or alive! The word “rest,” Greek “anapauo,” is defined
by Strong’s Greek Dictionary as “to cause or permit one to cease from any movement or labour in order to
recover and collect his strength.” It would be most un-heavenly for one who is there to be in such a vegetative
state of mobility as to be waiting to “recover and collect” their strength! In Heaven, and by extension, the New
Earth, we will not be immobilized, waiting to recover our strength, but be bounding in the freshness of eternal
youth!

THURSDAY ↥

January 31

The Sixth Seal
The sixth seal opens with the signs and wonders in the earth, sea, and skies—the gigantic Lisbon earthquake on
October 30, 1755 and its associated tsunami, along with the dark day of May 19, 1780, followed by a blood
moon that night, and finally concluded in the meteoric shower of November 13, 1833. All of these
celestial and terrestrial wonders gave rise to the Second Great Awakening movement, an evangelistic
thrust that shook the nations of the Americas and inhabitants of the entire civilized world! Those,
however, were only the opening salvos of the Judgment for the Dead!
The pre-Advent judgment comprehends the entire body of believers, both dead and living, and as
the Judgment of the dead was preceded by celestial signs and wonders, similarly
too are those for the Judgment of the living. In recent years, we have seen the
Tetrad—four blood moons, each occurring on one of the Biblical Holy days—“set
feasts” of our God! These are signs.
“Each blood moon in the tetrad has fallen on a Jewish holiday: Passover of 2014,
Sukkot of 2014, Passover of 2015 and now Sukkot of 2015. A tetrad of blood moons all coinciding with Jewish
festivals is extremely rare; only three such tetrads have occurred in the past thousand years. This is the fourth
cycle. According to many rabbinic scholars, these tetrads always signify turning
points in Jewish history”. Breaking Israel News, Sept., 2015.
During the week of our most recent lunar eclipse, January 15-22, 2019, there were
at least four significant earthquakes ranging in magnitude from 6.6, 6.7, 6.4, and
6.7, respectively, on the Richter scale. These events along with the blood moons
are signs of the times for God’s people today, are positive indicators that the
Judgment for the Living is upon us! This judgment is twofold—first the sealing
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work followed by the physical separation, as recorded in Ezek. 9: 1-9; Mal. 3: 1-3, Isa. 63: 1-3, and 1 Pet. 4: 17.
The Heavens Rolled Away: The sixth seal concludes with the heavens rolled away like a scroll, and the wicked
inhabitants of the earth desperately seeking a refuge for their sin-benighted souls, pleading with the rocks and
mountains to hide them from the wrath of the Lamb.

FRIDAY ↥

February 1

The Seventh Seal
Whether by design, intent, or oversight, we cannot tell, but the author of this Quarter’s Lesson has completely
overlooked the seventh Seal, and in the spirit of completeness, we shall survey it here. Since the sixth seal
brings us to the time of Christ’s Second Coming and the destruction of the earth, logic demands that the seventh
seal would not showcase the same event. But more than an appeal to logic is the fact that the seventh seal
unveils a scenario whereby “the prayers of all saints” (Rev. 8: 3) were still ascending from earth with acceptance
to God, and His Holy Spirit, in the form of “fire of the altar,” (Rev. 8: 5), was later poured upon the earth, at a
time when the earth should have been depopulated, and probation closed (Rev. 22: 11)! As the entire judicial
tribunal (Judge, Advocate, Elders, Angels, etc.) were in the temple after the seventh seal had been opened, it is
evident that the judgment was still in progress, and that probation had not yet closed, for after the judgment
shall cease and probation closes, no man can enter the temple, (Rev. 15:8).
Why was there silence? This seal opened with a half an
hour’s “silence in heaven,” after which the angel offered
up the prayers of the saints, and cast the fire from the
alter upon the earth. Then the judicial proceedings
resumed, “and there were voices, and thunderings, and
lightnings, and an earthquake.” (Rev. 8: 1, 5). The
judgment went in recess for half an hour, to transition
from the Judgment of the Dead to the Judgment upon the Living! The order of the sounds is also reflective of
this truth; in our comments on January 20th, we featured the accompanying table, showing the reverse order in
both phases of judgment. The session for the living resumed with “voices” and ended with an “earthquake,”
whereas the session for the dead opened with an “earthquake” and closed with “voices.”
The Prophetic Half an Hour: Since a day in prophetic time stands for a year, (Ezek. 4: 6), then one hour is a
twenty-fourth part of a prophetic day, and allowing thirty days to a month, (Gen. 7: 11, 24; 8: 3, 4), we get 15
days. Half an hour, therefore, would be half of 15 days, or 7.5 literal days ~ one week. Under the Levitical
Sanctuary, seven days were used for purification, or cleansing. (See Ex. 29:35, 37; Lev. 12:2; 13:4, 5; 1, 9, 11, 12,
14, 15, 21, etc.) From these and many more Scriptures, we conclude that the "half an hour" or seven days,
stands for the purification or cleansing of the church of God—the physical separation of the sealed ones from
those who had not obtained it (Matt. 13: 30, 41-43), pointing forward to the fulfillment of Malachi 3:1-4, and Isa.
63: 1-3, when Christ shall suddenly visit His church, and direct His angels to separate the wheat from the tares!
The feast of Passover coupled with the feast of Unleavened Bread being a seven-day “appointed time,” forecasts
just such a “sealing” and slaying, as predicted in Ezekiel 9. During the Passover in Egypt, (Ex. 12: 12-20), Christ
Himself did the sealing and the separating, and He will do likewise in His cleansing work for today.
"The Passover was to be both commemorative and typical, not only pointing back to the deliverance from Egypt,
but forward to the greater deliverance which Christ was to accomplish in freeing His people from the bondage
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of sin." – Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 277. This work will be "fulfilled in the kingdom of God" (Luke 22:16), an
event yet future.
The Angel With The “Golden Censer”: In the earthly sanctuary, the “golden censer” was only used by the High
Priest to make intersession for Israel, and directly transfers to our heavenly High Priest (Heb. 8: 1-2), Jesus
Christ, the Intercessor (Mediator) between God and man, (1 Tim. 2: 5). That He will take recess from the
Judgment in Heaven to cleanse His church on earth, is attested to by the pen of Inspiration,
"The Lord Jesus shall rise up from His mediatorial work in the heavenly sanctuary, and shall clothe himself with
the garments of vengeance, and surprise them at their unholy feast; and they will find themselves unprepared
for the marriage supper of the Lamb." – Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 690.
Peter, looking forward to this same event says, "For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of
God: and if it first begin at us, what shall be the end of them that obey not the gospel of God?" (1 Peter 4:17).
Fire From the Altar Cast Into The Earth: “And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and
cast it into the earth.” Rev. 8: 5.
Fire from the alter has ever been a symbol of God’s Holy Spirit (Isa. 6: 6, 7; Matt. 3: 11), thus illustrating that
after the judgment resumes, God will pour out His Holy Spirit upon the church on earth, for the finishing of the
everlasting gospel work in all the world. This identical imagery is also shown after the sealing and cleansing
forecasted in Ezekiel 9. The prophet said, “And he spake unto the man clothed with linen, and said, Go in
between the wheels, even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims,
and scatter them over the city. And he went in in my sight.” (Ezek. 10: 2).
The “city” Jerusalem is a symbol of the place of true worship—the church, and now we see that after this
cleansing, the Holy Spirit in latter rain in power will be poured out in copious amounts upon the purified church
of God! A similar work was done in the early church after Judas’ separation, that on the day of Pentecost the
waiting Church was electrified with the dynamic demonstration of God’s Holy Spirit in “former rain” power.
“The great issue so near at hand will weed out those whom God has not appointed and He will have a pure,
true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain.” {3 Selected Messages, p. 385.3}.
"The third angel's message is to lighten the earth with its glory; but only those who have withstood temptation in
the strength of the Mighty One will be permitted to act a part in proclaiming it when it shall have swelled into
the loud cry." (E.G. White, Review & Herald, Nov. 19, 1908).
Clearly, then, the seventh seal, brings us to the time of Rev. 18: 1, when the 4 th angel’s message swells the Third
Angel’s Message to the Loud Cry!
Parenthetical Nature of The Seals: We have seen that the seals do overlap each other, and that they are not
contiguously sequential, thus while the sixth seal brings us up to the Second Coming of Christ, (Rev. 6: 14-17),
the seventh seal goes back in time and sheds more light on the sealing events under the period of the sixth seal,
then leaps forward to the end of sin and sinners, and the restoration of the New Earth. The sealing of the
144,000 (Rev. 7: 4) and the “great multitude” (Rev. 7: 9) being events only under the sixth seal, it can
immediately be seen that these two groups of saints are only from among the “living” in the last days! Further,
too, that the seventh seal is broken after the conclusion of the sixth, shows the overlapping nature with the
seals. It will also be seen that the seven seals do overlap with the seven trumpets (Rev. 8: 1-6), and likewise do
the seven last plagues with each other, (Rev. 16: 12-18).

Lesson 5 ends here.
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LESSON 6*February 2-8; Sabbath Afternoon
The Sealed People of God
Memory Text: “These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have

washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (Revelation
7:14, KJV).
Under the study of the Seven Seals, we learnt that the 144,000 and the great multitude are sealed during the
time period of the 6th seal—the end times. Since the 6th seal ends with the Second Coming of Christ and the
“wrath of the Lamb,” the question that chapter 7 seeks to answer is “who shall be able to stand?” (Rev. 6: 17).
Inspiration has provided the answer to this probing question, in Rev. 7, a chapter that has created much anxiety
amongst us as Seventh-day Adventists. In the early days of our Denomination, it was believed that the 144k was
a literal number, and that they would be the only saints alive when Jesus comes, but after 1919, when our
Church membership crossed that line, and today we number millions, that understanding has given rise to a new
theology—the 144k is a symbolic number of the “great innumerable multitude.”
In this week’s lesson we shall explore the “mind of God” on this subject and unveil the rich veins of truths for
these last days. We should note that these end-time saints came out of “great tribulation,” (singular), and not
“great tribulations” (plural), for there is only one such “tribulation,” which is also identified in Scripture as the
time of the Mark of the Beast system, when the true worshippers will be oppressed for their fidelity to the
whole Word of God, including all His commandments, statutes and judgments.

SUNDAY ↥

February 3

Restraining the Winds; Read Revelation 7:1-3 along with 2 Peter 3:9-14.
While in prophecy “winds” do represent destructive forces, such as wars and insurrections, there is a special
tragedy that is awaiting the Church of God against which only the “sealed” company will survive! This
“destructive force” is earmarked, “the Mark of the Beast” (MOB) system (Rev. 13: 15-17)! Hence, while Satan is
“marking” (sealing) his people for destruction, our God, in His great love for sinners and for the salvation of His
church, is sealing his latter-day evangelists with the seal of salvation and protection. And though Salvation has
been the theme of all the seals, yet, with the exception of two individuals, to no group has been committed
protection against death and the grave. Death is especially magnified under the 2nd thru 5th seal, respectively,
but under the 6th Seal, we are for the first time, since the dawn of human history, being introduced to a people
who will defy death and the grave, by God’s amazing grace.
After Cain had slain his brother, Able, to protect him from anyone’s avenging him for Able’s blood, God set “a
mark” (Gen. 4: 15) or seal upon Cain, “lest any finding him should kill him.” This example serves as solid proof
that as verily as YHWH “sealed” Cain against death, similarly, but eternally, will He do in sealing his end-time
remnant—the 144,000 evangelists, for salvation! They will be immune to death, “and when they fall upon the
sword, they shall not be wounded.” (Joel 2: 8).
Why does God see the necessity of “sealing” his servants against death today than at any other time? The
answer is clear, “the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as [all] would not worship
the image of the beast should be killed.” (Rev. 13: 15). “And I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the
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witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands.” (Rev. 20: 4).
Here is an international “worship” decree with a death penalty attached to it, and since this “worship” is in
defiance to the statutes, judgments, and commandments of our God, then in a very real sense, it is singularly
directed against YHWH’s the “true worshippers.” This group was first identified as the “remnant” that keeps the
commandments of our God and has the testimony of Messiah (Rev. 12:17), and proclaims “the everlasting
gospel” which declares, among other things, “worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters.” (Rev. 14: 7). Obviously, two systems of worship now stand in conflict—the worship of God,
based on “His commandments,” (Rev. 14:12), and the worship of Satan, engineered by the beast system, based
on a violation of said commandments! There are many renowned theologians today who stand in strict defiance
to the law of God, branding it as “legalism,” and “old covenant” works, yet to such teachers Christ has warned,
“But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” Mt 15:9.
The Four Winds Portend Global Trouble: “The time is coming when we cannot sell at any price. The decree will
soon go forth prohibiting men to buy or sell of any man save him that hath the mark of the beast. We came near
having this realized in California a short time since; but this was only the threatening of the blowing of the four
winds. As yet they are held by the four angels. We are not just ready. There is a work yet to be done, and then
the angels will be bidden to let go, that the four winds may blow upon the earth. That will be a decisive time for
God's children, a time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation.” {5T 152.2}.
It is important to note that whereas the MOB system threatened the Church in the 1880’s under the historic and
much-debated Blair Amendment to the US Constitution, that that event only marked the threat of the MOB—
the “time of trouble” (TOT) for God’s people! Hence, had that system been deployed, it would no longer remain
the proverbial threat, but the fully developed and actual deployment of the thereof! Being now over 130 years
removed from the Blair Amendment, and with the world today poised to fully implement the tenets of the
Papal-inspired “Paris Climate Change Agreement,” we may know that we are on the very verge of this Sunday
legislation TOT crisis, and that the sealing of the living saints is well under way. May we prize every wakeful
moment to keep our garments clean and unspotted from the world, through daily cleansing in the blood of
Christ, Lamb of God!
How long are the angels supposed to restrain the winds? The winds are held until the 144k are sealed—
protected against death and the grave, as well as insulated from sinning.
What will happen when the sealing is concluded? It should be noted that there are two sealings for the people
of God: the first fruit sealing (Israelites), followed by a “great multitude” of Second Fruits from “every” nation,
kindred, tongue and people. After this first fruit sealing report has been submitted, God will send for the
destroying angels (not humans), to carry out the slay command predicted in Ezek. 9: “Slay utterly old and young,
both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark [seal]; and
begin at my sanctuary [the church]. Then they began at the ancient men which were before the house.” (V. 6),
[added].

MONDAY ↥

February 4

The Sealed People of God; Read Revelation 7:4-8. What is the number of God’s
sealed people? What is the meaning of that specific number?
In last week’s lesson, we studied the truth of the Seven seals, and discovered that Rev. 7 was written in response
to the closing question of the 6th seal, “who shall be able to stand” (Rev. 6: 17) the day of the Lamb’s wrath? The
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only ones are those that are “sealed” under this seal, namely the 144,000 “servants” of God, and the “great
multitude” from all nations. These are two separate and distinct classes of living saints that God will save during
these end times.
First, it must be established that the “seal” of God is a designation placed on “every one that nameth the name
of Christ [and departs] from iniquity,” (2Tim. 2:19). Hence, a prerequisite characteristic of the “sealed” saints, is
their “departing from iniquity,” and living victorious sinless lives in Jesus Christ our Lord.
“Exact obedience is required, and those who say it is not possible to live a perfect life throw upon God the
imputation of injustice and untruth.” {EG White, The Southern Review, (SW), December 5, 1899 par. 13}
Since “In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end,” {AA 585.1}, is needful that we identify this
sealing work in other areas of Scripture, as it will shed light on this latter-day sealing event. Firstly, we shall look
at the Passover in Egypt at the Exodus, for there was at that time a sealing and separating of the righteous from
the unrighteous over the question of true worship.
At that Passover event, YHWH declared to Moses, “they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side
posts and on the upper door post of the houses… 13 And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses
where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy
you, when I smite the land of Egypt.” Ex. 12: 7, 13.
“When God was about to smite the first-born of Egypt, He commanded the Israelites to gather their children
from among the Egyptians into their own dwellings and strike their door posts with blood, that the destroying
angel might see it and pass over their homes... The angel is to place a mark upon the forehead of all who are
separated from sin and sinners, and the destroying angel will follow, to slay utterly both old and young.” {5T
505.2}.
From the foregoing, it is clear that the latter-day sealing is accompanied by a death decree from “the destroying
angel” even YHWH Himself! But where is that prophecy, you may ask? Read the ninth chapter of Ezekiel, for
there is a most graphic scenery of sealing and slaying of God’s people based on the “abomination” of false
worship (Read Ezek. 8) that is being practiced in our midst. Said the Lord to His Commissioning angels, “set a
mark [seal] upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done in the
midst thereof… 6 Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and women: but come not near any
man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary, [the remnant church].” (Ezek. 9: 4, 6; [added]).
That the sealing in Revelation 7 is the same one predicted in Ezekiel 9, we are told, “This sealing of the servants
of God is the same that was shown to Ezekiel in vision. John also had been a witness of this most startling
revelation.” {TM 445.2}
This same group of saints is seen declaring the Loud Cry of the Third Angel’s Message (Rev. 14: 1-12), as they
lived during the time of the MOB enactment, and will be earth’s final evangelists. There it also shows their
sinless character, for the Scriptures declare, “they are without fault before the throne of God,” (Rev. 14: 5), and
they “had no guile,” or erroneous doctrines of Babylon, (Rev. 18: 4), in their mouths, but faithfully kept God’s
Law—His commandments, statutes, and judgments. (Rev. 14: 12).
12,000 From Each of the 12 Tribes: To many Bible expositors, including those who wrote the currently
Quarterly, the precisely even number of 144,000 (no more, no less), seems too perfect for God to achieve! Thus
they erroneously reason, “The reference here is not to a literal number but to what it signifies… The 12 tribes
listed in Revelation 7 are, obviously, not literal, because the 12 tribes of Israel… are not in existence today… Also,
the list of the 12 tribes in Revelation 7 is like no other found in Scripture… The list of the tribes in Revelation 7 is
not historical but spiritual.” –Monday’s Lesson, Feb. 4
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These human-derived reasons are vain attempts by the Enemy to conceal the truth of these 144,000 evangelists.
Further too, the notion that the 12 tribes are “not in existence today,” is to use a human measuring stick in the
face of the Omniscient I AM. In Ps. 87: 4-6, our God demonstrates that YHWH is the greatest Genealogist this
earth has ever seen, and again at the birth of Christ He demonstrates that He keeps an accurate track of Seth’s
and Abraham’s genealogy throughout the intermingled ages of history for 4,000 years! (Read Matt. 1: 1-17, and
Luke 3: 23-38). His 4,000 year track record should convince any theological skeptic that God has kept an
accurate count of the genealogies through to the present.
Literal or Spiritual: Another strategy from the Enemy is to classify the 144,000 as a purely “symbolic” number,
with the aim of minimizing the precision of this group of Heavenly commandos for Christ. The fact that the
inspired Apostle testified that “I heard the number,” should silence that “symbolic” notion, for in a similar way
John described the 1000 year reign in heaven, and he really meant a literal thousand years to “the self-same
day!” Under the 6th Trumpet, John also “heard the number” (Rev. 9: 16), 200 million horsemen, indicating that
that number did not originate with him but from the One who gave the Revelation. It is most unreasonable to
see Christ spending four verses to identify each of the 12 tribes that will comprise the 144,000 only to have it
blown off as purely symbolic, as the descriptive details would be without meaning.

TUESDAY ↥

February 5

The Great Multitude
Read Revelation 7:9-10. What group of saints does John see at this point? How are they described, and where do
they come from? What are they shouting before God’s throne?
Quarterly’s Note: “Therefore, although some Adventist interpreters view this group as another representation
of the 144,000, we could understand the “great multitude” as a reference to all the redeemed who have
suffered for their faith down through the ages.” Tuesday Feb. 5, par. 3.
The mere indication that this Great Multitude (GM) is from the saints “down through the ages,” illustrates a
total disregard for the judgment session being reviewed, for this sealing of these living saints occurs under the
sixth seal, an event which opened with the great Lisbon earthquake of 1755, and pointed to events future to
that time!
Their having come out of “great tribulation” (singular), is another clue that they cannot constitute those sealed
“down through the ages,” for they would, instead, have come out of great “tribulations” (plural)! The “great
tribulation” ahead of us, is called by Daniel, “a time of trouble such as never was,” (Dan. 12: 1), is also known as
the MOB system, (Rev. 13: 14-17).
In the statement, “After this I beheld,” (Rev. 7: 9), is seen a natural sequential development of truth subsequent
to the sealing and separating of the 144,000, the disclosing to view of another group of sealed saints, the “great
multitude,” (Rev. 7: 9) of living saints.
Without a correct understanding of the harvest in Israel, this subject will remain clouded in mystery, but as we
stated earlier, the first fruit harvest in Israel was followed by “the greater harvest,” and here we are learning
that the “first fruits” harvest of saints is followed by the “great multitude,” an exact one-to-one comparison of
type and antitype. The Scriptures are perfect in the truths they proclaim!
The truth of the sealed company gathering another group is central to the teachings of the Bible: On the day of
Pentecost, for example, we have a numbered company, the 120 who were given the “former rain” power to
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both proclaim the gospel and gather in thousands of converts per day (a great multitude), for a sustained 42
months, or 3 ½ years! Similarly, in the latter days, we are seeing the 144,000 (a numbered company), preaching
“the everlasting gospel” to and gathering in a “great multitude” of saints! It is quite possible that this witnessing
will also span a similar 42 months or 3 ½ years, but time alone will tell on this aspect. Where does the Bible
teach these two fruits in the latter day harvest? Read Isa. 66: 19-20.
From Isaiah we see that God will “set a sign” or a “mark” (seal) upon his people who survive the Lord’s “fire” and
“sword” (Isa. 66: 16), and send them as evangelists to who have never heard the gospel before— those “that
have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory.” Then we see the gathering in v. 20 of a great multitude
of converts out of “all nations” (v. 20), as is also identically shown in Rev. 7: 9! This is more than Biblical
coincidence; they are prophetic counterparts, instead. In support of this position, here is the pen of Inspiration
for today:
“As we draw near to the coming of Christ, more and still more of missionary work will engage our efforts. The
message of the renewing power of God's grace will be carried to every country and clime, until the truth shall
belt the world. Of the number of them that shall be sealed will be those who have come from every nation and
kindred and tongue and people. From every country will be gathered men and women who will stand before the
throne of God and before the Lamb, crying, "Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the
Lamb." Revelation 7:10. But before this work can be accomplished, we must experience here in our own country
the work of the Holy Spirit upon our hearts.” {CT 532.1}
Quarterly’s Note: The Quarterly’s citation of The Great Controversy, p. 665, was to bolster its incorrect view
that “we could understand the ‘great multitude’ as a reference to all the redeemed who have suffered for their
faith down through the ages,” but an accurate reading of the passage completely dismisses this claim. Let’s
analyze the four groups mentioned as encircling the throne:
1. Those who were “Nearest the throne”
2. “Those who perfected Christian characters in the midst of falsehood… who honored the law of God
when the Christian world declared it void”—the 144,000.
3. “The millions, of all ages”
4. “The ‘great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations…’”
From this analysis, it becomes abundantly clear that the 144,000 and “the great multitude” are separate and
distinct groups of saints who are “sealed” in the latter days, in complete agreement with what we have
presented before from the harvest types in Israel. Clearly too, the GM and the 144k are shown to be separate
and distinct from “The millions, of all ages” who are also saved. (This point will be further developed in
Wednesday’s lesson, showing the translation of both Elijah and Enoch as counterparts.)

WEDNESDAY ↥

February 6

Those Who Follow the Lamb; Read Revelation 14:1-5. What are the three chief
characteristics of the 144,000 saints?
It is important to discover that more than their remaining firm to their convictions is the truth that the 144k and
those who follow them, perfected Christian characters, meaning they lived perfect lives, and as such earned the
accolade of living “without fault before the throne of God.” (Rev. 14: 5). This means sinlessness will characterize
the life of these end-time saints! And why not, given that this is the consummation of the ages, when God will
put on display before the universe, the trophies of Christ’s victory! He took on humanity and condemned sin in
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the flesh, and through His indwelling grace and consecrated living through His latter rain-filled remnant; they
will demonstrate to the universe that “the Law of the LORD is perfect converting the soul!” (Ps. 19: 7).
The First Fruits: Only in the Harvest rites of ancient Israel can this truth be dislodged, for there we learn of the
harvest in Israel in two broad sections: the first fruit harvest, and second fruit harvest, called the greater
“harvest,” (Luke 10: 2; Matt. 9: 37), or simply “the harvest,” (John 4: 35). The harvest was the longest period of
the year, consuming fully seven months, commencing with Passover in the first month, in the spring of the year,
and culminating with the Feast of Tabernacles, in the autumn, the end of the year. In the antitypical context,
therefore, we see that the 144,000 are the first fruits of the earthly harvest, demonstrating that there is a larger
multitude yet to be garnered in. From Pentecost, in the 3rd month, the greater harvest was carried on for 5 busy
months up to the time of Tabernacles.
Quarterly’s Note: The lesson has incessantly tried to create a false narrative of the 144k and the GM, and has
sought to mischaracterize the latter-day harvest accordingly: “in Revelation the 144,000 are clearly a special
group because they will be translated without seeing death (1 Cor. 15:50-52). Thus, they are the firstfruits of the
larger harvest of the saved through all the ages (Rev. 14:14-16).—Wednesday Feb. 6, paragraph 6.
There are two great errors mentioned here which must be correctly understood:


The 144k are the living saints who will be translated at the last trump,



The harvest in Rev. 14:14-16, is of “the saved through all the ages”

As the Bible is written in types and antitypes, it presents two saints who have been translated to heaven without
ever tasting of death and the grave—Enoch and Elijah. Thus these two men stand as types or shadows of two
groups of “living saints” who shall be translated to heaven without experiencing death and the grave.
Enoch: Enoch’s generation is that from which “all nations” of today emanate, and so he is a fitting type of the
group of living saints who shall be translated to Heaven from “all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues,” (Rev. 7: 9)—the great multitude.
“But like Enoch, God's people will seek for purity of heart and conformity to His will, until they shall reflect the
likeness of Christ. Like Enoch, they will warn the world of the Lord's second coming and of the judgments to be
visited upon transgression... As Enoch was translated to heaven before the destruction of the world by water, so
the living righteous will be translated from the earth before its destruction by fire. {PP 88.3}
Elijah: Elijah was an Israelite prophet who was translated to heaven without tasting death. He stood in bold
defiance to the doctrine of that woman Jezebel (1 Kings 19, Rev. 2:20), and lived a holy life during the time of
greatest apostasy. He, therefore, is a type of the 144,000 “Israelites” (Rev. 7: 4-8) who shall be filled with the
Spirit and power of Elijah (Mal. 4: 5), and proclaiming “the everlasting gospel” to God’s people trapped in
antitypical Babylon (Rev. 17: 1-5, and Rev. 18: 1-5) of today!
“Elijah, who had been translated to heaven without seeing death, represented those who will be living upon the
earth at Christ’s second coming, and who will be “changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump.”—DA 421.
The Two harvests in Rev. 14:14-18: Most of us as Adventists hold that the harvest is at the Second Coming of
Christ, where He, in the twinkling of an eye, will sever the wheat from the tares, taking the wheat (righteous)
with him to heaven, and leaving the “tares” to be burnt. What we are about to discover is that the harvest of
the living from earth is a very organized process, and more importantly, it is in two sections, it starts in the
Church, and ends in the world (1 Pet. 4: 17, 18).
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First Fruit Harvest: The first reaping was done by “the Son of Man” who sat upon a white cloud, “having on His
head a [singular] golden crown.” (v. 14). At His Second Coming Christ will have, not “one” but “many crowns,”
(Rev. 19:12), for it is awards day for His saints, and to each will be given “a crown of righteousness,” (2 Tim. 4: 8).
This proves that just as there is a pre-Advent judgment there is likewise a pre-Advent harvest or cleansing of His
Church from sinners (Ezek. 9).
Great Multitude Harvest: Just as in Ezekiel’s vision of the sealing and slaying, it was followed by the pouring out
of the “coals of fire,” (Ezek. 10: 2) upon the City, a representation of God’s Holy Spirit being poured upon His
Church for the anointed preaching of the gospel, similarly we are seeing in Rev. 14 such a two-fold harvest. Take
particular note of v.17-19, for the other angel also commanded to thrust in his sharp sickle and reap “the
clusters of the vine of the earth.” Clusters are not refuse, but the choicest gleanings, (Num. 13: 23, 24)!
We should note that “clusters of the vine” (Songs 7:7, 8) and “the vine” are two separate things, for whereas
men do not eat the vine, but cast it in the oven (Luke 12: 29), the clusters are not destroyed,(Isa. 65: 8), but are
reserved for consumption (Micah 7:1). Similarly, our God has declared that he will not destroy the cluster, but
fill it with “new wine,” the wine of His Holy Spirit, that it may bear unto Him glory and honor due to His great
Name!
Some have erroneously construed that on account of the angel’s gathering “the vine of the earth, and cast it
into the great winepress of the wrath of God,” (Rev. 14: 19), it indicates that this second reaping by this angel is
of the wicked and not another righteous group. But this is without merit as it violates every basic teaching of
the Scriptures on the harvest, as well as the expressed command of God to the angel that he should reap the
“clusters” because they are “fully ripe.”
Ripe Fruits vs. Fully Ripe: A working knowledge of how fruits come into harvest will sharpen our understanding
of this reaping process with the sickles of truth. Whenever crops are ripening, though the grains were planted at
the same time, or on the same day, they do not all come to maturity as the same instant, and many are even
delayed by weeks, though planted only minutes apart! If you’ve planted tomatoes or corn, for example, you can
attest to this fact. There are the first ripe fruits, followed by the great abundance; fruit and vegetable
abundance and reduced prices in the summer months, are indicative of this market glut. In the spiritual harvest,
a similar two-stage process is realized, hence Israel had the “first fruit” harvest followed by “the greater
harvest,” which we may chronologically call “the Second Fruits.
“O where are the reapers that garner in the sheaves of the good from the fields of sin? With sickles of truth
must the work be done, and no one may rest till the ‘harvest home.’"-- O where are the reapers that garner in
When the Son of Man thrust in his sickle and reaped, the harvest of the earth was only “ripe,” (v. 16), but when
the other angel went to the field to reap the earth, the Bible says “her grapes were fully ripe,” (v. 18). When
grapes are “ripe” the clusters are interspersed with unripened berries, needing a second harvest, but when the
clusters are “fully ripe,” the work of reaping can be carried out indiscriminately.
“Following the onset of veraison1, the ripening process then takes anywhere from 30–70 days for the grapes to
become fully ready to make wine!… Some grape varieties have bunches that ripen very unevenly. Some will
have ready and ripe berries on the same bunch as berries that are still green.”—veraison: When Grapes Turn
Red

1

Ibid. “One of the most important moments in a grapevine’s annual lifecycle is the onset of ripening, when the grapes turn
from green to red and naturally begin to sweeten.”
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“A grape's variety indicates the general time when it is harvest-ready, but it can't tell you exactly when your
grapes will mature... All the grapes on a particular vine might not ripen on the same day -- bunches that sit on
the shady side of the vine could take longer than those that get more sun.”--Hunker
The evidence is clear from the natural world as to why there are two harvests, for the first fruit harvest gets only
the first ripe fruits, whereas the second, or greater harvest, garners in all the remaining fruits in the field.

THURSDAY ↥

February 7

Salvation to Our God and the Lamb
Read Revelation 14:5 along with 2 Peter 3:14 and Jude 24, 25. Revelation describes God’s end-time people as
“without fault”. How is this state achievable?
The Song of Moses and the Lamb: At the first Exodus (Passover) from Egypt, Israel sang “the song of Moses”
(Ex. 14), but in the latter days, the lyrics will be expanded to include the victory of the Lamb, Jesus Christ. What
is this song?
“Section number three, entitled ‘Ceremonial Types’ is the section which, by the Tabernacle service in connection
with the Sanctuary, has given us symbols of unmistakable, priceless lessons. Though they originated many
centuries ago, their sweet melodies of salvation from the Father's love, onward through the avenue by the
human race, have reached our own time without the loss of a single sounding note. These divinely appointed
symbols were to reveal the Author of love to the human family in all ages.” V.T. Houteff, 1SR, p. 225.1
This passage is suggesting that the so-called “ceremonial laws” of Divine Statutes, Judgments and
Commandments, barring the sacrifices, constitute the “sweet melodies of salvation” for us today, upon whom
the ends of the world have come! This is why we are counseled, “Remember ye the law of Moses my servant,
which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.” (Mal. 4: 4).
The phrase “law of Moses” has been commonly understood by most Christians to mean “the Ceremonial Law,”
and this they claim, has been “nailed to the Cross,” but the Spirit of Prophecy through Malachi is teaching us to
not forget but “remember” this law, “before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.” (Mal. 4: 5).
This means that a working knowledge of God’s calendar is of fundamental importance and to it alone can we
look to understand the truths of the First and Second fruits, respectively. When we worship according to the
precepts of God’s holy Law, it is impossible for “guile” to be in our mouths, for we will dispense with Christmas,
Valentines, Easter, Halloween, all “the Beast’s” holidays, and stand immovable upon the Bible in observance of
the Creators Holy Days.
These 144,000 have surrendered their all to Christ and thus were enabled to “follow the Lamb whithersoever he
goeth.” (Rev. 14:4).

FRIDAY ↥

February 8

Further Study:
"The true people of God, who have the spirit of the work of the Lord and the salvation of souls at heart, will ever
view sin in its real, sinful character. They will always be on the side of faithful and plain dealing with sins which
easily beset the people of God. Especially in the closing work for the church, in the sealing time of the one
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hundred and forty-four thousand who are to stand without fault before the throne of God, will they feel most
deeply the wrongs of God's professed people." Vol. 3 Testimonies p. 266
"Here we see that the church--the Lord's sanctuary--was the first to feel the stroke of the wrath of God. The
ancient men, those to whom God had given great light and who had stood as guardians of the spiritual interests
of the people, had betrayed their trust. They had taken the position that we need not look for miracles and the
marked manifestation of God's power as in former days. Times have changed…
“These words strengthen their unbelief, and they say: The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil. He is
too merciful to visit His people in judgment. Thus "Peace and safety" is the cry from men who will never again
lift up their voice like a trumpet to show God's people their transgressions and the house of Jacob their sins.
These dumb dogs that would not bark are the ones who feel the just vengeance of an offended God. Men,
maidens, and little children all perish together." Testimonies, Vol. 5 p. 211.

A Second Fruit of Saints to be Saved after God’s Judgment in the Church:
Since the purification, or the sealing, came at the commencement of the "Loud Cry," as we have
already seen, the 144,000 are therefore the "first-fruits" -- the first to be sealed; whereas those
who are sealed after the purification of the church, are the second fruits, of whom John (after
having seen the 144,000 sealed) says: "After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude which no man
could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands." Rev. 7:9.
The fact therefore that there is an ingathering of two fruits, shows that the marking or sealing is in
two sections -- two periods -- and that there are Two Sealing Reports:
"And behold," says Ezekiel, "the man clothed with linen, which had the inkhorn by his side,
reported the matter [while on earth] saying, I have done as Thou hast commanded me." Ezek. 9:11.
Here is the first report, made at the completion of the sealing in the church -- the sealing of the
firstfruits, the 144,000.
"I saw," says the servant of the Lord, "...an angel with a writer's inkhorn by his side returned from
the earth, and reported to Jesus that his work was done, and the saints were numbered and
sealed." -- Early Writings, p. 279. Here is his second report, made at the completion of the sealing
in the world -- the sealing of the second fruits, the great multitude.
Comparing both reports, each is seen to be of a different event: At the first report, the Lord was on
"the threshold of the house" on earth (Ezek. 9:3); at the second, He was in the heavenly sanctuary.
After the angel had made his first report, the Lord commanded him: "Go in between the wheels,
even under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between the cherubims, and
scatter them over the city. And he went in my sight." Ezek. 10:2.
But following his second report, "...all the angelic host laid off their crowns as Jesus made the
solemn declaration, 'He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he which is filthy, let him be filthy
still; and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.' " -Early Writings, pp. 279, 280.
Were probation to close at the time of the first report (Ezek. 9:11), the Lord must, according to the
foregoing statement, be in heaven, then descend to earth to receive His saints, instead of being
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already on earth, then mounting up in His throne, as He actually does, without His saints (Ezek.
10:19).
Again: the prophet's being left behind when the Lord went up, figuratively shows that at this
particular descent and ascent, the saints are not to be taken to heaven, but only to be set free from
sin and sinners -- fitted for the final work.
At the angel's second report, however, Jesus being in heaven, "moved out of the most holy place"
(Early Writings, p. 280) to descend to earth.
This brief comparison brings into primary focus the twofold fact that at the time of the first report,
Jesus went into the temple, whereas at the time of the second report, He went out.
Beyond the angel's reporting the matter of the marking and slaying in the church Ezekiel was not
given to see. But Isaiah was. He saw The Escaped Ones Go To All Nations.
"For by fire and by His sword," declares the gospel prophet, "will the Lord plead with all flesh: and
the slain of the Lord shall be many.... And I will send those that escape of them unto the
nations,...to the isles afar off, that have not heard My fame, neither have seen My glory; and they
shall declare My glory among the Gentiles. And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering
unto the Lord out of all nations...to My holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord,...in a clean vessel
into the house of the Lord." Isa. 66:16, 19, 20.
Since "those that escape" the slaughter (the 144,000) shall "bring all your brethren [all those who
shall be saved in the time of the 'Loud Cry']...into the house of the Lord," then it follows that those
who escape are the ones who finish the work -- the reason they are called "the servants of God."
Rev. 7:3.
The message, moreover, finding them in the church, not in the world, they are therefore "virgins;"
that is, "not defiled with women" (Rev. 14:4) -- the churches of the world. And they are without
guile in their mouths, having kept their tongues from Criticizing And Faultfinding.2

Selected Readings from The Spirit of Prophecy
"The time of God's destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who have no opportunity to learn
what is truth; Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still stretched
out to save, while the door is closed to those who would not enter. Large numbers will be admitted who in
these last days hear the truth for the first time.” (Review and Herald July 5, 1906).
"But I speak not my own words when I say that God's Spirit will pass by those who have had their day of test
and opportunity, but who have not distinguished the voice of God or appreciated the movings of His Spirit.
Then thousands in the eleventh hour will see and acknowledge the truth." 2 Selected Messages p. 16
“The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved.” Jer. 8:20
"But the days of purification of the church are hastening on apace. God will have a people pure and true. In the
mighty sifting soon to take place we shall be better able to measure the strength of Israel. The signs reveal that
the time is near when the Lord will manifest that His fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly purge His floor."
Vol. 5 Testimonies p. 80
2

V.T. Houteff, Pre-"Eleventh Hour" Extra, pp. 20-22
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“The great issue so near at hand will weed out those whom God has not appointed and He will have a pure,
true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain. . .” {3 Selected Messages, p. 385.3}
“That God who reads the hearts of everyone, will bring to light hidden things of darkness where they are often
least suspected, that stumbling blocks which have hindered the progress of truth may be removed, and God
have a clean and holy people to declare His statutes and judgments.” {1T 332.3}
"Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of
Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in his people, then will He come to claim them as His own." (Christ's Object
Lessons, p. 69)
"The third angel's message is to lighten the earth with its glory; but only those who have withstood temptation in
the strength of the Mighty One will be permitted to act a part in proclaiming it when it shall have swelled into
the loud cry." (Review & Herald, Nov. 19, 1908. Italics added)
"If we ever enter the kingdom of God, we must enter with perfect characters, not having spot or wrinkle, or any
such thing”. – Messages to Young People, p. 105.
"Clad in the armor of Christ's righteousness, the church is to enter upon her final conflict, 'Fair as the moon,
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners' (Song of Solomon 6:10), she is to go forth into all the
world, conquering and to conquer." Prophets and Kings p. 725
"Those who come up to every point, and stand every test, and overcome, be the price what it may, have
heeded the counsel of the True Witness, and they will receive the latter rain, and thus be fitted for translation."
Vol. 1. Testimonies p. 187

Lesson 6 ends here.
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LESSON 7 The Seven Trumpets (*February 9-15)
Sabbath Afternoon: The Mystery of God Finished
Memory Text: “But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of
God should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets.” (Revelation 10:7, KJV).

The seven trumpets are as much a part of the Judicial Proceedings (Rev. 4 & 5), as are the seven seals. Lacking
this background, the Lesson has wrongly concluded that “The trumpets follow the death of Jesus as the Lamb
and run consecutively throughout history until the Second Coming,” thus they span the Christian era, the last
2,000 years of human history, to the total neglect that the seals and the trumpets were opened in the Judgment.
In the previous lessons, we demonstrated that the seals are God’s method of saving people throughout the
course of human history, and now with the trumpets, we will learn that they are God’s messages of warnings
and judgments upon the rejecters of His amazing grace.
Special Note on the 7 Trumpets from former BRI Chair: “A visionary cycle of Revelation that has proven to be
one of the most difficult to interpret is Revelation 8–11, the seven trumpets. The language and imagery are
complex; and its application to specific historical events has resulted in a variety of views. This interpretational
uncertainty could be confusing to church members and those interested in finding in this apocalyptic prophecy
one clear and final interpretation. At the present time such a final interpretation is not available. Perhaps the
question we should address is, What can be done to avoid transforming this diversity of opinions into an internal
theological struggle?”—Ministry Magazine, Jan. 2012, Angel Rodriguez.
This acknowledgment should cause each reader of the Sabbath School lesson to receive with great suspicion,
what is not being handed down in the Quarterly as “one clear and final interpretation!” The fact that the Lesson
leapt over the first five trumpets, and opened a full discussion in the middle of the sixth, provides clear evidence
as to our ignorance of the truths on these trumpets. In this commentary, we will demonstrate the weakness of
the existing “confusing” positions our Church has taken on this subject, that we may uncover the simple truth of
salvation that the trumpets portend.
That these seven trumpets span the course of human history, from the very beginning, is immediately seen from
the memory verse, above, for it declares that when the seventh trumpet begins to sound “the mystery of
God”—the “everlasting gospel,” will be finished! This means that probation will be closed with this
pronouncement. Further too, we should realize that this “mystery” was proclaimed by all “the prophets” of
God. The fact, also, that this “mystery of God” has a terminus, a “finishing” point, evidences that it also has a
“beginning,” hence the key of understanding is preserved in knowing what constitutes this “mystery.”
This “mystery” was preached when man first sinned, (Gen. 3: 15), and will end at the close of human probation
when sinners can no longer benefit from the efficacious blood of the Lamb of God—the woman’s seed.
Therefore, the trumpets run the entire gamut, from human apostasy in sin to their complete and final
redemption in the glorious kingdom of our God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. And for this reason, the Scriptures
declare: “In the days when the seventh angel is ready to blow his trumpet, the mystery of God will be
completed, as he had made this Good News known to his servants, the prophets.” Rev. 10: 7, GWT
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The phrase, “his servants, the prophets,” comprehends all the prophets, from Moses who wrote the Law, to
John who wrote the Revelation. This divine “mystery” is the science and song of our salvation, that YHWH is so
loving and gracious that he gives us a second chance to be perfect as He is perfect, (Matt. 5:48).
The seven trumpets open with an overlap of the seventh seal, demonstrating that the seals and the trumpets
overlap in their proclamations, and rather than writing them alternately as a seal followed by a trumpet, the
Spirit of Prophecy through John has so interwoven the last seal with the seven trumpets to communicate this
message. Further too, when we get to appreciate that the Judgment is still in session, it further strengthens the
truth that these seals and trumpets simultaneously cover the history of this earth under God’s salvation plan—
the period of the everlasting gospel.
Alert: It is most unfortunate that the lesson has attempted so vast a portion of Scripture in so short a time—
seven days! Worst of all though, is that the author leap-frogged, as it were, over the first five trumpets and
opened the lesson in the middle of the sixth! This emasculated approach can never lead those who are
searching through the Quarterly to the truth of these trumpets of salvation!

SUNDAY ↥

February 10

The Prayers of the Saints—The 7th Seal
Revelation 8 opens with the seventh seal and half-hour silence of judicial recession, during which time the
judgment in heaven ceased for a measure of time, after which it resumed again. Under Lesson 5 (Feb. 1), this
subject was dealt with extensively, and we now request that the reader reviews that lesson, clock on the
following link, The Seventh Seal, for the details. We will now focus the remainder of our time to understand
the seven trumpets.

MONDAY ↥

February 11

The Meaning and Scope of the Seven Trumpets
Trumpets have been used throughout the life of Israel to muster the people to action, be it worship, war, or
festivals and national celebrations; therefore, they serve as are beacons of alarm. These seven trumpets of
hope sound their warnings of coming dangers, judgments of God, upon the rejecters of His amazing grace.
•

“1 ¶ Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of
the land tremble: for the day of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh at hand;” Joel 2: 1

•

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the
house of Jacob their sins.” Isa. 58: 1

At the opening of the Judgment, John heard the voice “of a trumpet talking with” him, concerning the events of
the coming judgment (Rev. 4: 1), from which he wrote the truths of the seven seals and the seven trumpets.
“When the door was opened in the sanctuary above and the Judgment was begun, -- the event which was to be
‘hereafter’ from John's time, -- then all the historical developments connected with the trumpets and the seals
were unfolded one after another as each successive period came in review before the judgment tribunal. In
other words, when the door was opened in the sanctuary, the periods represented by the trumpets and the
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seals came into review before the One Who sat on the throne, and Who held in His right hand the book in which
were revealed the events of the trumpets and of the seals.” The Final Warning, VT Houteff, p. 33.
Quarterly’s Note: “The seven trumpets cover the course of events from John’s time until the conclusion of this
earth’s history.”
This statement is without biblical foundation, as we will presently see:
The interpretative Key: As with the seals, so too with the trumpets, we must identify the interpretative “key” of
knowledge, as well as the time period covered by these events. To this end, let’s look at the 5th Trumpet.
“1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the key
of the bottomless pit.” Rev. 9: 1.
The simple act of identifying the One who now has the “key” of the pit we can discover when it was “given” to
Him. Rev. 22: 1 shows that Satan’s arresting Officer—Jesus Christ, is the One “having the key of the bottomless
pit,” hence it was “given” to Him at an earlier time in His existence. With this “key” he opened the prison house
of sin and set the captives free (Isa. 61: 1-3, Luke 4: 16-18). Clearly, Christ used the Gospel key, to set at liberty
them that are bound, and to proclaim the day of God’s salvation! Since the 5th trumpet now brings us to the
opening of the Christian dispensation, the first advent of Christ, and since too, that they are generally
sequential, it is clear that the first four trumpets sounded during the Old Testament period, and the last three—
“woe” trumpets—cover the New Testament era. Together then, the seven trumpets span the history of the
world, beginning with those who first lived upon the earth, and closing with the coming of the Son of Man in
power and great glory.
The Purpose of The Trumpets: is to reveal the “mystery of God.” The “mystery of God” is the Love of God as
revealed in the person of His Son, when He came to become our sacrifice. This “mystery” of the gospel of
salvation has been so gripping that even “the angels desire to look into” it, (1 Pet. 1: 12). Paul called it “the
mystery of godliness,” (1 Tim. 3: 16), in which “God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.” This “mystery” has been
delivered unto us, Seventh-day Adventists, under the auspices of the Three Angel’s Messages, summarized as
“the everlasting gospel,” (Rev. 14:6), to be preached “unto them that dwell on the earth.”

TUESDAY ↥

February 12

The First Trumpet
“The first angel sounded, and there followed hail and fire mingled with blood, and they were cast upon the
earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, and all green grass was burnt up.” (Rev. 8: 7).
Seven symbols appear in this trumpet: Hail, Fire, Blood, Third Part, Burnt up, Green grass, and Trees. The fact
that the hail, fire, and blood, were “cast upon the earth,” they signify that these symbolic items originated
outside of the earth, and are thus of heavenly origin.
1. Hail: In Isa. 28: 2, 19 we learn of the “tempest of hail and a destroying storm, as a flood of mighty
waters overflowing.” This provides clear evidence that the “hail” symbolized God’s destructive
judgments by “a flood” of waters upon the earth!
2. Fire: This extra-terrestrial “fire” is a symbol of God’s Holy Spirit descending as on the day of Pentecost,
(Acts 2: 1-4), when it came down as “cloven tongues.” The fire also represents the Divine presence of
YHWH, as in Ex. 19: 18, when He came upon Mount Sinai “in fire.” Further too, “Is not my word like as a
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fire? saith the LORD,” (Jer. 23: 29). In the light of these Scripture passages, the casting of fire upon the
earth is seen to be symbolical of the descending of the Holy Ghost with the words of Truth, in which are
the Father and the Son, even as the Father is in the Son (John 14:9).
3. Blood: This extra-terrestrial “blood” is a representation of the life of God, eternal life, as manifested in
His Son, Jesus Christ. His blood “cleanses us from all sin,” (1 John 1: 7), it gives “life,” (John 6: 53), as
“the life of the flesh is in the blood,” (Lev. 17: 11), and it is heaven’s agency for the “remission” of sins,
(Heb. 9: 22).
4. The Trees: Trees are used to represent leaders (Dan. 4: 20-22; Judges 9: 8-15), and “the righteous,” (Ps.
1: 3), and at times people in general.
5. The “Grass”: Grass, on the other hand, being much smaller than trees, when combined with them in the
same illustration, show the common people, in contrast to their leaders and rulers, thus, “All flesh is
grass… surely the people is grass.” Isa. 40:6, 7.
6. Burnt Up: The symbol is indented to represent destruction of life, and not the saving thereof, hence the
inspired symbol used is of burning something up. The Bible could not use the literal expression
“drowned” for then it would mean immersed in water—eternal life! Respecting the symbolical nature
of the Scriptures, and the context in which the symbol live, must also govern our understanding when
competing symbols are brought to bear in a given prophecy.
7. The Third Part; Not Always a Mathematical ⅓: Under the trumpets, this fraction is repeatedly used,
and is indicative of the wicked or the righteous without regard to numerical quantity. Of the wicked
angels who rebelled against the throne of God, we see “the third part” (Rev. 12:4, 9), and of the
righteous who are to be refined, is “the third part through the fire,” (Zech. 13: 9).
Summary message of the 1st Trumpet: The first trumpet presents the anointed preaching of the Gospel (fire) by
Noah, promising eternal life (blood) to its recipients, all who entered the ark, and the wrath of God in his
destruction by a flood (hail). In the pouring out of His judgments upon the antediluvians, all air-breathing (Gen
7:22) creatures were killed—the green grass burnt up. Thus, to the first inhabitants of earth, the everlasting
gospel was preached, first by Adam (Gen. 3: 15), and culminated with Noah (Gen 7: 1).

The Second Trumpet
“8 And the second angel sounded, and as it were a great mountain burning with fire was cast into the sea: and
the third part of the sea became blood; 9 And the third part of the creatures which were in the sea, and had life,
died; and the third part of the ships were destroyed.” Rev. 8: 8, 9.
As in the first trumpet, the second trumpet also has seven unique symbols to be decoded by the Scriptures:
Mountain, Fire, Blood, Sea, Ships, Third part, and creatures which “Had life died.”
1. Mountain: In prophecy mountains are principally symbolical of a Church government or movement (Isa.
2: 2, 3; Isa. 56: 7; Zech. 8: 2), and to a much lesser extent, civil governments (Jer. 51: 25). In either case,
the context and function of the mountain will determine if it is a civil or religious entity. Under this
trumpet the “mountain” was burning with fire, and as we have seen in the first trumpet, fire being
symbolic of the Holy Spirit, and the mountain symbolical of a church movement, then it becomes
evident that we are seeing a Holy Spirit led and directed body of believers being immersed among the
nations and peoples of earth.
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2. Fire= Holy Spirit’s presence and the preaching of the gospel in power, as already discovered under the
First Trumpet.
3. Blood=mortal and immortal life, as disclosed under the First Trumpet.
4. Sea= large masses of peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues (Rev. 17: 15; Ps. 98: 7, 8).
5. Ships =transportation agencies for human cargo, and are representative of religious systems and
churches—agencies promising salvation. This is true of Paul’s beckoning the people of Rome, “Except
these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved,” (Acts 27: 31). Noah’s ark was a ship, and it was meant for
the preserving of life. God likens His church to the ship, and we sing songs of the ship of Zion. Further
too, Inspiration likens the heathen religions as ships as well, “But there the glorious LORD will be unto us
a place of broad rivers and streams; wherein shall go no galley [naval fleet of ships] with oars, neither
shall gallant ship [great, famous and majestic ships] pass thereby.” Isa. 33: 21.
6. Third part =wicked or righteous without respect to number, as previously discussed under the First
Trumpet.
7. “Had life, died”=this “life” is the promise of “everlasting life”: Only those with life can die, hence the
requirement is emblematic of those who were candidates for eternal life, yet lost out, on account of
their rejection of so great a salvation.
Summary message of the 2nd Trumpet: The gospel in the Second trumpet is clear, God’s Church (Israel after the
flesh) was immersed in a multitude of great nations (mountain cast into the sea) for the salvation of men
(turning to blood), by accepting the efficacious blood of Christ, as illustrated in the Levitical system and rejecting
the religions of the nations (ships) that could not give salvation to the voyagers therein, so that all who look to
Messiah might live. All, like Ruth, the Moabitess, Rahab, the harlot of Jericho, and Naaman the Syrian leper,
who looked to Christ found salvation (life, blood), and were saved. Those, however, who did not prize so great a
salvation, were destroyed (Deut. 12: 1-4), as illustrated by the third part of the sea creatures who “had life,” yet
died. How could a creature that had not life live or die? Not possible in the natural, which reinforces the truth
of the interpretation, that the “life” being discussed is not mortal life but immortal life. Hence, those who had
access to salvation through the blood of the Lamb, as proffered through the Church in the wilderness, turned
back and lost their place in God’s kingdom.

WEDNESDAY ↥

February 13

The Third Trumpet
“10 And the third angel sounded, and there fell a great star from heaven, burning as it were a lamp, and it fell
upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the fountains of waters; 11 And the name of the star is called
Wormwood: and the third part of the waters became wormwood; and many men died of the waters, because
they were made bitter.” Rev. 8: 10, 11.
In both the third and the fifth trumpets there are stars that fell from heaven. We must guard against the
temptation of considering these “fallen” stars but see them, instead, as heavenly luminaries that came down
(descended) from heaven to earth.
As in the previous two trumpets, similarly, in the third, there are seven unique identifiers, namely: a burning
Star, A Lamp, a Third part, Rivers, Fountains of waters, Wormwood, Waters, and Bitter waters.
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1. Burning Star: The flame of this star, as we have previously discussed, in emblematic of the power and
presence of God’s Holy Spirit.
2. A Lamp: A lamp is symbolic of the Word of God, “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path.” Ps. 119: 105. The burning star, therefore, represents the anointed word of God “sent down from
heaven” (1 Pet. 1: 12), to bless the heirs of salvation on earth. We are familiar with the ten virgins
(Matt. 25: 1-12), how they each had a lamp to brighten their paths. The “lamp” is the word of God,
(Prov. 6:23), and the oil is the anointed truths of the Bible as revealed by the Holy Spirit of Prophecy.
3. Third part: We have already discussed this quantity, and will see it throughout these trumpets as
representative of the righteous or the wicked without respect to a fixed numerical value.
4. Rivers: These are bodies of water which eventually empty into lakes, seas, or oceans, and prophetically
are symbolic of peoples and nations (Isa. 8: 7; Isa. 17: 13; Isa. 57: 20), as previously stated.
5. Fountains of waters: Like rivers, fountains are the head flows of rivers and streams, and like rivers are
symbolic of people. Being the head, then the fountains are a symbolic representation of “the fountain
of Jacob,” (Deut. 33: 28; Ps. 68:26), who were declared by God to be “the head” (Deut. 28:44), and not
the tail—the “fountain” and not “the river.”
6. Wormwood: This is a “bitter” herb (Pr. 5: 4; Lam. 3: 15), that is cathartic—a purgative agent, and is
efficacious for removing sludge and parasites from the digestive system. This herb is illustrative of the
power of God’s word, it cleanses, it heals, it purges, and restores, but to those who refuse its purifying
effect, they will become “bitter” and not “better,” and turn away from so great a salvation. The story of
the rich young ruler comes to mind, as he became “bitter” when asked to part with his wealth and
follow Jesus, yet we can also think of Nicodemus (John 19:39), who parted with his wealth and obtained
the riches of salvation in Jesus Christ! Hence, the Word of God will either make us “bitter” or it will
make us “better!”
7. Bitter waters: The gospel can either save or destroy sinners, there is no middle ground: we will either
surrender to the curbing of our carnal nature in obedience to the Law of God, or we rebel to the
satisfying of the law of sin and death—being at “enmity” (Rom. 8: 5-8) with God. Like wormwood,
Hyssop is proverbial for its “cleansing” properties (Ps. 51:7). On account of their apostasy, God
upbraided Israel as “Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off righteousness in the earth.”
Judgments of YHWH being “truth” (Ps. 19: 9) and righteousness, it is clear that those who turn Judgment
to wormwood are in reality turning the truth of God into a lie, by giving heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines of devils! Those individuals who become “bitter” are the unsaved, those who chafe at doing
the will of God, they chafe at the need to be sanctified—live a whole lifetime in obedience to God’s
statutes, judgments, and commandments.
Summary message of the 3rd Trumpet: From what has been said above, we can see the gospel of salvation in
the third trumpet, for the word of God (burning star), fell upon two classes of people (rivers and fountains), and
whereas it fell only on a third of the rivers it fell upon all the fountains. This demonstrates that the Word of God
fell in the hands of two classes of peoples, the Hebrews, and the non-Hebrews (Gentiles), and this is why the
“wise men from the east” (Matt. 2: 1) were able to read of the prophecies of Messiah’s birth, and came to
Jerusalem to “worship” (v. 2) the new-born King. Said Isaiah, “The people that walked in darkness have seen a
great light [lamp, or star]: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.”
Isa. 9: 2, [added]. So, this Holy Covenant—the Torah, fell upon Israel, “to whom pertaineth the adoption, and
the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises,” (Rom. 9: 4),
and from them it streamed to the rest of the world. Did the almighty bequeath His Word only to Israel? NO, the
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Gentiles too, had access to His word, such that the people who dwelt in darkness also saw the great light (lamp)
burning with heavenly intensity. Those who “died” are the ones rejected the transforming Word of God, and
were thus made “bitter,” and those who lived were made “better” unto the saving of their souls.

The Fourth Trumpet
“12 And the fourth angel sounded, and the third part of the sun was smitten, and the third part of the moon,
and the third part of the stars; so as the third part of them was darkened, and the day shone not for a third part
of it, and the night likewise. 13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying with
a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the
three angels, which are yet to sound!” Rev. 8: 12, 13.
Under the fourth trumpet, the entire solar system was under attack, and each member of the starry heavens
was outed for a third part, and as with the previous three, this fourth Trumpet also has seven unique identifiers:
the Sun, Moon, Stars, Day, Night, Third Part, and Three Woes. Since the Sun, Moon, and Stars are an integral
part of the “solar system”—which support the existence of life on earth, we must understand these symbols to
be of a life-sustaining nature. When we say life here, we are not speaking merely of mortal life, but immortal
life. This symbolic solar system is the sustainer of immortal life on earth.
1. Sun: The sun is the powerhouse of our solar system, as it provides all the life-giving energy to sustain life
on earth. Let’s first understand the physical importance of the planetary system to appreciate their
symbolic, prophetic interpretations: “Our sun gives us light, heat and energy. It may seem that energy
comes from other sources such as gasoline and electricity but the ultimate source of energy for the
Earth is nothing else but the sun. Without the sun life on Earth would not exist. It would be so cold that
no living thing would be able to survive and our planet would be completely frozen.”—www.NASA.gov
Having affected the sun, moon, and stars, symbolizing the entire solar system, upon which life depends
for its existence, the action disclosed under this trumpet show that these heavenly objects represent
something without which all earthly life would cease to exist. Unmistakably, therefore, they depict the
church of God — the light and life of the world. This brings into focus two important truths: (a) that only
for the sake of the church does the world today stand, and (b) that without the Church’s light and
vitalizing energy, life upon earth would become extinct as quickly as it would if the physical sun were to
withdraw its light from gracing our planet. Said Jesus, “Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have
lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to
be trodden under foot of men.” Matt 5:13; see also Matt. 5: 14. “For the commandment is a lamp; and
the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:” Prov. 6:23.
2. Moon: The moon receives its light from the sun, and merely reflects to earth, and is a fitting symbol of
the reflected word of God through the ceremonial worship services of Israel, thus they were required to
“Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.” (Ps. 81: 3).
3. Stars: These are symbolical of the leaders among God’s people. This is evident from the little horn’s
destructive work against the Church of God, as “it cast down some of the host and of the stars to the
ground, and stamped upon them.” (Dan. 8: 10). The “stars” are also seen in the 12-starred crown of the
woman (Church) who gave birth to the Messiah (Rev. 12:1), symbolic of the 12 tribes of Israel, the 12
apostles, and the 12 tribes that make up the 144,000 (Rev. 7: 5-8). To this truth, Joseph was given a
dream of the solar system bowing down to worship him, and Jacob interpreted it accordingly, “Shall I
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[Sun, Jacob] and your mother [moon] and your brothers [stars] indeed come to bow ourselves to the
ground before you?” (Gen. 37: 10); [added].
Together then, the solar system is a symbol of the Church of God, which Jacob’s household was, at that
time, thus showing Father Israel as the sun with his wife3 being the moon, both making up the ministry
or leadership of that family church, while Jacob’s brothers symbolize the laity or the church
membership. To this, the Spirit of Truth in our days declare, “Clad in the armor of Christ's righteousness,
the church is to enter upon her final conflict. ‘Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army
with banners’ (Song of Solomon 6:10), she is to go forth into all the world, conquering and to conquer.”
{PK 725.1}
4. Day: the measure of time over which the sun rules, (Gen. 1: 14-18) hence
5. Night: The measure of time over which the moon and stars rule, (Gen. 1: 14-18).
6. Third Part: The righteous or wicked without regard to specific numeric values.
7. Three Woes: Woes are periods of distress and trouble that are facing the Church of God. The first of
these woes, was declared when the Dragon saw that he lost the battle at Calvary, “Woe to the
inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because
he knoweth that he hath but a short time.” (Rev. 12; 12).
Summary message of the 4th Trumpet: Since the solar system herein impacted, is a symbol of the Church in the
Old Testament, then there must be three divisions to that band of believers, a third of which they were not
shining as a light to the world, but were instead in abject darkness! Throughout the history of Israel there are
three such periods: (1) from the Exodus from Egypt to the possession of the Promised Land, (2) From their
possession of the Promised land to Israel’s eventual dispersal into Assyria and Judah’s captivity into Babylon,
then, (3) their (Judah’s4) return from Babylonian captivity to the first Advent of Christ. These are the three
broad periods of Israel’s history, and during one of these times, their worship system was smitten, such that it
shone not for a third part.
“From the interpretation of these solar symbols (‘sun,’ ‘moon,’ and ‘stars’), not to be gainsaid, the fourth
trumpet is seen to reveal the punishment which came upon the Jewish nation in the period of the kings. For it
was in these days that the temple, its service, and its people were ‘smitten’; that is, the nation (stars) was taken
into Babylonian captivity, the temple (moon) destroyed, and the service (sun) abolished for a period of time.
Thus resulted spiritual darkness in the earth, as is depicted by the ‘darkness’ of the ‘third part’ of the ‘day’ and
of the ‘night.’ … So, because the religious services, the temple building, and the nation were smitten, the light
which once shone through them was extinguished for more than seventy years, until the temple was rebuilt and
the sacrificial services reestablished. Manifestly, therefore, the ‘day’ (that portion of the earth where the light of
the sun directly shines) stands for the ‘promised land’ and the ‘night’ (that portion of the earth where the light
of the sun is reflected by the moon and the stars) stands for the heathen lands.” VT Houteff, The Final Warning,
p. 53, 54.
In the expression, “the three angels, which are yet to sound,” is evidence that the trumpets are consecutive, and
the last three sound after, the fourth, sometime in the future from the 4th. Since the fourth trumpet has
3

This is not a discussion about women’s ordination, and any who chose to make such, must also agree that since the
membership was Jacob’s 12 sons, then it would mean that the church ought only be comprised of “men.” Absurd!
4
The 10-Tribes who went to Assyria, have never returned to the holy land, and have lost their national identity as a people,
but are still known to the great Genealogist of the ages, this is why he was able to number all 12 tribes in Rev. 7: 3-5!
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brought us to the first Advent of Christ, as already noted above, then the remaining three “woe” trumpets span
the entire Christian dispensation, the last 2,000 years of human history, under the “wrath of the dragon.”

THURSDAY ↥

February 14

The Fifth Trumpet
The fifth trumpet spans Rev. 9: 1-12, please read it and note all the symbols brought forth in these verses.
As the Bible alone was sufficient to survey the first four trumpets with pin-pointed accuracy, we shall use the
same searchlight of truth to investigate the “woe” trumpets and decipher their present-truth messages. We
began this subject by noting that the 5th trumpet opens with the star that fell from heaven and was “given” the
key of the bottomless pit, whom we have identified to be Jesus Christ alone, and will build on that knowledge
here. It is significant that there are several additional symbols introduced under this trumpet, and the volume of
information exponentially increased. This is in the nature of prophecy, as the items which concern us more
directly get additional details, whereas those events of the past are scantly reviewed.
There are at least 18 unique identifiers in this trumpet, all of which when combined tell the truth of the message
contained in this blast.
1. The Star: This star is also called a “King” and “the angel of the bottomless pit”—the one who was
“given” the key of the pit. Since, as we have already disclosed, Christ is the only one who has that key,
and as He used it to imprison Satan at the commencement of the millennium, it is impossible that it was
wrested from His grip. Christ has also identified Himself as “the bright and morning star” (Rev. 22: 16),
and promises it to His overcomers (Rev. 2: 28). In the prophecies, Christ is called the septre-wielding
“star out of Jacob” (Num. 24:17), the coming King of the kingdom of glory. (v. 19). Under the third
trumpet we saw a star, then known as the Written Word of God, and under the fifth trumpet, there is
another star—the Living Word of God, for “he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name
is called The Word of God.” Rev. 19: 13.
2. Key of the Bottomless pit: We have previously discussed that the “key” of knowledge, and thus the key
of understanding this prophecy is in the “key” itself, no pun intended! This “key” is the gospel of
salvation—the good tidings of great joy, that Michael has prevailed to open the book, and to loose the
seven seals (Rev 5: 7), and unlock the seven trumpets as well. This key—the gospel, can either save or
condemn sinners, and as such Christ alone has “the keys of hell and of death,”—the bottomless pit,
(Rev. 1: 18).
3. Smoke from the pit: An integral part of the sanctuary service was the smoke of acceptance, (Rev. 8: 4;
Ps. 141:2; Rev. 15: 8) when the sacrifice or prayers of the High Priest and Israel were offered up, and the
atonement was completed.
4. Sun and air darkened: When Christ hung on the cross, the earth became a gigantic altar, and He the
sacrifice, and as such the father expressed His acceptance of the Sacrifice, by casting darkness over the
earth for three hours: “and there was a darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour. And the sun was
darkened.” Luke 23:44, 45. “The smoke of a furnace” (Ex. 19: 18) is a figure of the Father’s presence,
“To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.” (2 Cor. 5: 21).
5. Locusts: That these locusts are not literal is seen from the fact that “they have a king over them,”
whereas the Bible declares, “The locusts have no king,” (Prov. 30: 27). The unique identifier among
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these creatures is that they have as their Commander, Ally, and King, “the angel of the bottomless pit”—
Jesus Christ. Hence, these fabulous locusts are symbols of the Christians under the 5th trumpet. Locusts
are swarming creatures that cannot be stopped through fear tactics. Tertullian, an early Christian writer
said: “We multiply whenever we are mown down by you; the blood of Christians is seed.” {GC 41.3}
6. The seal of God: Further too, these locusts are discerning enough to know those who have and have not
the seal of God, hence they are Holy Spirit directed, for we are told that “it is not any seal or mark that
can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually.” {FLB 287.7}. Therefore,
“the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his.” (2 Tim. 2:
19).
Since the Lord knows His own, and the Locusts know them too, it is clear that they can read or at least
are in tune with, the Mind of the Spirit of God. Further, too, since Satan does not fight against his own
kingdom (Matt. 12: 25), it is evident that these locusts are symbolical of righteous beings, given their
close attachment to Christ—the one who released them from their prison house of captivity to sin, and
their “tormenting” effects upon those who obey not the Gospel of Christ—those who are not sealed.
The gospel is a source of constant torment to the unconsecrated mind for the carnal nature is at
“enmity” to the law of God.
7. Five months: Some have mistakenly interpreted this time as 150 years, allowing 30-days to a month,
and ended up with strange dates that have no resemblance to the truths of the trumpets. While there
are times when this type of computation is relevant, as in the 1260 years, the “five months” herein are
applicable to, and extends over the period of time when “death shall flee from” those who seek it (Rev.
9: 6); and since we are still subject to the “death and the grave” it is clear that we are still living under
these “five months.” Since the 144,000 are a special company of “sealed” “servants of God” (Rev. 7:4),
and they are also identified as “the first fruits unto God” (Rev. 14: 4), a term that harkens back to the
ceremonial harvest in Israel, to the law of harvest we must turn to decode this meaning.
In Matt. 13: 24-30, the harvest of souls is brought forth, and in this Parable Christ illustrates important
truths in the agricultural process, that from the sowing of the seed to the harvest time is the expanse of
a whole year, stretching from the planting season in the autumn to the close of “time of harvest,” (v.
30), the next autumn. Since the period from Christ’s first Advent to the close of human probation is the
period of the Gospel’s sowing to harvesting, twelve parabolic months, and “the Son of Man” (Matt. 13:
37), being the One who “soweth the Word,” (Mark. 4:14), then the seed sowing season stretched from
His baptism to His death on the Cross, and the “wheat” growing, ripening, and harvest time, is from the
Cross to the commencement of the seven last plagues—the general close of human probation. Clearly
then, the missing “seven months” out of this 12-month agricultural cycle covered the time of Christ’s
ministry to His death, leaving the “five months” to extend from His death on the Cross God’s Judgment
upon the living, which begins in the church and ends in the world, (1 Pet. 4: 17-18).
8. Death-defying men: “And in those days [the five symbolical months] shall men seek death, and shall not
find it.” Rev. 9: 6. These “men” are the same ones identified as the “locusts,” and their actively seeking
death ought not to be confused with the wicked who sought to hide (not killed) from the iridescent
brightness of Christ’s glory and from the wrath of the Lamb (Rev. 6: 14-17). Their appealing to the rocks
and the mountains to “fall” upon, and “hide” them from the face of the Lamb, was not to be kill them,
but simply to “hide” them, for this was their prayer! They did not say “fall on us, and kill us,” but instead
“fall on us and hide us,” from Him who is Holy and true! Their guilt magnified their shame, and they
sought to be hidden from holy Lamb of God, who now appears in wrath as their judge and executioner.
What a solemn and sorrowful day that will be! The long history of the guilt and shame caused by sin,
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stretches from the garden of Eden to the Second Coming of Christ. There were no mountains with
ragged rocks and caverns for them to take cover, and they made the best with what they had, “Adam
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.”
(Gen. 3: 8). The hide and seek will be over at the Second Coming of Christ!
The locusts’ death-defying living will be most vivid under the mark of the beast (MOB) for then there will
be a death decree, “that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed,” (Rev.
13: 15), and since YHWH’s true worshippers will never bow to this Devil-inspired “worship,” then like the
Hebrew worthies in Babylon, the fires of death will be kindled against them, but death shall flee from
them—they will be protected by “the seal of God,” and of them the Bible confidently declares, “when
they fall upon the sword, they shall not be wounded.” Joel 2: 8. Hence, by defying the beast’s deathdecree God’s true worshippers will be actively “seeking death,” but as they are the “sealed” ones, they
shall not find it, and “death shall flee from them.”
“Though God’s people today shall go through a ‘time of trouble such as never was’ (Dan. 12:1), when
earthly tribunals shall cause to come to pass ‘that as many as would not worship the image of the beast
should be killed’ (Rev. 13:15), yet the Word declares: ‘…at that time thy people shall be delivered, every
one that shall be found written in the book.’ Dan. 12:1. O what a promise and what assurance! Who can
comprehend God’s mighty power, and the glory of this long awaited deliverance? Those who at all do,
and who fully trust in the Lord will, for the good of His people, ‘go forth therefore unto Him without the
camp, bearing His reproach.’ Heb. 13:13.”—V.T. Houteff, The Final Warning, p. 77.
9. Battle Horses: Battle horses are armored for warfare in their “bragandines” (Jer. 46: 4), and so are
Christians urged to put on “the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day.”
(Eph. 6: 11-17; Zech. 10: 3). Battle horses are fearless before the foe (Job. 39: 19-25), as they take their
riders “conquering and to conquer,” for their “safety is of the LORD.” (Pr. 21: 31).
10. Crowns of gold: This description harkens back to the vestments of the 24 elders in the judgment
procession, “and they had on their heads crowns of gold,” (Rev. 4:4), illustrating that they were
redeemed by the blood of the Lamb, and shall obtain “a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give… unto all them also that love his appearing.” 1 Tim. 2:8.
11. Faces of men: Men are naturally gifted with facial hair—their beards, and nothing more easily
distinguishes a man from a woman, when seen from a distance, than their faces. So while the locusts
have human faces symbolizing intelligence, it is especially remarkable that they are masculine, because
it shows their warrior cut and battle-ready features, (Joel 2: 6-7), whereas the face of a woman does not
naturally characterize that of a warrior soldier! Though she can fight when brought to the test, women
are not naturally equipped for fighting and warfare, and so the Bible nowhere describes “women of
war” but instead “men of war”—fierce and fearless—men of valor and courage, men who will stand for
principle and die for a cause! (See EG. White, Education, p. 57).
12. Hair of women: The Bible teaches that a woman’s hair is her glory, (1 Cor 11: 15), as it enhances her
beauty, and being symbolical of the church (Jer. 6: 2), their feminine hair illustrates that they are the
“glory” of the church, (2 Thess. 1:4).
13. Teeth of lions: Without his teeth and brute strength, the lion would be not as fearsome, and even a
dead lion gives reason for pause, as opposed to a dead dog! The lion’s weapons therefore are his teeth,
making him the indomitable “king of the jungle.” Hence, the locust’s lion-like teeth, symbolize “the
weapons of our warfare” which are “mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds; Casting
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down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing
into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Cor. 10: 4-5).
14. Breastplates of iron: For the Christian in “battle array” the “breastplate” represents “righteousness”
(Isa. 59: 17; Eph. 6: 14, 16), as well as “faith and love,” (1 Tehss. 5: 8)—the Christian’s only defense.
Christ said, “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.” (Joh
13:35). Love, therefore, is the Christian’s weapon of choice, his first line of defense, and his badge of
honor. Every overcomer will have earned this badge!
15. Chariots & Battle horses: As battle horses are prepared, trained, and armored for the conflict, so are
Christians arrayed for theirs (Eph. 6:10-13), complete with “the shield of [God’s] salvation” (Ps. 18: 35).
Just as fearless as battle horses, Job. 39:19-25, so are God’s faithful witnesses, “they loved not their lives
unto the death.” (Rev. 12: 11).
16. Sting-laden tails like unto scorpions: As the tail of an animal follows behind it, and when people drive
close to another vehicle, following closely, it is called tail-gating! These sting-laden tails, are the
followers of Christ who accept so great a salvation, as preached in the promises of the everlasting
gospel, for they too, become agents of “torment” so to speak, as they swell the ranks of the believers,
declaring the “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Cor. 4: 6),
being known as “These that have turned the world upside down,” (Acts 17: 6), and the priests lamented,
“behold, the world is gone after him.” (John 12:19; John 11:48). Now that’s a real body of tormenters,
wouldn’t you say!
17. A king over them: Since the natural locusts do not have a king over them (Prov. 30: 27), and these
locusts do, and since we’ve also discovered that the locusts are symbolical of God’s true worshippers—
the Christians, then it goes without saying that the King of Christians (Rev. 19: 15-18) is the Son of God,
Jesus Christ. We should guard against the erroneous temptation of seeing this King as “the angel IN the
bottomless pit,” rather than the angel OF the pit, for this has been a trap for many Adventist expositors
before!
18. Abaddon & Apollyon: This King “whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek
tongue hath his name Apollyon,” (Rev. 9: 11), is Jesus Christ, and not the Greek gods who also bore
these titles. The Bible was written in two principal Testaments, each in two principal languages, the
Hebrew and the Greek. In the OT Christ, Himself being God, was a destroyer, (Ex. 12: 23; 1 Cor. 10: 10),
in that he slew (destroyed) many of His enemies, but that did not stop the battle from being waged on.
In the NT, on the other hand, he will not only destroy, but exterminate sin and sinners, for we are told
that “He will make an utter end: affliction shall not rise up the second time.” (Nah 1: 9).
“To those, therefore, who accept Christ as their King, He is a Saviour, while to those who refuse to have
Him rule over them (Luke 19:14), He is a destroyer. Hence, accordingly, the curses, or judgments, fall (as
the trumpets reveal) upon those who reject the teachings and the authority of the Bible, and who as a
result do not have the seal.” VT Houteff, Final Warning, p. 72.
One Woe is Past: The 5th is the first of the 3 “woe” trumpets, and brings us up from the birth of Christ to the
time of the sealing of the 144,000 saints. We are today living during the period of the 5th Trumpet. Under the
time of the 6th Trumpet, the Kingdom of Christ will be ushered in, as the stone cut from the mountain (Dan. 2:
45), and finally under the 7th Trumpet, it will have embraced the whole world. The second woe will be
pronounced upon the great multitude who will be saved under the oppression of the MOB system (Rev. 13: 1118), and the third woe will be realized under the seven last plagues (Rev. 16).
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The Sixth Trumpet
The longest of the seven trumpets, this sixth trump extends from Rev 9: 13 thru Rev. 11: 14. As with the sixth
seal overlapping in time with the seventh, similarly, we will discover with the sixth and seventh trumpets, and
plagues, respectively. We have also observed that as we get closer to the end of time, a lot more information is
given to the present generation than that given before. In this trumpet there are at least 46 distinct areas of
interest to decode, in order to rightly appreciate the truths of this trumpet.
1. the four horns of the golden altar: As
much as there was a sanctuary on earth,
there is also a sanctuary in heaven (Heb. 8:
1-5), and the earthly was a replica, or a
shadow, of the great original in heaven.
Therefore, an accurate knowledge of the
layout and “shadow” services in the earthly
is prerequisite in laying the foundation for
correctly understanding the realities in
heavenly.
These “four horns” of the altar gives
evidence that we are dealing with the first compartment of the Sanctuary, (Ezek. 40: 3-5, 20-26, hence it
is an event occurring before the opening of the inner vail to the Most Holy Place, before the
Investigative judgment in 1844! The golden altar being the location from whence ascends the prayers of
the saints (Rev. 8: 4), indicates that it is probationary time.
2. The great river Euphrates: The city of ancient Babylon was built on the banks of the Great River
Euphrates, and the country extends its name to this River, as does the Nile is to Egypt.
“Herodotus explains that to accomplish this feat5, the Persians diverted the Euphrates river into a canal
… which allowed the invading forces to march directly through the river bed to enter at night. On
October 29, Cyrus himself entered the city of Babylon and arrested Nabonidus."—New World
Encyclopedia, Cyrus The Great Thus, the symbolical name for the river Euphrates is Babylon, which
demands the existence of a modern Babylon in the Christian era, (Rev. 14: 8; 17: 1-5). Further, in order
for there to be a modern Babylon, there must necessarily be a repetition today of the conditions and
events characterizing ancient Babylon in its connection with Israel (OT Church). Consequently, their
captivity in Babylon, the type (Jer. 29:10), must find its parallel in modern Babylon, the antitype.
Judah’s captivity into ancient Babylon for 70 years, is typified by the Christian Church’s captivity into
modern Babylon—Roman Catholicism—for 1260 years. As anciently the Jews heaped unto themselves
the false worship of Babylon and brought it back to Jerusalem, similarly the Christian church emerging
from Roman Catholicism has brought over many of her teachings, even today pawning them off as the
gospel truth! Teachings such as Sunday sacredness, the immortality of the soul, the worship of saints,
Christmas, Valentines, Easter, etc., and the utter rejection of God’s Holy Days, (Lev. 23), are all a
compact of Catholic dogma which continues to plague Protestant Christianity even till today!

5

Conquering the kingdom of Babylon
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3. Loose the four angels: For these angels to be “loosed” is indicative that they were bound or restricted,
and since “angels” are “ministering spirits” (Heb. 1:14; Ps 103:20-21), and are prophetically symbolic of
church leaders (Rev. 1:20), except when they are announcing a message (Rev. 14: 6-9), then these “four
angels” are symbolical of the ministry of the Church during the dark ages, when she was bound in
antitypical Babylon (Euphrates), preparing to announce a four-fold message concerning events that
were to transpire at an hour, a month, a day, and a year. The binding of these divine agencies, is
indicative of the enemy’s (Satan’s) effort in seeking to frustrate, hinder, and otherwise thwart the
proclamation of the everlasting Gospel on earth. Whenever and wherever the truth of Christ is being
proclaimed, Satan stands by to resist it. See Dan. 10: 12-13; 20-21; Eph. 6: 11-13; 1 Thess 2: 17-18;
Zech. 3: 1-2; Matt. 16: 22-23.
From the passage it is clear that when the “voice” spoke, the church (the 4 angels) was already in
captivity (bound) and was to be loosed (released) to do its appointed work—teaching the truths of
salvation to a lost and dying world. Therefore, the loosing of these four angels, portends the freedom
granted the church to proclaim the everlasting Gospel after 1798, because the shackles of darkness
which were restricting them was now broken, and that “that which is noted in the scripture of truth,”
(Dan. 10: 21), would then be made plain to lost mankind.
4. At an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year: These four-fold messages must therefore be preached
after the loosening of the angels, after the liberation of the Church from Babylonian control, sometime
after 1798 after the papal power had waned and lost its effective control over the papal states, and thus
over the church of God.
a. “At an hour”: The only revelation of truth pertaining to and coming “at an hour” is the
proclamation of the Three Angel’s Messages in the announcement, “the hour of his judgment is
come, (Rev. 14: 7).
b. “At a day”: The only revelation of truth pertaining to and coming “at a day” is the Elijah message
proclaiming the Judgment of the Living, “the great and dreadful day of the Lord,” (Mal. 4: 4, 5;
Joel 2: 1, 2),—“ the day of vengeance,” (Isa. 63: 1-4). “For it is the day of the LORD’S vengeance,
and the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion.” Isa. 34: 8. Closely connected to the
“day” of vengeance, the “Great and dreadful day of the LORD,” is the “year” of Zion’s
redemption, the year of Zion’s liberation, when she breaks forth as in the day of her youth.
c. “At a month”: The only revelation of truth pertaining to and coming “at a month” is the
proclamation of the “rains” of truth and power, for “He will cause to come down for you the
rain, the former rain, and the latter rain in the first month.” (Joel 2: 23). This is the Fourth
Angel’s Message—the light of the angel who is to add power and force to the Third, and lighten
the earth with his glory, (Rev. 18:1; Early Writings, pp. 277, 278).
d. “At a year”: The only revelation of truth pertaining to and coming “at a year” is the
proclamation of “the year of my redeemed,” (Isa. 63: 4-6), the year of Jubilee. This “year” at
which His people are redeemed represents the time of the sealing, and the deliverance of the
144,000, — those who are “redeemed” (Rev. 14: 4), who escape the slaughter decreed in Ezekiel
9.
This “year” of the redeemed marks the beginning of the kingdom of glory on this earth, for the
mystery of the kingdom of heaven will then have been fully unveiled to the inhabitants of earth.
Further, we are told that in the days of the seventh trumpet, when he shall “begin to sound,”
the mystery of God—the proclamation of the everlasting gospel, shall be accomplished in all the
world for a witness, before the end comes. “Behold, the Lord GOD will come with strong hand,
and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before him.” Isa
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40:10. At this coming, there is still a work before (ahead of) him. What work is that? His work
of gathering the second fruits—the “great multitude” (Rev. 7: 9).
5. The third part of men: The wicked without number, as previously stated in other trumpets.
6. The army of the horsemen—two hundred Million:
7. The horses and Horsemen:
8. Breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone:
9. Heads of lions:
10. Power in their mouths, and in their tails:
11. Tails like unto serpents:
12. Plagues of fire, jacinth, and brimstone:
13. A mighty angel With a lion’s roar:
14. a little book open:
15. the seven thunders… write them not:
16. be time no longer:
17. eat it up the little opened book:
18. honey-sweet mouth:
19. thy belly bitter
20. prophesy again:
21. a reed like unto a rod:
22. measure the temple of God
23. measure The Altar
24. Measure the Worshippers:
25. Measure not the Court:
26. the holy city:
27. forty and two months:
28. my two witnesses (these two prophets):
29. Prophesy Again for a thousand two hundred and threescore days:
30. clothed in sackcloth:
31. the two olive trees:
32. the two candlesticks:
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33. fire devoureth their enemies:
34. finished their testimony
35. the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit:
36. make war against them:
37. Sodom and Egypt:
38. three days and an half,
39. make merry, and shall send gifts one to another;
40. the Spirit of life entered into them,
41. a great voice from heaven Come up hither.
42. they ascended up to heaven in a cloud;
43. same hour
44. a great earthquake,
45. the tenth part of the city fell,
46. the affrighted remnant glorified God:

To Be Continued
FRIDAY ↥

February 15

The Seventh Trumpet
The seventh trumpet (Rev. 11:15-18) signals the conclusion of this earth’s history.

Further Study and Enrichment:
“This study is more about what the fifth and sixth trumpets of Revelation are not, rather than what they are.
After all, it is premature to speak of what they are, when the generally-accepted view is built upon a platform of
error. It is this fog of error that must first be lifted before we, as a church, can move forward, united in our
message to the world as we rightly present the warning messages of the trumpets of Revelation to a dying
world. This study comes at a critical time, as the sixth trumpet of Revelation has its application in force in this
present period of earth's history, and will continue so until the close of probation, as we will prove. The seventh
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trumpet of Revelation, as will be shown, is when Jesus receives His kingdom. The administration of the seven
last plagues will follow, climaxing with the second coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven.”— “Satan's
Counterfeit Prophecy, by Heidi Heiks, Introduction, p. xi
“Not surprisingly, Uriah Smith in 1867 introduced this interpretation of the trumpets into the Seventh-day
Adventist Church in his book Thoughts, Critical and Practical, on the Book of Revelation. It became the standard
interpretation of the trumpets of Revelation in the church until recent times. Many members around the world
still hold this view and believe that any deviation from it constitutes an apostasy from the faith.
“Smith developed the idea that the demise of the Ottoman /Turkish Empire would herald the Second Coming.
During the First World War, therefore, when turkey, which supported Germany and Austria, came to an end,
many Adventists expected the Second Advent at that time.”-- Satan's Counterfeit Prophecy, by Heidi Heiks 2013,
Foreword, written by Gerhard Pfandl, Ph.D., Associate Director, Biblical Research Institute, GC of SDAs.
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LESSON 8: Satan, a Defeated Enemy (*February 16-22)

SABBATH AFTERNOON
Memory Text: “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death” (Revelation 12:11, NKJV).
Revelation 12 is about the conflict of the ages, the Great Controversy between Christ and Satan. It takes us back
in eternity past, showing us when the conflict began, and sheds light on our pathway from Eden lost to Eden
restored, through the seed of the woman (Gen. 3: 15).
We will discover Satan’s triple-point defeat! In every defeat, it was on account of the authority of the revealed
Word of God. His first defeat was in his losing the “war in heaven,” when he suffered his first casting out from
heaven. His second defeat was in his failing to devour the “man child”—the woman’s seed, when he was born
as a babe in Bethlehem’s manger, and when on the Cross of Calvary Jesus won the battle for the whole world,
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life, this enraged the Dragon to no
earthly bounds. Realizing his utter defeat at the Cross, whereupon his true character was revealed and he was
cast from Heaven the second time, meaning that he was banished with no re-entry access to Heaven, he would
use the remainder of his “short time” to destroy the woman and her seed. His final defeat is in his attempt to
paganize (heathenize) the church with his flood of tares (unconverted), but God promises to cause the earth to
swallow the dragon’s flood, and liberate His church to finish the everlasting gospel with power and great glory.
“When he meets his third defeat, when the tares which he sowed are burned (for as a flood they are swallowed
by the earth, but as tares they are burned by the angels), then it is that the Church will appear "'Fair as the
moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners,' she is to go forth into all the world, conquering
and to conquer." -- Prophets and Kings, pg. 725.
“Having met such a mighty defeat, and having seen that the Church is freed from his flood, the Dragon's wrath is
to be intensified. He will be wroth with the woman and "make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ" (Rev. 12:17), "the Spirit of Prophecy" (Rev.
19:10).”6

SUNDAY ↥

February 17

The Woman and the Dragon: Read Revelation 12:1-5.
This symbolism presents three different sceneries “in heaven.” First, a pregnant woman travailing in birth;
second, the seven-headed dragon stalking to kill here “man child” at birth, and thirdly, the war in heaven
causing a third of the angels to have lost their first estate of holiness by joining ranks with the rebel angel,
Lucifer.
The sun and the moon having been set from creation to rule over and “divide the day from the night,” (Gen. 1:
14), it becomes evident that these two luminaries symbolize two time periods of light, the symbolical “day” and
the symbolical “night.” Since the written word of God is likened unto the sun (Ps. 119: 105), the “greater light,”
6
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76

it necessarily represents the period of the Bible, whereas the moon, naturally represents a time ruled by “lesser
light,” hence the period before the Bible, the time of oral traditions, when the Word of God was passed down
from father to son, throughout successive generations. Hence, “The "woman clothed with the sun," and
"travailing with child," is the period after Israel went out of Egypt, and at that time the period without the Bible,
"moon," was passing away.”7
Crown of 12 Stars: The woman’s twelve-starred crown symbolized the 12 Patriarchs, the 12 Tribes, the 12
Apostles, and the 12-tribes of blood-born Israel—the 144,000, respectively, thus she represents the ever-living
church from Eden lost to Eden restored! As most people are not familiar with the 12 patriarchs, I shall provide
them here: Adam, Seth, Enos, Cainan, Mahallaleel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, Noah, Shem, and Eber.
The reader can discover the proofs from a careful read of Genesis chapters 5, and 11.
The “Man Child”: The Plan of Salvation, having been a forethought on God’s part, as soon as sin came into the
world, that plan was activated, and though “death” was the penalty for the guilty pair, yet God’s mercy and
grace kicked in, and offered the woman’s “Seed” as the neutralizer to the serpent’s sting, and the one who
would eventually “crush” the serpent’s head and exterminate him. For the rest of our probationary time, the
war in heaven would be fought on earth, between these two seeds, and thus two natures.

MONDAY ↥

February 18

Satan Cast Down to Earth: Read Revelation 12:7-9?
The Great Red Dragon & His War in Heaven: Since this woman was travailing with her “man child” from the
start of the “war in heaven” (Rev. 12: 7), then she has been in existence for that long, and therefore predates
the nation of Israel. Further too, she cannot be a representation of Mary either, for she is much older than the
virgin, for reasons already stated! The dragon was outfitted with seven heads and ten horns symbolizing a
combination of church and state under Satan’s control. At the time of Christ’s first advent, all the church
governments (7 heads), and the political governments (10 horns) were under Satan’s complete control, hence
the beast symbolized the entire religious and political world, with principal focus on the Roman government and
Jewish church. It is of significance that both these entities worked in unison to ensure the crucifixion of Christ,
even though they found “no fault in Him!” (John 19: 6).
As under the seven trumpets, we see here that “the third part” is again brought to view, and as we have
previously discussed, the third part is a symbol used most often of the wicked, and less so of the righteous,
representing a quantity that is without numerical limitations. This “third part of the stars of heaven” (Rev. 12: 4)
symbolizes the “angels that sinned” (Rev. 12: 9; 2 Pet.2:4) who were cast out with Satan, having lost their first
estate.
Since the woman’s “man child” (Rev. 12:5; Isa. 66: 7,8) is the One who is “to rule all nations with a rod of iron,”
(Rev. 19:15), and since, too, He was to be caught up to God’s “throne,” (Mark 16: 19; Heb. 8: 1), it is indisputably
clear that this “child” is the Son of God, our only Redeemer and Saviour—Jesus Christ (Y’shuah).
Quarterly’s Note: “ The woman in Revelation 12 first symbolizes Israel, to whom the Messiah came (Rev. 12:15); in verses 13-17 she stands for the true church that gives birth to the remnant.” Sunday’s Lesson, Feb. 17.

7

V.T. Houteff, 2SR, p. 75.
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With this limited view of the woman’s origins, one will not get the full truth behind her identity throughout the
ages. We have convincingly shown from Scripture alone, that she exists from eternity in the past, to eternity in
the future.
Quarterly’s Note: “This action shows that, having fallen from his exalted position in heaven (Isa. 14:12-15),
Satan was able to deceive a third of the angels.” Sunday’s Lesson, Feb. 17.
This statement is incorrect, for it suggests that AFTER Satan had been declared a rebel angel that he was able to
“deceive a third” of the holy unfallen angels to join in his mutiny, whereas the very opposite was the case. In
developing into the Evil One, he started suggesting doubts about Divine Headship, and disseminated those
disaffected feelings to all the angels, whereupon he was able to “deceive” a third part of them to join in his
insurrection. This shows that there were three parts of the angels: first, those who were decidedly loyal to
YHWH. Second, those who were “not sure” or somewhat doubtful of Satan’s suggestions but sympathetic to his
claims, and third, those who were fully convicted that Satan’s arguments were true, and thus were decidedly
loyal to him, forcing their allegiance to his apostasy.
“By shedding the blood of the Son of God, he had uprooted himself from the sympathies of the heavenly beings.
Henceforth his work was restricted”. - Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 761.
This statement is clear that even after the fall there were many loyal angels in heaven who still had a question
about the long lost rebel angel and his compatriots! Not until Calvary, were their questions fully answered when
they saw his destruction against the Lamb of God! This goes to show also, why the Judgment is as much about
God’s vindicating His character, as it is about humans obtaining our lost inheritance. This is among the eternal
reasons why “affliction will not rise up a second time,” (Nah. 1: 9), for all doubts will be settled, all questions
answered, and all murmurings ceased, to whit all the angels will declare the righteousness, love, and Justice of
YHWH, (Rev. 16: 5; 15: 3; 5: 11-13).
Quarterly’s Note: “Satan was cast out of heaven at the beginning of the great controversy, when he rebelled
against God’s government…He stood in open revolt against God but was defeated and exiled on earth.”
Monday’s Lesson, Feb, 18.
This statement is suggesting that from “the beginning of the great controversy,” the earth was in existence, but
this goes counter to Genesis 1:1-2, that God created this earth in the beginning, and spent six days making it
habitable for plant and animal life. This is one door, if not properly controlled, will leave the earth to being
billions of years old, instead of a few thousand, under sin! This evolutionary door has been so gaping, that some
have suggested that there was a flood (chaos) before the creation, and that those beings who lived on the earth
before Adam, lived for thousands of years before they died! It is for this reason among others that we should be
very concerned about this entry in the quarterly!
Further too, the idea that Satan was “exiled on earth” from the beginning of the great controversy, creates
conflict with his appearance in Heaven when the “the sons of God came to present themselves before the
LORD,” (Job 1: 6), long after the fall!
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TUESDAY ↥

February 19

The War on Earth: Read Revelation 12:13-14.
Having lost the battle with the woman’s Seed at Calvary, the great red Dragon directed his wrath against the
woman, forcing her to flee from his presence, and go into “hiding” as it were, for a temporary period of time,
1260 prophetic days, or literally 1260 years, (Ezek. 4: 6). This measure of time is mentioned twice (Rev. 12: 6,
14), and would be without meaning if these events were not to repeat themselves. As proven in Rev. 11, the 42
months (three and one-half years, or time, times, and the dividing of time), this large stretch of time during
which the true church has been persecuted by the Church of Rome, if reflective of another period of such
persecution, during which the remnant of the woman’s seed will be the objects of his wrath.
“The remnant people of God are to endure persecutions. [Rev. 12: 17 quoted]… They are to give the warning
message against the power represented by "the beast." The prophet says of this power, which represents the
Papacy: "There was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto
him to continue forty and two months…The remnant church of God are to give the warning of the third angel to
the world…”{ST, June 18, 1894 par. 10}
“The Sabbath question will be the issue in the great conflict in which all the world will act a part. [Revelation
13:4-10 quoted.] This entire chapter is a revelation of what will surely take place [Revelation 13:11, 15-17
quoted] (MS 88, 1897). {7BC 979.10}
There is sufficient evidence in Scripture that the 3½ years has a dual application, the first is literal, and serves as
a type for the latter. The wars of the middle ages (538 AD to 1798 AD) will again be kindled under the beast
power, for Scripture declares that “he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the
earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.” (Rev. 13: 12).
It is of significance to note that this forced “worship” occurs after the healing of the leopard beast’s deadly
wound! This is why we are also told, “all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” (Rev. 13: 8). This verse projects
the forced worship in the future, after the healing of the wound, again reinforcing the truth that the is a last 42month prophecy to be fulfilled against the woman and her seed. This topic is more broadly tread under the
latter part of the sixth trumpet, in Rev. 11: 1-13.
Quarterly’s Note: “Armies and nations were sent by Rome against God’s faithful people during this time. Near
the end of this prophetic period, a friendly earth swallows the waters and saves the woman, providing a safe
haven for her. This provision points to the refuge that America, with its religious freedom, supplied (Rev. 12:16).”
Tuesday’s Lesson, February 19.
This statement, though it borrows some facts from history, is a total misstatement of the prophetic significance
in these verses, for it must be realized that the earth swallowed up the dragon’s flood, and not the woman, as
the Lesson suggests!
Let’s examine this passage more closely: “15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the
woman, that he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. 16 And the earth helped the woman, and the
earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth.” (Rev. 12: 15-16).
The objective of the dragon’s flood was not to kill, as the lesson cites from history, but to “carry away” the
woman. She, being a symbol of the true Church of God, was to be “carried away” on the turbid sea of apostasy,
through the subversive agency of the Devil. How? Soon after the great persecution of the Christians, the enemy
79

discovered that aggressive warfare from without was not as effective as his warfare from within her precincts,
and had developed a double-pronged approach. On the one hand, he would step up his abuse of the believers,
while on the other hand, he would offer a reprieve to those who would confirm. To this end, he has managed
to plant insurgents within the church that would systematically work to change her doctrines, and lower the
standard of piety, thus lowering her guard, as it were, and today the church of God is overflown by an army of
tares—millions of individuals swell her ranks, but they are destitute of the knowledge and grace of Christ,
though many are in leading positions of many churches!

WEDNESDAY ↥

February 20

War Against the Remnant: Read Revelation 12:17. At the end time, against
whom does Satan make all-out war?
“Water,” being a symbol of people (Rev. 17: 15), and coming from the dragon’s mouth, it is indicative of
satanically inspired speech, or sermons, inviting the unconverted and unconsecrated into church membership in
an effort to erase the effectiveness of the Gospel, God stepped in to manage this crisis, and he does so through
eliminating the satanic flood, thus sparing the woman from losing her identity as the harbinger of righteous!
Carried Away Of The Flood: That the Dragon’s flood is as previously explained are his converts in the churches,
and is further amplified in Scripture: “When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the LORD shall lift
up a standard against him. (Isa 59:19). Today, God is looking for men and women who are true to duty as the
needle to the pole, to unwaveringly lift up the standard of righteousness, by standing firmly rooted on God’s
Law, the foundation of righteousness. Only as we depart from the Torah will the enemy gain a foothold in
swashing the churches with his despotic “flood” of pretended converts to the faith, whose aims are simply to
lower the standard of holiness, and drive out the Spirit of God from the places dedicated to His adoration!
“Oh, if those who make light of the requirements of God's law, did but know what they are doing, if they did but
realize that they were undermining the faith of our youth in the Bible, sending them adrift without anchor or
compass on a shoreless sea, they would recoil with horror from their fearful work!” {ST, April 21, 1890 par. 3}
“The leadings of the Lord were marked, and most wonderful were His revelations of what is truth. Point after
point was established by the Lord God of heaven. That which was truth then, is truth today. But the voices do
not cease to be heard--"This is truth. I have new light." But these new lights in prophetic lines are manifest in
misapplying the Word and setting the people of God adrift without an anchor to hold them.” {17MR 4.3}
Today, many are baptized into our churches without having ever heard the phrases: “Spirit of Prophecy,” “the
Health Message,” “the Third Angel’s Message,” “Christian dressing, adornment, and entertainment,” ‘the
Sanctuary and the Investigative Judgment,” and “reverence in the House of God,” to mention a few, but they
have continuously been invited to the world’s banquets, such as Christmas, Easter, and Valentines, in the several
houses of worship, whence the Divine presence has departed! Worst of all, no preparation is in place to ensure
that such newcomers are instructed in these vital areas of spiritual nurturing, and the devil would have it thus!
“The church has turned back from following Christ her Leader and is steadily retreating toward Egypt. Yet few
are alarmed or astonished at their want of spiritual power. Doubt, and even disbelief of the testimonies of the
Spirit of God, is leavening our churches everywhere. Satan would have it thus. Ministers who preach self instead
of Christ would have it thus. The testimonies are unread and unappreciated. God has spoken to you. Light has
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been shining from His word and from the testimonies, and both have been slighted and disregarded. The result
is apparent in the lack of purity and devotion and earnest faith among us.” {5T 217.2}
The earth helped the woman by swallowing up the dragon’s flood, the unconverted in the churches, the tares,
and not swallowing up the woman herself! What is the meaning? Anciently when Korah, Dathan, and Abiram
opposed Moses and incurred the wrath of God, the earth opened her mouth and swallowed them up (Num.
16:20-33)! That exampled destruction of the apostates in the camp of Israel is a type of another destruction
that is destined to occur in the latter days, when God will cleanse His Church from her moral defilement. He
whose fan is in His hand will cleanse His church from sin and sinners, for “For the time is come that judgment
must begin at the house of God.” (1 Pet. 4: 17).
This cleansing if more graphically described in Ezekiel chapter 9, under the figure of five angels who were
commissioned to “5 ¶ And to the others he said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let
not your eye spare, neither have ye pity: 6 Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and little children, and
women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin at my sanctuary.” (Ezek. 9: 5, 6). Read
3T p. 267.
Quarterly’s Note: “While the majority of people in the world side with Satan at the end of time, a group of
people whom God raised up after 1798 will remain faithful to Christ in the face of Satan’s full fury.”
The focus of this prophecy is not on the people “in the world,” but on the people in God’s Church; let’s not miss
this fact! The Devil already has the world deceived, and if he can get us to believe that the battlefield is just in
the world, he will have won, because it currently raging in every church on this planet! Churches are throwing
away the Bible, as it were, and preachers are preaching fables instead of the everlasting gospel contained in the
statutes, judgments, and commandments our God! Even in the Seventh-day Adventist Church, there is now a
Jesuit invasion, and many of those who are preparing Bible lessons for the world-church have been infected with
this disease form the dragon’s flood!
“Many will stand in our pulpits with the torch of false prophecy in their hands, kindled from the hellish torch of
Satan. If doubts and unbelief are cherished, the faithful ministers will be removed from the people who think
they know so much. ‘If thou hadst known,’ said Christ, ‘even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which
belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes.’”8

THURSDAY ↥

February 21

Satan’s End-Time Strategy: Read Revelation 12:17.
The Dragon’s final assault is directed against the “woman’s seed,” and not against the woman personally! Why?
Because the woman, after the removal of her undesirable children—the tares, has morphed into the 144,000
evangelists, and the “remnant” of her children will then have become those who are yet to be garnered in from
Babylon. Outside of the fold, Christ calls them “other sheep…not of this fold,” (John 10: 17), and in the
Revelation, they are called “my people,” (Rev. 18: 4), His true worshippers who are yet in Babylon, but have
surrendered to His authority, His Law.
The Spirit of Prophecy: The lesson teaches that “As Adventists, we have been given that gift of prophetic insight
in the ministry and writings of Ellen G. White.” But this lends the idea that the gift of prophecy ends with Sister
8
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White! While, indeed, she was inspired and used of God, she by no means gave the impression that there is no
more truth to be revealed through the same means of prophecy, rather than through the halls of learning! To
support that, she once proclaimed:
“Prophecy must be fulfilled. The Lord says: ‘Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord.’ Somebody is to come in the spirit and power of Elijah, and when he appears,
men may say: ‘You are too earnest, you do not interpret the Scriptures in the proper way. Let me tell you how to
teach your message.’” {TM 475.3}
From this, it is clear that she gave counsel concerning another prophet is to arise after her, under the
designation of Elijah. It is of significance that she made this statement in 1890, nearly two years after the
rejection of the Righteousness By Faith message of 1888! Therefore, from 1890 and beyond, we, as a church,
should be expecting that “somebody,” a prophet, as she was clearly not speaking of herself and her own
ministry. 2019 marks 104 years since her death in 1915, and the Denomination has not as yet recognized this
“gift” in our midst! It would be beneficial for us to do a forensic analysis in our church’s history since her death,
to determine if this “somebody” had indeed come. And in agreement with the prediction, was that “somebody”
rejected on the following three grounds: one, for being “too earnest,” two, for “misinterpreting the Scriptures,”
and three, “not delivering his “message” effectively”? Evidently, that "somebody" will have borne a message to
the Church! I would strongly recommend the book, What Every Seventh-day Adventist Should Know, available
at this link, as a primer to start this investigative process.
The Commandments of God: As Seventh-day Adventists, we have limited our understanding of “the
commandments” of God to merely the “Ten,” but God means that we should study His entire law. How can we
be sure of this?
“Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the
statutes and judgments… before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD.” (Mal. 4: 4, 5).
The word “remember” as in the fourth commandment concerning the Sabbath, should alert each reader that
these statutes, judgments, and commandments are not to be forgotten, as a thing “nailed to the cross,” as is
popularly taught, must be prized and woven in the fabric of our characters. That Malachi is speaking of the endtime church, is evident from the expression “before… the great and dreadful day of the LORD.”

FRIDAY ↥

February 22

Further Thought and Study: Read Ellen G. White, “Snares of Satan”, pp.
518-530, in The Great Controversy.

How Evil Began:
“Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to Jesus to acknowledge His
supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he bowed with them; but his heart was filled with envy and
hatred...Lucifer thought that he was himself a favorite in heaven among the angels. He had been highly exalted,
but this did not call forth from him gratitude and praise to his Creator. He aspired to the height of God Himself.
He gloried in his loftiness. He knew that he was honored by the angels. He had a special mission to execute. He
had been near the great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glorious light enshrouding the eternal God had
shone especially upon him. He thought how angels had obeyed his command with pleasurable alacrity…
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“He left the immediate presence of the Father, dissatisfied and filled with envy against Jesus Christ. Concealing
his real purposes, he assembled the angelic host. He introduced his subject, which was himself…He stated to
them that he had called them together to assure them that he no longer would submit to this invasion of his
rights and theirs; that never would he again bow down to Christ; that he would take the honor upon himself
which should have been conferred upon him, and would be the commander of all who would submit to follow
him and obey his voice.”9

God Will Purify His Church From the Dragon’s Flood of Tares:
“Whole conferences are becoming leavened with the same perverted principles… The Lord will work to purify
His church. I tell you in truth, the Lord is about to turn and overturn in the institutions called by His name. Just
how soon this refining process will begin I cannot say, but it will not be long deferred. He whose fan is in His
hand will cleanse His temple of its moral defilement. He will thoroughly purge His floor.” {TM 372.4-373.1}
“Study the ninth chapter of Ezekiel. These words will be literally fulfilled; yet the time is passing, and the people
are asleep. They refuse to humble their souls and to be converted. Not a great while longer will the Lord bear
with the people who have such great and important truths revealed to them, but who refuse to bring these
truths into their individual experience.”10
Having been defeated in his “flooding” of the woman, and his converts’ destruction meaning the cleansing of
the church and the sealing of the people of God, he turned his wrath against “the remnant of her seed,” those
who are yet to be saved. This wrath is more fully seen under the representation of the Mark of the Beast
System, Rev. 13: 11-17, which will be opposed by the sealed company of 144,000 evangelists when they
proclaim the Loud Cry of the Third Angel’s Message, recorded in Rev. 14: 9-12.

Lesson 8 Ends Here

9
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LESSON 9 Satan and His Allies, *February 23—March 1

Sabbath Afternoon
Revelation 13 brings us to a turning point in the prophecy of chapter 12, in that, the Dragon’s wrath is displayed
through two beasts that he controls: 1) the Leopard-like beast that waged war against the Saints of God for 1260
years, and 2) the Baphomet (two-horned) beast who also waged war against the true worshippers of YHWH.
An important missing detail of the Leopard-like beast is his career after his deadly would has been healed.
Scripture tells us (Rev. 13: 8) that the world will again worship that beast by paying homage to him through the
activities of the two-horned (Baphomet) beast!
In recent years the Roman Catholic Church has been making very steady inroads across political and religious
divides, corralling the nations under the Paris Climate Change accords, which also strikes a responsive chord a in
the US Congress, as well as within the spiritual focus of the Protestant and other religious worlds.
This week we study all aspects of the coming enforcement of “worship” that will engage both “the land” and
“the people” who inhabit it!

SUNDAY ↥

February 24

The Beast From the Sea: The Leopard-like Beast
Read Revelation 13:1-4, 8 and Revelation 17:8. What are the characteristics of this beast, and what are the
phases of its existence?
There are some important features of this beast that we will consider to rightly identify it:
1. Body of a Leopard: This beast is a composite of the beasts in Daniel 7. There we learn that the
“Leopard” (Dan. 7: 6) is a symbol of the Grecian empire.
2. Feet of a Bear: From Daniel, we also learned that the “bear” (Dan. 7: 5) represents the kingdom of the
Medes and the Persians, more commonly called the Medio-Persian Empire.
3. Mouth of a Lion: The Lion in Dan. 7: 4 is a symbol of the kingdom of Babylon, the oldest empire on
earth, hailing from the days of the tower of Babel (Gen. 11).
All these beasts, according to Scripture (Dan. 7: 17) symbolic of Kingdoms or empires, and the horns of
the civil governments (kings) over nations (Dan.7: 24). When the horns are crowned, it shows that the
civil authority emanates from the state, and where the horns are uncrowned, or possessing “a mouth,”
then the authority of the state lies in the dogma of the church.
4. Seven heads: As in Dan. 7: 8, where there was a horn-head fusion, by virtue of the fact that “in this
horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a mouth speaking great things,” Inspiration establishes this
blasphemous “mouth” to be a religious system—the Papacy! This same “mouth” is also seen in Rev. 13:
5, “speaking great things and blasphemies,” and continuing for the same period of 42 months (time,
times, and the dividing of time). Read Dan. 7: 25 and Rev. 13: 5.
5. Ten “crowned” horns: We have previously established that horns represent civil governmental
authorities (kings), hence their being “crowned” on this beast indicated that the this phase of the beast
is in a world in which there is the separation of powers—separation of church and state, hence the
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world after 1798. Correctly, then, we must realize that this leopard-like beast manifests himself in three
phases: before, during and after the wound.
6. Blasphemy over the Heads: We have established that the “little horn” (Dan. 7:8) with eyes and a
mouth—head— “speaking great things,” is synonymous to the “mouth speaking great things” on the
Leopard-like beast, and both beasts hold identifiers of the Papacy in them. Hence the “speaking” horn
on the non-descript beast and the “speaking” head of the Leopard-like are identical of the same
system—the Papacy!
7. The Wounded Head & the death blow: Being a civil and a religious system fused into one, the wounding
of this system follows in two parts, a civil wound and a religious. On October 31, 1517, the Catholic
monk Martin Luther, at the urging of the Holy Spirit wrote and nailed his famous 95 theses to the door
of the church at Wittenberg, Germany, and this inspired the birth of the Protestant Reformation, which
was officially organized in 1530 A.D. with the Augsburg confession—the most central document in
Protestant Reformation. With the skillful wielding of the divine “sword of the Spirit”—the Word of God,
(Heb. 4: 12), the papacy was humiliated beyond degree, and the authority with which it once ruled the
nations was systematically brought in check. “The calm, dignified power of Luther humbled his enemies,
and dealt a most dreadful blow to the papacy.”11
As earlier stated, there are three phases to this beast’s existence, and they must be understood
discretely, so as to not confuse the details of this enigmatic prophecy:
a. Before the wound: This presents the papacy and papal system from the earliest times up to
1517 A.D., the year of the 95 theses which were heaven’s “sword” to wound this papal beast.
Some have used 1798 as the defining year, but this is flawed by the evidence of Scripture, for
the Bible flatly states that this wound was delivered by the indefatigable “sword” (Rev. 13: 14)—
the Word of God. More will be said on this later.
b. During the wound: The period of the wound lasted from 1517 through to 1929, the year the
civil aspect of the wound was healed.
c. After the healing of the wound: The civil wounding of the papacy having been done by France,
through the exile of Pius vi, we ought to allow the pen of history to trace over the pages of
prophecy, leading us to the conclusion that the Papacy must experience a two-fold wounding
and healing: civil and religious.
i. Civil and Religious Wounding: The Reformation by Luther is the single most definitive
principle which stabbed at the heart of the papacy and jostled the triple-crown on the
pontiff’s head. From then forward the Catholic Church was in decline, occasioning the
rise of the Jesuits in the 1540’s as a counter-weight to the Protestant Reformation, and
would ultimately use this “Order” to neutralize this protest! Finally, in 1798 when
General Berthier marched into Italy and took the Pope captive, that marked the civil
infliction of the wound. This wounded state lasted till 1870 A.D., and thereafter began
the healing process.
ii. Civil and Religious Healing: From 1870 forward, this mortal wound started the healing
process. Protestants began moving the envelope to enforce Catholic dogma, the most
noticeable at the time, being in the USA under the historic “Blair Amendment,” which
threatened the land of religious liberty with a sweeping Sunday-closing Federal Law
proposal. Thank God it failed! But that was only a foretaste of what is yet to come. On
11
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February 11, 1929 the Italian Government under the leadership of Benito
Mussolini, signed a historic concordat with the Vatican (Pius xi), restoring temporal
power to the papacy, thereby closing the civil aspect of the French-inflicted wound.
“The treaty, consisting of a preamble and 27 articles, definitively and irrevocably settled
the roman question. It recognized the Holy See's absolute, visible independence and
sovereignty, even in international relations. Italy affirmed the Catholic religion as the
sole religion of the state, although restrictions were not imposed on other religions.
Vatican city was created as an independent state with its own defined territory over
which the Holy See could exercise exclusive, absolute, sovereign jurisdiction, free of
interference from the Italian or other governments.”12
It would be an additional 88 years, on October 31, 2017, under Pope Francis, the first
Jesuit Pope, on the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, that the “Protest”
was officially declared “over” by an overwhelming majority of the protestant churches
around the world. In recent years the Vatican has made effusive statements concerning
its long-time nemesis, and there is much chatter that the Papacy is considering making
Luther a “Saint”13 for his work of reforming the church!

MONDAY ↥

February 25

The Activities of the Sea Beast
Rising from the tempestuous “sea” of “peoples” world-over, (Rev. 17: 15), as did the four beasts in Daniel 7, it is
clear that the same forces of war and intrigue that brought the previous kingdoms of Babylon, Medio-Persia,
Grecia, and pagan Rome on the global stage power, are identical to those which brought this leopard-like Papal
beast to power as well. In this regard, the Roman papacy was to fulfill a notable part of history, past and future,
during the growth of the Church of God:
1. 42 months in Type and Antitype: This measure of time is equivalent to 1260 days (years, see Ezek. 4: 6),
and lasted from 538 A.D. to 1798 A.D., the year Pope Pius vi was arrested and placed in exile by the
French General Berthier.
2. The Dragon’s Seat (Throne): The Papacy became heir of Satan’s “power, and his seat, and great
authority,” (Rev. 13: 2), and it used this derived power to exercise unrelenting persecution against the
true Church of God! History is littered with the lives that were wasted by this despotic system that
pawns itself off as the Oldest Church in Christendom!
3. War upon the Saints: That the Papacy operates from the dragon-inspired power-base is also evident
from Daniel’s prediction concerning it, “his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he
shall destroy wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practice, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy
people.” (Dan. 8: 24). The ruthlessness with which the Papacy prosecuted its war against “the mighty
and holy people,” is seen under the description of the 4th and 5th Seals: “And power was given unto them
over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the
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beasts of the earth. 9 And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them
that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held.” Rev. 6: 8, 9.
4. All Earth’s Inhabitants “shall Worship Him”: Though the Papacy has been predicted to receive a deadly
wound, it was not left to die but to heal and rebound to become even more ruthless than she first was!
In her “healed” state, the dragon is “wroth” and will prosecute his last-phase warfare against the
woman and her seed with great fury! Satan means that if it were possible, he would deceive the very
elect—those whose names are found in the Lamb’s book of life. This is how close the battle lines will be
drawn. Thank God it is not possible for him deceive God’s “elect!”
5. He Leadeth into captivity and was Led into Captivity: This part of the prophecy received a signal
fulfillment on February 15, 1798 when General Louis Berthier. With precision, the secular history
records the ending days of Pius xi’s Papacy:
“General Louis Berthier entered the city (Feb. 10, 1798), proclaimed the establishment of the Roman
Republic, and drove out Pius VI and the Curia. The pope was placed in circumstances that made his
spiritual government of the Church impossible. The French made him captive, and began (March 1799)
forcing him from city to city toward France... He reached Valence, in southeastern France, on July 14,
and was held prisoner there until his death, August 28. This marked the nadir14 of papal fortunes in
modern times.”15
In perfect agreement with the prophetic pronouncement, we find that he (the institution) who had led
so many of God’s children into exile and death was itself now led into exile, and apparent death. But
those who believed the Bible prophecies knew that this low point of the Papacy would be short lived,
and that it would heal from this mortal wound, and recover the lost authority it once boasted! With the
rise of Pope Francis, it is a matter of public knowledge that the Papacy has ascended to heights it has
never-before soared in the modern world. Winning the admiration of Governments, Scientists and
global Policy-makers, the pope is riding a wave of success that will eventually lead to the veneration of
papal decrees to be written into State laws! That’s when the spirit of religious intolerance will wash the
Protestant world once more.

TUESDAY ↥

February 26

The Beast Arising Out of the Earth: The Two-Horned Beast
We have previously established the three stages of the leopard-like beast, and have covered the first two
(before and during the wound). The rise of the Baphomet or two-horned beast comes as the Papacy was on its
decline. The United States became an independent nation in 1776 as the Roman Papacy was approaching its
lowest ebb since its founding. We will discover under this prophecy what will really give “life” to the papacy,
and cause it to be a respected world-power again. Let’s now more closely analyze the beast with lamb-like
horns. There is no animal more closely resembling a lamb than a goat! And in the culture this goat-like creature
bears the name “Baphomet”—the Devil! He will inspire than new government founded in 1776, to implement
and enforce laws that will enthrone Catholic dogmas and make them Federal laws, the violation of which will
guarantee the death penalty!
1. Two Lamb-like horns: The Bible speaks of two similar creatures in dissimilar ways, sheep and goats.
The sheep (lambs) are the righteous, whereas the goats are the unrighteous, (see Matt. 25: 30-34).
14
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We have previously established that “horns” represent kings or civil governments; hence the nation
that arises has two forms of civil governments, each holding to Lamb-like (Christian) traits. This is
especially true of the United States’ Protestantism and Republicanism governmental set-up.
2. The Earth: In this chapter, as in other places, the term “earth” is used both symbolically and literally.
When the earth is used without mention of its inhabitants, it is inclusive of both, and speaks
specifically to the “New” undeveloped World of the Americas. When it is shown discretely as “earth”
and its “inhabitants” then there are two entities being considered—the land and its peoples.
3. Speaking like the Dragon: In Rev. 12:9, we learn that the Dragon is the Old devil and Satan, hence, the
nation’s speaking like “the dragon” is clear indication that it is taking on the Spirit of despotism, and
will become a tyrannical force against religious the liberty of its citizens. For the USA to reach this
state, one of two things will happen:
o A constitutional Amendment:
constitutional convention.

Congress steps in and modifies the constitution in a

o A Supreme Court decision: similar to Roe v. Wade and Obergefell v. Hodges, where the
Supreme Court “interprets” the constitution to be inclusive of Sunday-sacredness, on account
of the long-held traditions of the “fathers” who founded this great nation.
4. Possessing all the Power of the Wounded Beast: We learn that the leopard-like beast was given the
Dragon’s powers, and similarly the two-horned beast is to speak as the Dragon, clearly demonstrating
that the same Spirit is at work in both beasts—the Spirit and power of the Dragon, Satan!

WEDNESDAY ↥

February 27

The Image of the Beast
Read Revelation 13:12-13. How do 1 Kings 18:38 and Acts 2:3 help us understand the nature of the lamblike
beast’s deceptive activities - the greatest of which is bringing fire down from heaven?
1. Forcing the “Earth” and its “inhabitants” to Worship: Every form of forced worship is from the Devil. God
did not force Adam and Eve to worship Him, and did not intervene when they were transacting with the
Devil in their open rebellion against His expressed commands to them! This “Christ-like” or Lamb-like beast
will compel its inhabitants and the world, by extension, to worship, and such worship will be in conformance
with the decrees of the wounded beast during his first phase—the 1260 years of religious tyranny. Rev. 13:
12 makes clear there will be two systems called to worship:
o

The earth (Land): The land, being inanimate, can worship only by resting and the “rest” that it will
realize, can only be achieved when its inhabitants are also resting. This idea of land “worship” or
land “rest” is only true in the context of a land Sabbath. Therefore an ecological law that demands
that the earth rests from its productive output is the only way it can truly rest. Note this point with
care!

o

The inhabitants (people/animals): In order for the land to rest, as stated before, the people also
must rest. The only principle of rest that will compel the earth and its inhabitants to “rest” is the
Sabbath. Hence, in preparation for this enforcement of worship, there must be popularized around
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the globe, the need for the earth to “rest” and heal from the negative impact of anthropogenic
climate change!16
That this forced worship is very real and imminent, can be easily confirmed when we see the attitudes of
world leader to the Papacy and its policies, most glaringly the “Climate Change” motif which inspired the
Paris Agreement, the leading international policy statement on how to curb the negative effects of
anthropogenic climate change! True to fact that both “land” and “people” will be compelled to “rest” in
favor of healing the world from its existential threat, the UN has established its “A Day for the World: A time
for the soul,” accordingly:
“The approach of World Environment Day also signals the return of another unique UN conceived event —
the Earth Sabbath — a day of worship that transcends denominations and welcomes all faiths to participate
in a day of global reverence for the Earth…
“Sabbath, everything has to have its time of rest -- had been embedded into early Christian society in
America by setting Sunday aside as a day of rest. But the Biblical mandate is also: you have to do that for the
land. The land has to rest every seventh year. This took on prominence. It was not only practiced directly by
farmers, but it was seen as a metaphor for how we have to take care of our rivers, our lakes, streams, soil.
Everything should have its time for rest, and not be relentlessly pressed.”17
2.

The miracle-working Deceptive Wonders: Allied with the religious communities, this Church-State fusion
(image of the Beast) will become a tool in the hand of the Devil to manipulate the world, both civil and
religious, to “worship” according to its dictates. This miracle-working deception will be carried out by “the
false prophet” (Rev. 19: 20), the leadership of apostate Protestantism that will experience a false revival of
what they will call “primitive godliness,” and will show forth many lying wonders. This false prophet is a
union of false teachers headed by the same apostate Charismatic awakening! In recent years we have seen
shadows of this in the form of the Azusa Street Revival, the Toronto Blessing18, and the Pensacola
Outpouring, Pentecostal movements, respectively. These movements will morph into the “three-fold
union”19 of Spiritualism, on the one hand, Romanism on the other, blended with the Charismania of
apostate Protestantism on the other hand, this satanic triad will exploit the religio-political world with
sensational lying miracle-working wonders, that will deceive the masses, and if it were possible, even the
very elect would be so deceived!
“The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their hands across the gulf to grasp the
hand of spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and under the
influence of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of
conscience.” {GC 588.1}
We should be looking for the signs of Protestants courting Roman Catholicism and Spiritualism in forming
this triad, and indeed the days are right upon us! The precursor to this False Prophet movement could verily
be sheathed in “The Send” 20 movement in seeking to discover the passing of Billy Graham’s Mantle21 of
evangelism on a new generation, primarily of youth ministry leaders with miracle-working wonders in train.
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THURSDAY ↥

February 28

The Mark of the Beast
The Bible makes clear that the “mark of the beast” is both religious and civil, impacting both worship and trade,
it is expansive enough to involve the wealthiest of the wealthy to the poorest of the poor! The central nervous
system of this “beast” is worship, but trade and international cooperation amongst the nations and peoples of
earth is closely allied with it.
1. Image of the Wounded Beast: Under the “wounded” state of the leopard-like beast, the church was fused
with the State, as further shown from the horn-head combination of Dan. 7:8. In order for the United States
and the world, by extension, to form an image to that ecclesiastical monster, the churches must again be
closely allied with the State, as to cause Church laws to be legislated as State laws! Being the cunning and
deceptive artificer he is, Satan has inspired the nations to accept the Trojan Horse of “climate change,” not
realizing that the heart of this system is a religious amendment to their constitutions, thereby forcing the
nations of earth to establish a Sunday-Sabbath for the healing of the planet, when in fact it is the
advancement of the Roman Catholic’s supremacy over “every human being” that is being enacted!
2. Dissenters Punished Through Death Decree: This death decree is two-fold: on the one hand there is a
death-decree from God (Rev. 14: 9-11) against those who yield to this beast system with the offer of eternal
live to those who do not (Rev. 14: 12; 22: 14), while on the other hand there is a death penalty from the
two-horned beast (Rev. 13: 15), and temporal prosperity in buying and selling. In other words there will be a
crisis for commandment keepers, as they will neither be able to work or trade (mark in right hand) in their
national economies, nor will they have freedom to “worship” therein either!
3. The Mark of The Beast: “And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be
killed.” Rev. 13: 15. The act of giving “life” to anything is to make it actionable and functional on its own.
We have previously discussed that this “beast” system was first unveiled during the dark ages of Papal
inquisition, and to give “life” to it, is to reengineer that system of forced worship and trade upon the
modern world once more. Those dissidents who did not comply with the dictates of the inquisition were
exiled to the mountains and caves of earth, and were even there hunted like wild beasts and brought to
papal justice and death! Today the Papacy makes public expressions against the death penalty, as a means
of pulling the proverbial wool over our eyes, but prophecy teaches that they along with the apostate
Protestants of our world will be foremost in exacting the death-penalty on dissenters from this “Green new
deal,” as it were, which is in reality the rebirth of the black old deal that was served upon the true people of
God only a few centuries ago: Under the fourth and fifth seals we saw this despotic system crushing the
saints “for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held,” (Rev. 6: 9), by killing them “with sword,
and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.” (Rev. 6: 8).
The Church of Rome has long held that on her own volition she changed the Sabbath from the 7th to the 1st
day, by virtue of the Divine authority vested in her: “Sunday is our mark or authority…the church is above the
Bible, and this transference of Sabbath observance is proof of that fact.”22
“Rest from work is a right... On Sundays and other Holy Days of Obligation, believers must refrain from
"engaging in work or activities that hinder the worship owed to God, the joy proper to the Lord's Day…

22
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Family needs and service of great importance to society constitute legitimate excuses from the obligation of
Sunday rest, but these must not create habits that are prejudicial to religion, family life or health.”23
It is clear that the Papacy has held claims to Sunday sacredness, and any institution, even for the best of
purposes, such as curbing the negative impacts of “climate change,” which enforces a Sunday-Sabbath
requirement, is working on strict orders from the Vatican and are paying homage to its dictates! It is this
Trojan horse that most people today are not cognizant of, and to which our voices must sound the alarm.
Rome will not enforce laws on its own, but it will inspire faith in its policies to so enshrine them in State
Laws, thereby causing Cannon Laws of the past to become the State Laws of the future!
“193. What are we commanded by the third Commandment? By the third Commandment we are
commanded to keep Sunday holy. The Jews' Sabbath, or Day of Rest, was Saturday… The Church, using the
power our Lord gave her, altered the observance of the Sabbath to the observance of Sunday, to
commemorate our Lord's resurrection on Easter Sunday and the descent of the Holy Ghost on Whitsunday…
the full transfer from Saturday to Sunday was a gradual process, under the authority of the Church. Those
Christians who believe in the Bible and the Bible24 only have some difficulty in explaining why they keep
Sunday holy and not the Sabbath.”25
4. No buy No sell: “16 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark
in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17 And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark,
or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” (Rev. 13: 16, 17). The subject of worship and
international trade will be linked in a satanic plot, denying people employment, and nations trading rights if
they do not cooperate with this new vision of the world. The average person little realized that “climate
change,” for example, is the one idea that welds all peoples of earth in one global melting pot. And this
issue has been given life by Pope Francis, and his devotees around the globe. In the heart of his encyclical is
a demand for “worship” on a specific day of the week—Sunday. It has won international support, and even
in the USA where President Trump has withdrawn America from the international climate change
agreement called “the Paris Accords,” there are forces underway steaming ahead to make this a reality, one
way or another, even if it requires calling for a “national emergency” to enact it.
5. Religious-Economic Convergence of enforce Worship: It is worth mentioning the global attraction given the
“Green New Deal” and noting its brainchild:
“Green New Deal (GND) is a political and grassroots movement that links climate change with poverty and
aims to solve both crises at the same time… The GND’s overarching mission is rooted in the humanistic
theology that Pope Francis drew up in his milestone 2015 Encyclical on Climate Change and Inequality, a
precursor to the GND manifesto in linking global warming with poverty.”26
It is remarkable to note that there are “two” entities being addressed in these climate initiatives: the earth,
and its citizens; both must work in concert in order to heal our planet from the looming “existential threat”
being hastened on within “twelve years” from now, if that “crisis” is not immediately brought under control!
The frightening reality though, is that governments and policy makers will not leave the day on which on
observes the Sabbath as an option to one’s beliefs and preferences! These laws will be mandated with a
death-penalty to give them enforceability.
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6. Wisdom to count 666: For years the Papas title “Vicarius Filii Dei” has been employed by Seventh-day
Adventists to teach that the man bearing the number 666 is the Pope, but there is no Biblical nor Spirit of
Prophecy support for this notion. To the contrary, in one of her earliest visions, Sister White left the
following report on file:
“I saw all that "would not receive the mark of the Beast, and of his Image, in their foreheads or in their
hands," could not buy or sell. [Revelation 13:15-17.] I saw that the number (666) of the Image Beast was
made up; [Revelation 13:18.] and that it was the Beast that changed the Sabbath, and the Image Beast had
followed on after, and kept the Pope's, and not God's Sabbath. And all we were required to do, was to give
up God's Sabbath, and keep the Pope's, and then we should have the mark of the Beast, and of his image.”27
It is clear from this that what she saw was as the Bible stated, “the Image Beast” is the one which bears the
number 666 and enforces “the Pope’s, and not God’s Sabbath!”
Revelation 13 speaks of two distinct beasts, one wounded—the leopard-like, and the other with two lamblike horns; the first ten verses describe the work and career of the leopard-like (sea) beast, while the
remaining eight verses describe the mission of the lamb-like beast. Inspiration differentiates the two after
verse 10, by referring to the leopard-like beast as the “wounded,” and sometimes “healed” beast, and not
simply as “the beast.” Following this simple inspired demarcation, it becomes a trivial matter to correctly
associate the number 666 with the appropriate beast. Further too, while there are many names and titles,
including Ellen Gould Harmon, that add up to 666, we must be obedient to the text of the Scriptures, and
not use a knee-jerk reaction to prophecy, for therein lies sure error. So, although the Papacy is not the one
on whom the Bible places the number 666, it is evident that both systems will be working in close
cooperation, such that the two-horned beast will becomes beholden to the “healed” beast!
“This beast represents a man who stands at the head of a nation, and whose influence goes far and wide
among the kings of the earth. He is further identified by a number -- the mystical number ‘six hundred
threescore and six.’ Rev. 13:18. The prevailing belief that the number "666" is the numerical identification
of some other power, is the spawn of the Prince of Darkness, and is calculated to conceal if possible the
identification of this two-horn power. Inspiration puts the number on the two-horn beast, and there we
must leave it.”28
An early Adventist pioneer had this to say, “The beast, having seven heads and ten horns is the one referred
to; and I think the image, is the beast having 'two horns like a lamb,' that 'spake as a dragon.' His number is
666."29 Ellen White’s Husband, James, also weighs in on this topic: “This last power that treads down the
saints is brought to view in Rev.13:11-18. His number is 666.”30 Both Ellen and James agreed that the
number 666 attaches to the two-horned and not the leopard-like beast.
Lastly, we are told that not all in relation to this system is yet revealed, and only the passage of time will
confirm it beyond any shadow of all doubts. One thing is certain thought is that the Bible has placed the
number 666 on the two-horned beast, and while the temptation is great to count the numerals of various
names and titles, caution must be exercised, for this is one of Satan’s methods in trying to force-fit the
prophetic Word of God, and thereby blinds God’s people to the real source of the coming danger.
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FRIDAY ↥

March 1

Further Thought: Revelation shows that the Sabbath will be a sign of obedience at the end of history.
I will make two exceptions to the above statement from the Quarterly:
1) While the Sabbath will be the major factor, as previously discussed, we should not lose focus that the
contest is about “the commandments” of God, inclusive of the Sabbath, and faith in Jesus Christ. As
there are millions of Jews who observe the Sabbath and have rejected salvation in Messiah, it is possible
that many of them will be caught in the cross-hairs of this Image Beast system, yet without Christ their
sacrifice will be without merit, as there will be no redeeming virtue in their bold stance of defiance!
2) The phrase “end of history” suggests the very last measure of time, but this is not so. This challenge will
confront both Adventists and non-Adventists alike, and unfortunately, many will depart from the ranks
of the Third Angel’s message, never to walk under its banner again! I am reminded that there were
many more Jews in Babylon, when the worship decrees came down against Daniel and his compatriots,
yet they were noticed by heaven for having stood like the brave with their faces to the foe!
Background History of the Original SDA Teachings concerning the number 666
“During the early years of the movement there existed several interpretations of the number 666 (Rev. 13:18).
After the Disappointment a correspondent of the Western Midnight Cry referred to it as signifying the number
of denominations, presumably in the U.S.A. 2 In 1847 J. White stated that the "last power [Christendom] that
treads down the saints is brought to view in Rev. 13:11-18. His number is 666." 3 At the same time he referred
to this passage as a description of "the closing strife with the Image Beast." 5 This seems to imply that the term
"image beast" was used as a descriptive term for the two-horned beast which had been interpreted as an
image of the first beast of Rev. 13. Thus, to J. White the image beast, or two-horned beast, represented
Christendom while its number was 666. In 1850 George W. Holt also defined the image beast as the twohorned beast with its number 666. The 1850 Chart designated the two-horned beast as the "image of the
Papacy" having 666 as its number.”31
WARNING: Many Seventh-day Adventists Will Willingly Yield to Sunday Laws!
“As the storm approaches, large classes who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not
been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition. By
uniting with the world and partaking of its spirit, they have come to view matters in nearly the same light; and
when the test is brought, they are prepared to choose the easy, popular side. Men of talent and pleasing
address, who once rejoiced in the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the
most bitter enemies of their former brethren. When Sabbathkeepers are brought before the courts to answer
for their faith, these apostates are the most efficient agents of Satan to misrepresent and accuse them, and by
false reports and insinuations to stir up the rulers against them.” {GC 608.2}
From the early days of our Movement, the Spirit of God has shown Sister White that the Church would become
a Roman “Catholic procession.”32 Let Him that think he standeth take heed lest he falls.

Lesson 9 Ends Here
31
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LESSON 10 God’s Everlasting Gospel; (*March 2-8)
Sabbath Afternoon
Revelation Chapter 12 opened up the subject of the Dragon in conflict with the woman and pursuing her
throughout the various ages of history, and in chapter 13 it climaxed with his “wrath” against her as he
unrelentingly pursued “the remnant of her seed” with destructive violence. In chapter 14 we are brought to
view with the true “remnant” who “keep the commandments of God” in a wicked and perverse age. Not only
did they uphold the Law of God when the wicked world declared it null and void, but they proclaimed “the
everlasting gospel” to a lost and dying world.
The Three angel’s Message—the Everlasting Gospel—will be proclaimed with Loud Cry, so that all will be given a
chance to stand on the side of true “worship” of YHWH Statutes, Judgments, and Commandments, or on the
side of false worship—declaring for doctrines “the commandments of men.”
The final gospel call is over the question of true worship, and whose authority is final in matters of conscience
and holiness. On the one hand, the mark of the beast system will be issuing its “mark” upon the violators of
God’s Law, exacting a “death penalty” upon the heads of all who will not conform to its Dragon-inspired
worship, and on the other hand God will be setting His “mark” or “seal” upon those who conform to all His
divine precepts. It is as such a time that these words will become very present truth,
“126 It is time for thee, LORD, to work: for they have made void thy law. 127 Therefore I love thy
commandments above gold; yea, above fine gold. 128 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts concerning all things
to be right; and I hate every false way.” (Ps. 119: 1236-128).
When the Christian world declares the Divine “Law” null and void, God will have a people to “esteem it above
gold”—the time of buying and selling prohibitions, and declare it to “every nation, kindred, tongue, and people.”
This is the foundation of the conflict, and the battle lines are already drawn. The line of true vs. false worship
has been written in the international Paris Climate Change Agreement, in which they have already choses
Sunday as the “environmental Sabbath” day of rest, and in the name of Climate Change and Global Warming,
will compel every man, woman, and child, including the beasts of the earth, to come under their mandates, in
honor of the Papal decretal in the National and International assemblies of policy-makers.

SUNDAY ↥

March 3

The Three Angels’ Messages
These three messages have been sounding since the pre 1844 Great Awakening, and are unique to Seventh-day
Adventists, as only a people who understand the Sanctuary Judgment in heaven can rightly proclaim such a
message. These messages are the sum total of the “everlasting gospel” for at their foundation is the Law of
God—the standard of true worship. The conflict of the ages that began in heaven (Rev. 12) has been centered
about “worship”—whose authority will be final in matters of conscience.
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“144 The righteousness of thy testimonies is everlasting: give me understanding, and I shall live…151 Thou art
near, O LORD; and all thy commandments are truth. 152 Concerning thy testimonies, I have known of old that
thou hast founded them forever.” (Ps. 119: 144-152).
These verses make clear that God’s “Testimonies”—His Law—are eternal, and form the foundation of His
righteousness. There can be no true gospel message taught, therefore, that disparages the Law of God, and at
such a time when it should be declared “void” (Ps. 119: 126) by man, God has simultaneously forewarned,
“Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the
statutes and judgments.” (Mal. 4: 4).
For the longest while the Christian world had declared that “the law of Moses” has been nailed to the Cross, and
even Seventh-day Adventists have been teaching this erroneous concept, preferring only “the Ten
Commandments” above the rest of the Torah, yet, the Law-Giver has declared to “you that fear my name” (Mal.
4: 2), those who live just “before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD,” the day He will “come
and smite the earth with a curse,” (Mal. 4: 5, 6), the day “that shall burn as an oven,” to not forget but
“remember” this holy Law. It is this Law that will become the bone of contention in these last days.
“That God who reads the hearts of everyone, will bring to light hidden things of darkness where they are often
least suspected, that stumbling blocks which have hindered the progress of truth may be removed, and God
have a clean and holy people to declare His statutes and judgments.”33
From the information thus far presented, it is clear that those who teach “the Ten Commandments” at the
expense of God’s “statutes and judgments,” are not teaching the everlasting gospel, but a corrupted form
thereof, and Satan would be well pleased for us to remain in ignorance of this truth—the truth of the whole Law
of God, including “His statutes and judgments.”
More than just the Sabbath commandment, therefore, we see that the final conflict will involve obedience or
disobedience to the Law of God, showing that lawlessness will be pervasive. Indeed the Sabbath being the most
visible sign of allegiance to said Law, it will become a centrally contested issue. But even now, we can see the
battle lines being made quite plain in the areas of Abortions for population control and “family planning;”
“same-gender marriages” competing with the Edenic marriage solemnized by YHWH, Sunday-Sabbath
sacredness in preference above the seventh-day of the week, and for Seventh-day Adventists, there is the attack
of the Lunar Sabbath34 observance that has been sprouted by Grace Amadon, and is becoming a growing
sensation within our Denomination; there is free sex and the loss of marital values, among an host of other
lawless deeds that are denounced in the Torah.
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E.G. White, Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 1, p. 332.3.
Lunar Sabbath observance teaches that the Sabbath is to be observed as a day of the “month” and not a day of the week,
for the Sabbath, according to that world doctrine, synchronizes with the four-phases of the moon which fall respectively on
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the 8 , 15 , 22 , and 29 day of each month. This way the so-called “Pope Gregory Sabbath” will coincide with the Lunar
Sabbath not more than about four times per year! What a wonderful ploy of the enemy’s to use former Sabbath-keepers to
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erase God’s weekly 7 day Sabbath!
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MONDAY ↥

March 4

The First Angel’s Message: Part 1
Read Revelation 14:7 along with Ecclesiastes 12:13-14. What does it mean to “fear God”? How does the concept
of fearing God relate to the gospel, and what does the gospel have to do with keeping God’s commandments?
(See also Rom. 7:7-13). What is the connection between fearing God and glorifying Him?
“6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and
earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” (Rev. 14: 6, 7).
We have just seen that the ones who “fear” (reverences) YHWH’s Name are they who are “remember the Law of
Moses…with the Statutes and Judgments,” therefore, when we see reference to the “commandments” of God, it
does not follow that He is referring to jus the “Ten” but His whole Law. When the wealthy Jew came to Jesus
inquiring “what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?” (Matt. 19: 16), Jesus responded, “if thou wilt
enter into life, keep the commandments,” (Matt. 16: 17). That he was not focusing on merely the Ten
Commandments but the whole Torah, after the Parise had declared, “All these things have I kept from my youth
up: what lack I yet?” (v. 20), Jesus expanded this young man’s understanding into the Statutes book by saying,
“If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven:
and come and follow me,” (Matt. 19:21).
The fear of the Lord is with them that know His Law, and David sang, “The secret of the LORD is with them that
fear him; and he will shew them his covenant.” (Ps. 25: 14). Over and again, the word “fear” is shown to be
attached to those who love and respect the Holy One of Israel and His Covenant. “39 And I will give them one
heart, and one way, that they may fear me forever, for the good of them, and of their children after them: 40
And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I
will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me.” (Jer. 32: 39, 40).
It is in the book of the Statutes—the Ten Commandments explained, that the command “thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself,” (Lev. 19: 18), if found, and not in the summarized “Ten Commandments,” and it was to
this book of the Law that Jesus directed the rich young man, admonishing him on how to be “perfect” before
God. The rich man was satisfied with keeping the summary “letter of the Law,” but not every precept contained
therein—its “spirit” as outlined in the book of Statutes. It was to this Law that David sang of its “converting”
influence,
“7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the
simple. 8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb. 11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great
reward.” (Ps. 19: 7-11).
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TUESDAY ↥

March 5

The First Angel’s Message: Part 2
We have conclusively shown that to “fear God” is to reverence Him and honor His precepts, and the second is
like unto the first, all “worship” must be directed to Deity and according to Heaven’s prescriptions devoid of
man’s assumptions and interference. It was to this concept that Christ spoke the truth of the Torah, which has
missed the attention of many theologians, when He said “on these two commandments.”
“36 Master, which is the great commandment in the law? 37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 38 This is the first and great commandment.
39 And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 40 On these two commandments
hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matt. 22: 36-40).
We should note that this lawyer asked about the greatest “commandment in the Law,” and not in “the Ten
Commandments.” To this question, Christ directed him to the Torah, specifically, Leviticus 18 and 19. While it is
true that the Ten Commandments are divided into two tables: love (duty) to God—the first four, and love (duty)
to our fellowmen—last six, it is an overlooked fact that Christ was directing him to the Torah—the book of
Statutes.
Only in the Statutes are the words “And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might…7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up.” (Deut. 6:5, 7). This is called “the first commandment” for it was the first step of initiating an Israelite
child into the knowledge of YHWH through the Torah. Hence the word “first” is be understood as “early” or
beginning stages of life, as in the song, “I will early seek that Saviour, I will learn of Him each day… I am not too
young to go … not too young His will to know.”35
Christ again appealed to the book of the Statutes, declaring, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself,” (Lev. 19:
18). This He called the “second” commandment. Hence, it becomes obvious that not only are the Ten
Commandments divided along the lines of love to God and love to man, but so also is the whole Law (Torah),
which inspires us to understand the broad claims of God on our lives. Were we to just stick with the Ten
Commandments divest of the Statutes which explain them, then there would be no need for Seventh-day
Adventists to return a faithful tithe and a generous offering, as these are not included in the “Ten.” nor do we
find there prohibitions against unclean meats, sexual impurity, such as same-gender relationships, bestiality,
incest, etc.
We stress this point, because it greatly overlooked in the lesson, and deserves focused attention, for it
constitutes the Royal Law: “8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself, ye do well: 9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as
transgressors.” (James 2: 8, 9).
As before, we see the Y’shuah’s (Jesus’) brother appealing to the Statutes and declaring that its violation will
cause us “commit sin,” and be known to God as “transgressors!” Even Seventh-day Adventists need to come to
a clearer knowledge of the Divine Statutes, for they are the architects of the Ten Commandments, and are also
known as “the perfect law of Liberty,” (James 1: 25), by which we shall “be judged” (James 2: 12) in the preAdvent judgment!

35

Hymn 539 in the New SDA Hymnal
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This understanding gives greater force to the following inspired utterance from Moses, “12 And now, Israel,
what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love
him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 13 To keep the commandments of
the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?” (Deut. 10: 12, 13).

WEDNESDAY ↥

March 6

The Second Angel’s Message
“And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she made all
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.” (Rev. 14: 8).
From this announcement, it is evident that the message of the fall of Babylon is delivered twice, hence the
refrain, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen.” But from 539 BC, the kingdom of Babylon ceased from being a nation, and
the Word of the Lord against that ancient city was “that it shall be desolate forever,” (Jer. 51: 62), and like a
millstone that is cast into the Euphrates, the Lord declared, “Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the
evil that I will bring upon her.” (Jer. 51: 64). And since, too, New Testament prophecy has announced the
existence of Babylon, the ancient city was meant to serve as a type of the modern one, which we will call
antitypical Babylon.
In previous lessons we have discussed how this title attached itself to the Roman Catholic Church, when it ruled
like an imperial mistress the kingdoms under her domain. But since the Reformation and the later exile of Pope
Pius VI in 1798, the Papacy had been badly weakened, as if ready to die, but the beast with two-horns (the
Protestants of the United States) would in time resuscitate her back to life. Hence the title “Babylon” no longer
applies to the Roman Catholic Church alone, for she is only the “mother” of harlotry, who has given birth to
many “daughters.” It is to this latter Babylon that the prophecy speaks most definitely.
“The second angel's message of Revelation 14 was first preached in the summer of 1844... But the message of
the second angel did not reach its complete fulfillment in 1844... Not yet, however, can it be said that ‘Babylon is
fallen... because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.’ She has not yet made all
nations do this. The spirit of world conforming and indifference to the testing truths for our time exists and has
been gaining ground in churches of the Protestant faith in all the countries of Christendom; and these churches
are included in the solemn and terrible denunciation of the second angel. But the work of apostasy has not yet
reached its culmination.” {GC 389.2}
When the Second message is repeated, it comes after Babylon has completely saddled the scarlet-colored beast
of Rev17, and sit a queen among the nations of earth. Again, this end-time Babylon is not the Roman Catholic
Church alone, but a combination of Catholicism, Protestantism, and Spiritualism. To this the prophet
announced,
“1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was
lightened with his glory. 2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen,
and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful
bird. 3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her
delicacies.” Rev. 18: 1-3.
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It is significant to note that this is “another angel,” and not the same one, hence he has “another message.” His
message will unite with the Third Angel’s to become the Fourth Angel’s message. He is coming with “great
power” and “glory” from the throne of God.
“Then I saw another mighty angel commissioned to descend to the earth, to unite his voice with the third angel,
and give power and force to his message. Great power and glory were imparted to the angel, and as he
descended, the earth was lightened with his glory... The work of this angel comes in at the right time to join in
the last great work of the third angel's message as it swells to a loud cry. And the people of God are thus
prepared to stand in the hour of temptation, which they are soon to meet. I saw a great light resting upon them,
and they united to fearlessly proclaim the third angel's message… This message seemed to be an addition to the
third message, joining it as the midnight cry joined the second angel's message in 1844.” {EW 277.1}
It is not a well-liked notion within Adventism, but it is true, the “additional message” is not that which we’ve
known from 1844, but additional information, extra oil, to make us “wise” virgins—candidates to be among the
144,000 evangelists. This “additional message” is also identified by heaven as “the latter rain” of truth, which
will be followed by the “latter rain” of power!
“The present is the fitting up time for heaven, when we each must walk in full obedience to all the
commandments of God. I know that a work must be done for the people, or many will not be prepared to
receive the light of the angel sent down from heaven to lighten the whole earth with his glory.” {1MR 175.2}
The first rays of that “additional light” was presented to the SDA Church at the 1888 General Conference
Session. It was identified by God as “the Third Angel’s message in verity,”36 but it was slighted, spoken against,
ridiculed, and rejected, thus urging the Servant of the Lord to declare, “We want the past message [judgment for
the dead] and the fresh one [1888 message]… I entreat of you to come near to God, that you may take hold of
the message for yourselves.”37
“The enemy prevented them from obtaining that efficiency which might have been theirs in carrying the truth to
the world, as the apostles proclaimed it after the day of Pentecost. The light that is to lighten the whole earth
with its glory was resisted, and by the action of our own brethren has been in a great degree kept away from the
world.”38
We share these statements to alert the reader that the same God who saw the need for the message of
Righteousness by Faith, has not left us in darkness, and has returned that message exactly 40 years later, as in
the type when Israel was at their Kadesh-Barnea. It is the duty of each of us to discover the message of the
Judgment for the living, for it is the “additional message” that joins the Judgment for the dead message, and
thus becomes the final phase in the development and delivery of the Third Angel’s message. As it turns out this
final phase message will be carried by a layman’s movement.
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THURSDAY ↥

March 7

The Third Angel’s Message: How does Revelation 14:12 depict God’s faithful
people?
In bold relief against those who “worship” the beast and his image are those who “keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus.” This tells us that the mark of the beast system is anti-commandments of God, antilaw, and ultra-liberal; it presents an age of lawlessness to be ruled by the spirit of “the Lawless One!”39 Those
theologians today, who disparage the Law of God on account that it has been nailed to the Cross or dividing it
into “moral” vs. “ceremonial” law, little realize that they are preparing a harvest of souls who will join the ranks
of those who oppose and exalt themselves against the God, for they are steeped into the error that those socalled “laws of Moses” are no longer obligatory, even in an age when the modern climatologists are applying the
principles of those Statutes to force the “land” and the “people” to observe an international environmental
Sabbath day of rest.
The very announcement of the Third Angel’s Message is indicative that it cannot now be given in its fullness, but
only in a faint cry, in preparation for the real event—the mark of the beast (MOB). After it has been fully
launched then can it truly be said, “If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his
forehead, or in his hand, 10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without
mixture into the cup of his indignation.” (Rev. 14: 9, 10). At that time the Third Angel’s Message will become the
very present truth, and be preached in a bold way under the anointing power of the Holy Spirit, known as the
Loud Cry. The message then will be borne by the 144,000 evangelists, as only pure vessels that have not bowed
the knee to Baal at that time, nor are entangled with the false doctrines of the daughters of Babylon (apostate
Protestantism) will be permitted to announce its most solemn warnings to a dying world. At a time when
Seventh-day Adventists should be showing our distinctiveness in our separation from Rome, church leaders are
daily seen courting her presence. As Seventh-day Adventists, we should ask ourselves individually the question,
how far are today from the Papacy, or the reverse, how close are we today to the Roman Papacy?
“It is the rejection of Bible truth which makes men approach to infidelity. It is a backsliding church that lessens
the distance between itself and the Papacy.”40
“The great issue so near at hand will weed out those whom God has not appointed and He will have a pure,
true, sanctified ministry prepared for the latter rain.”41
"The third angel's message is to lighten the earth with its glory; but only those who have withstood temptation in
the strength of the Mighty One will be permitted to act a part in proclaiming it when it shall have swelled into
the loud cry."42
“As the storm approaches, a large class who have professed faith in the third angel's message, but have not
been sanctified through obedience to the truth, abandon their position and join the ranks of the opposition.”43
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The MOB is Not RFID Chip Implant: As tempting as it may appear to the uninitiated eye, the RFID chip implant
under one’s skin44 is NOT the receiving of mark of the beast! There are millions of people today who are
spooked by this technology, and they are crying “wolf” when there is no wolf in the pen, for this certainly has
nothing to do with “worship” and the commandments of God. To the contrary, it is a weapon of the enemy to
set the unsuspecting multitudes to sleep the sleep of death. Today, there is much talk on the news wires, both
church-based and public, that the MOB is here through the deployment of the RFID Chip implants in various
parts of the world. This is calculated by the spirit of error, to deceive, if it were possible, the very elect, for Satan
knows if gets the world to believe that the “death trap” for the end-times is the receiving of a computer chip
and not his bogus Sunday “worship” being called for in the International Climate Change being written as of late,
called Green or Environmental Sabbath, then he will have the whole world wondering after the beast and his
image! This is one of the central pillars as to why the Seventh-day Adventist Church was called of God to be on
the stage of history at such a time as this. It is alarming to see just how many people, the world over, who are
convinced that the deployment of a global RFID chip implant is the activation of the MOB, and are ready to race
to the hills, yet those very ones are the most active in championing the cause of the Catholic Church’s pagan
Sabbath (Sunday) under the false notion of reversing the negative impacts of Climate Change.

FRIDAY ↥

March 8

Further Study: Read Ellen G. White, “The Final Warning”, pp. 603-612, in The
Great Controversy.

The Loud Cry of the Third Angel’s Message
“All we have to do is to keep the vessel clean and prepared and right side up, for the reception of the heavenly
rain and keep praying, ‘Let the latter rain come into my vessel. Let the light of the glorious angel which unites
with the third angel, shine upon me; give me a part in the work; let me sound the proclamation; let me be colaborer with Jesus Christ.’… It is now that we are to empty and thoroughly cleanse the vessel of its impurity. It is
now that we are to be made holy unto God.” {1MR 179.2}
“The great outpouring of the Spirit of God which lightens the whole earth with His glory will not come until we
have an enlightened people who know by experience what it means to be laborers together with God. When we
have entire, wholehearted consecration to the service of Christ, God will recognize the fact by an outpouring of
His Spirit without measure.” {1MR 177.1}
“The present message - Justification by Faith - is a message from God; it bears the divine credentials, for its fruit
is unto holiness ...Our present position is interesting and perilous. The danger of refusing light from heaven
should make us watchful unto prayer, lest we should any of us have an evil heart of unbelief.” The Review and
Herald, Tue. Sept. 3, 1889.
“The time of test is just upon us, for the loud cry of the third angel has already begun in the of the light of the
angel whose glory shall fill the whole earth.” Review and Herald, Nov. 22, 1892.
“Several have written to me, inquiring if the message of justification by faith is the third angel's message, and I
have answered, ‘It is the third angel's message in verity.’ The prophet declares, ‘And after these things I saw
another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.’
Brightness, glory, and power are to be connected with the third angel's message, and conviction will follow
44
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wherever it is preached in demonstration of the Spirit. How will any of our brethren know when this light shall
come to the people of God? As yet, we certainly have not seen the light that answers to this description. God
has light for his people, and all who will accept it will see the sinfulness of remaining in a lukewarm condition;
they will heed the counsel of the True Witness when he says, ‘Be zealous therefore, and repent. Behold, I stand
at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with
him, and he with me.’" {Review and Herald, April 1, 1890 par. 8}
The Spirit of Prophecy calls the message of Righteousness by Faith “the third angel’s message in verity,” and
then quotes where to find this message. As heaven would have it, she (EG White) quoted Rev 18:1, and
announced that in this is “the third angel’s message in verity.” I don’t know about you dear friend, but I have
decided to study every claimant of the fourth angel in Revelation 18, and I encourage you to do the same. She
as stated quite clearly that “as yet (1890), we certainly have not seen the light that answers to this description,”
and she has not ever recanted this view. This is a warning to all of us that “we are on our own now” to
investigate whether or not this message has come. If there is one thing we know it is this, Ellen White is
“certain” that it had not arrived in her days!
Note with peculiar interest the statements in brackets—“the law in Galatians.” This subject laid at the
foundation of that discussion, and the reason our leaders “resisted and rejected” the message of Justification
through Faith, was because reason would compel them to also accept of the other teachings in the Torah,
namely the holy appointed times, the Statutes, of our Creator. This, our leaders were unwilling to do, and so
they made a wholesale decision to scrap the entire message. Here is Jones' testimony on the issue:
"(I) can't now name anyone who accepted the truth at that 1888 meeting openly [besides Ellen G White]. But
later many said they were greatly helped by it. One Battle Creek man said at that meeting after one of Dr.
Waggoner's meetings: ‘Now we could say amen to all of that if that is all there were to it. But away down
yonder there is still something (else) to come. And this is to lead us to that...and if we say amen to this we
will have to say amen to that, and then we are caught’...There was no such thing, and so they robbed
themselves of what their own hearts told them was the truth; and by fighting what they only imagined, they
fastened themselves in opposition to what they knew they should have said amen too." (A. T. Jones' Letter to
C.E. Holmes, May 12, 1921). [Supplied].
Since 2010 the General Conference has announced that we are under a latter-day “Revival and Reformation,”
but the evidence on the ground is apostasy and deformation! During those times we’ve seen a greater level of
disregard for Bible-based truth, such as same-gender incursions in the North American Division, Women’s
Ordination to the Pastorate, abortion on demand in our Church-owned hospitals, Evolution being taught in
Church Schools, Spiritual Formation, Kundalini Yoga, breakdown of health, dress, social, and Sabbath reform,
respectively, a closer walk with the Roman Catholic Papacy than at any other time in our history, etc. These and
more have left the world-Church in a state of compromise and weakness that she now becomes an unfit vessel
to proclaim the stern rebuke demanded in the Third Angel’s Message in verity.

Lesson 10 Ends Here
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