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“21 Produce your cause, saith the LORD; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. 22 Let 
them bring them forth, and shew us what shall happen: let them shew the former things, what they be, 
that we may consider them, and know the latter end of them; or declare us things for to come. 23 Shew 
the things that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we 

may be dismayed, and behold it together.” Isa. 41: 21-23. 

For many Seventh-day Adventists, 1844 has remained an embarrassment and a “great disappointment,” for it 

finds them in a quandary of not being able to rightly produce an evidence-based reason for the dating of the 

Day of Atonement in 1844.  They have no authority to prove that this solemnity could have occurred as late 

as October 22nd, especially when the Rabbinic Jewish calendar demonstrates that the DOA was actually 

observed on 23rd September of that year.  Having been frustrated by the enemies of our faith, many 

Adventists have simply stopped teaching the 1844 component of our message, and many pastors no longer 

believe in the truth of the Judgment and heavenly sanctuary as taught by our pioneers. 

In this supplement, it is my hope to demystify the confusion which abounds, surrounding the date of 

October 22nd, 1844, and produce independent witnesses to history of our calendar system, as confirmatory 

evidence to the truth of our faith.  In this work, I hope to strengthen the weak hands and flagging faith of my 

Adventist brethren to continue believing in the Advent Hope, for we have not followed cunningly devised 

fables. 

The accompanying table tabulates the principal lunar 

phases for the year 1844.  Based on what we’ve already 

discussed on how to identify the first new moon of the 

solar year, respecting the timing of the Vernal Equinox 

(VE), let’s use this method to see when was the day of 

Passover in that year. 

Observe that the new moon fell on March 19th at 17 

minutes past midnight UTC (8: 17 PM, EST).  This being 

a day earlier than the VE of March 20th at 6:53 AM, 

EST1, forces us to intercalate, by adding the 13th month—

Adar II, and locate the following new moon which 

occurred on April 17, at16:32 UTC (12:32 PM, EST).  It 

is this New Moon that marked the “new year” for 1844. 

Given the fact that the Astronomical new moon it out of phase by up to 48 hours from the sighted moon, we 

cannot use the night of April 17th, for the moon would be dark that night, we must allow the earth to rotate 

and the moon to become visible.  Allowing that the moon became visible on the night of April 18th, 
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approximately 30 hours later, we can positively anchor the first day of the year to April 18th, from which we 

count off 14 days, arriving at May 2nd, Passover for that year.  To repeat, it is this New Moon of April 18 that 

locates the first day of the biblical year, and allows us to simply count off seven moons (months) to the Day 

of Atonement (DOA) in 1844. 

Given all that we have discussed above, let us now locate the 7th new moon from April 17, inclusive.  The 

table correctly takes us to October 11th, at 23:25 UTC (7:25 PM, EST).  Being careful to note that the moon 

would not be visible that night, we must allow the earth to rotate and look for the visible moon the at least 30 

hours away.  This takes us to the night of October 13th, 1844.  

With this 7th moon date accurately located, we can without equivocation conclude that the Feast of Trumpets 

occurred on that date, October 13th, and ten days later we would certainly arrive at the Day of Atonement.  

Adding 9 days to the day of Trumpets lands us squarely on October 22nd, 1844—the Day of Atonement! 

Whether or not the Karaites today acknowledge that their ancestors actually observed the DOA on October 

22nd instead of September 23 with the Rabbinic Jews2 is rather immaterial, for our use of the biblical method 

of identifying the new moon, based on the Vernal Equinox has allowed us to easily retrace our steps back to 

1844, using witnesses who do not have a proverbial “dog in this fight.”  

“For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the power and coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 2 Peter 1:16. 
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